The Fall of the Roman Empire
Background
The Roman Republic was founded in 509 BCE.  

Law
Rome's greatest achievement was its system of laws. Some of the features of this system include, men being equal under the law, having the right to face their accusers, and being considered innocent until proven guilty.  Later, these laws were written down and named the Laws of the Twelve Tables.  Many aspects of this system of justice survive today in law codes around the world.
Architecture
In architecture, Rome used the arch and dome quite extensively.  An example of Roman use of arches and domes can be seen in the Pantheon.  Romans were well known for the building of aqueducts, which were bridge like structures used to carry fresh water across long distances. In Segovia, Spain the Roman aqueduct still functions today.
Causes of Decline – The Roman empire grew weak as a result of internal problems and external pressures.  Overexpansion of the empire, high taxes, and foreign invasions all weakened the empire.  Roman emperor Diocletian divided the empire into two parts in a failed attempt to restore order. The year A.D. 476 is the date generally considered to mark its fall.  The Eastern Roman empire survived, however, and became known as the Byzantine Empire.
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	Outside invaders attack Empire

Roman army lacks discipline

Romans forced to hire Mercenaries.
	Over Taxation of Roman Citizens

Middle class disappears

Romans use too much slave labor


	Government gets too strict

Citizens stop supporting Govt.

Diocletian divides empire

Govt. officials become corrupt
	Population declines because of disease and war.
People become selfish, greedy, and lazy.


