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Interim Remedial Measure to Begin at Brownfield Site
Under New York State’s Brownfield Cleanup Program (see box below), an interim remedial measure
(IRM) will begin within a month to clean up an area of soil contamination at the 690 Saint Paul Street
site (site). The site is located in the City of Rochester, Monroe County. See map on page 4 for site
location.
An IRM is a planned cleanup action that can be conducted without extensive investigation and
evaluation. The upcoming IRM at the 690 Saint Paul Street site includes excavating (digging)
contaminated soils from a specific area of the site. This IRM is not the final cleanup plan for the site.
The IRM will be performed by Genesee Valley Real Estate Company (“applicant”). The New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the New York State Department of
Health (NYSDOH) will provide oversight.
Highlights of the Upcoming IRM Cleanup Activities
The IRM cleanup activities are intended to:
1) address contamination at the site to achieve cleanup levels that protect public health and the
environment; and
2) account for the intended or reasonably anticipated future use of the site.
The subsurface investigation of the site identified an area of contaminated soil that could be readily
cleaned up by an IRM. The primary contaminants in the IRM area are petroleum compounds and
chlorinated compounds including trichloroethene (TCE) and compounds formed by the natural
degradation of TCE. TCE is commonly used in industry to remove grease from parts.

Brownfield Cleanup Program: New York’s
Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP)
encourages the voluntary cleanup of
contaminated properties known as
“brownfields” so that they can be reused and
redeveloped. These uses include recreation,
housing, business or other uses.
A brownfield is any real property that is
difficult to reuse or redevelop because of the
presence or potential presence of
contamination.
For more information about the BCP, visit:
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8450.html

Cleanup actions for the upcoming IRM include:
• Excavation and proper off-site disposal of
contaminated soils. The excavation is expected to
be about 30-feet long, 30-ft wide, and 5-feet deep.
• Testing the soil to verify the effectiveness of the
IRM cleanup. The applicant’s proposed future use
of the site is for commercial/residential use. As
such, soil cleanup levels were selected that are
protective of human health and the environment for
these proposed future uses.
• Removal and proper off-site disposal of water and
other liquids in the excavation.
• Filling the excavation with clean soil.
• Installation of additional groundwater monitoring
wells near the excavation.

The public may notice the following during the course of the cleanup:
• A fence around the work zone;
• Temporary closure of the on-site playground along Martin St as the work zone will be close to
the playground;
• Increased traffic on Martin Street from heavy equipment such as dump trucks; and
• Noise typical of construction sites.
Community air monitoring will be performed during cleanup activities to verify that site related
contaminants are not migrating off-site. Dust and odors will be controlled at the site as needed.
Next Steps
The applicant is expected to begin the IRM within the next 4 weeks. IRM activities are estimated to take
about two months to complete. After the applicant completes the IRM cleanup activities, they will
prepare an Interim Remedial Measure Construction Completion Report that summarizes the results.
NYSDEC will review the report, make any necessary revisions, and, if appropriate, approve the report.
The applicant is also conducting an environmental investigation of the site. Additional investigation
activities will be completed after the IRM is performed
NYSDEC will keep the public informed during the cleanup of the site. The IRM Work Plan is available
to the public (see “Where to Find Information” below).
Background
NYSDEC previously accepted an application from the applicant to participate in the Brownfield
Cleanup Program. The application proposes that the site will be used for commercial/residential
purposes.
The site consists of approximately 4.73 acres of land improved with three (3) inter-connected buildings
and a fourth separate building. In total, these buildings occupy approximately 89,280 square feet of the
site (footprint area). One building is currently used by the Rochester City School District for
administrative purposes. The remaining buildings are largely vacant, except for some commercial/light
industrial tenants. Surrounding properties include a mix of commercial, light industrial and residential
uses. The site is bordered by St. Paul Street to the west with an office building beyond, Lowell St. to the
south with a City of Rochester park beyond, Martin Street to the east with a restaurant and residential
properties beyond, and Hartel Alley to the north with a restaurant and a light industrial building beyond.
The site was developed prior to 1875 and has historically been used for industrial purposes. From
sometime around 1920 until the late 1960’s, the property was used by Bausch & Lomb to manufacture
lenses and other products. From the early 1970’s until 2000, the site was primarily used for commercial
purposes and storage.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Where to Find Information
Project documents are available at the following locations to help the public stay informed. These
documents include the Interim Remedial Measures Work Plan.

Central Library of Rochester and Monroe County
115 South Avenue
Rochester, NY 14604-1896
(585) 428-7300
Hours: Monday through Wednesday: 9am-6pm
Thursday: 9am – 9pm
Friday: 9am – 6pm
Saturday: Closed (July & August)
Sunday: 2pm – 5pm (July & August)

Lincoln Branch Library
851 Joseph Avenue
Rochester, NY 14621
(585) 428-8210
Hours: Monday & Wednesday: 10am – 7pm
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 12pm – 6pm
Saturday: 10am – 2pm
Sunday: Closed

Phillis Wheatley Community Library
33 Dr. Samuel McCree Way
Rochester, NY 14608
(585) 428-8212
Hours: Monday & Wednesday: 12 pm – 7 pm
Tuesday & Thursday: 10 am – 7 pm
Friday: 12 pm – 6 pm
Saturday: 10 am – 2 pm
Sunday: Closed

NYSDEC Region 8 Office
6274 East Avon-Lima Road
Avon, New York 14414-9519
Phone: 585-226-5324
Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30 – 4:30
(call for appointment)

Rochester City School District Offices
131 W Broad St
Rochester, NY 14614-1187
(585) 262-8100
Hours: Monday through Friday 9am – 5pm

Who to Contact
Comments and questions are always welcome and should be directed as follows:
Project Related Questions
Mr. Frank Sowers, P.E.
New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation
6274 East Avon-Lima Road
Avon, New York 14414
(585) 226-5357
flsowers@gw.dec.state.ny.us

Site-Related Human Health Questions
Mr. Justin Deming
New York State Department of Health
547 River Street
Troy, New York 12180-2216
1-800-458-1158, ext. 27860
jhd01@health.state.ny.us

If you know someone who would like to be added to the site contact list, have them contact the
NYSDEC project manager above. We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and
tenants, and/or post this fact sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see.
Receive Site Fact Sheets by Email
Have site information such as this fact sheet sent right to your email inbox.
NYSDEC invites you to sign up with one or more contaminated sites
county email listservs available at the following web page:
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html .
It’s quick, it’s free, and it will help keep you better informed.
As a listserv member, you will periodically receive site-related information/announcements for all
contaminated sites in the county(ies) you select.
You may continue also to receive paper copies of site information for a time after you sign up with a
county listserv, until the transition to electronic distribution is complete.
Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet.
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