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UNIT OVERVIEW 

 
STAGE ONE: Identify Desired Results 
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Long-Term Transfer Goal  
At the end of this unit, students will use what they have learned to independently… 
The unit Looking for Pythagoras will allow students to explore side lengths and areas of right 
triangles and squares.  They will also develop skills recognizing rational and irrational numbers, 
locating irrational numbers on a number line, relating the area of a square to its side length amd 
the volume of a cibe to its side length.  

 

 
 

Meaning 

Enduring Understandings  
Students will understand that… 

 Develop strategies for finding the distance 
between two points on coordinate grid 

 Explain a proof of the Pythagorean 
Theorem and use the Theorem to solve 
everyday problems 

 Recognize rational and irrational numbers 

 Relate the area of a square to its side 
length amd the volume of a cibe to its side 
length.  

 Estimate square roots and cube roots 
 

Essential Questions 
Students will consider such questions as… 

How do driving distance and flying 
distance between two coordinates 
relate to each other (1.1)?  How do the 
coordinates of endpoints of a segment 
help draw othewr lines, which are 
parallel or pendicular to the segment 
1.2)? How does knowing how to 
calculate areas of rectangles and 
triangles help in the calculation of 
irregular areas? 
 

 Acquisition  
What knowledge will students learn as part of this 
unit?  
What are the variables in a problem? 
Does the problem call for using the Pythagorean 
Theorem? 

What skills will students learn as part of this 
unit? 
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Do I need to find the distance between two 
points? How are the side lengths and the area of 
square related?  

 
 STAGE TWO: Determine Acceptable Evidence 
 Assessment Evidence 

Criteria for to assess 
understanding: (This is 
used to build the scoring 
tool.) 
 

Performance  Task focused on Transfer: 
Unit test  

 
 

Other Assessment Evidence: 
 Check up (post investigation 1) 

 Unit test 
• Self-assessments of learning targets 
• Teacher observations 
• Common assessment (task be determined during CPT) 

T, M, A 
(Code for 
Transfer, Meaning 

Making and 
Acquisition) 

STAGE THREE: Plan Learning Experiences 

 Learning Events:  

 
 

Evidence of learning: 
(formative assessment) 
•Reflection questions 

•Ace questions 

•Class work 

•Teacher observations 
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