4 GERMANY — HITLER

The global context

Autheritarian states — states in which the ruling
regime is not accountable 1o the people and

in which political pluralism and civil rights are
restricted or simply abolished

take a variety of
torms. In the case of Germany this was a totalitarian
state, in which one party, driven by ideology,
sought o exert control over every aspect of the life
ol its dtizens and exercised a monopoly of power.

The emergence ol an authoritarian slate in

the form of an idealogically driven totalitarian
movement was nel unique w Germany, The First
World War acted as a catalyst for change in every
nation that participated, whether on the side of the
victors or the vanguished. The new authoritarian
regimes of the first hall of the 20th century (in
Russia, ltaly, and Germany) were given their

apportunity because of the massive economic,
sacial, and political disruption caused by the
conflict and disillusionment produced by the werms
of peace, The destruction of older state systems

lesd o the emergence of regimes that, through
repressive measures, attempted to wiceld complete
control over every aspect ol the life of a nation.

Ttalian tascism served as a maodel tor Hitler in

the early vears of his movement. The lactors
explaining the rise of fascism in Ttaly (1919-1925)
show similarities with those that helped promote
the growvth of Natonal Sodalism in Germany.
Germany’s case (1919-1934) illustrates how a
totalitarian regime emerged atter a brief period

ol demacratic government following 1the First
World War.

Timeline
The "November Revolution® and
deelantion of 8 republic Aconvention held in Weimar to produce
aconsttution for the new democratic
Early problems and threats to the republic
VWeimar Republic, political and 1919-1923
ecanomic Weimar's "Galden Era/Gilded era”
1923~ 1929 af growth and stability under the

Decline of accountable democratic
government and rule by presidential
decree

Gleichschaltung and the
establishment of the Fiihrer state was
largely accamplished

chancellorship [three months] and then
Foreign Ministry of Gustav Stresemann

Death of the Weimar Republic and the
rise and establishment of National
Socialism; Hitler becomes chancellor
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4.1 The emergence of the authoritarian

state in Germany, 1919-1934

Conceptual understanding

Key questions

~ Was demacracy desperately desired in Germany in 1918, ar was its
implementation part of a scheme by Germany's wartime leaders [Field
Marshals Hindenburg and Ludendori] to avoid a punitive settiement after
Germany's surrender?

Was the constitution established in 1919 a hindrance to successful
democratic practice?

What role did economic distress play in polarizing and brutalizing German
political life during the peried? How valid is AJP Taylor's view that “only the
Great Depression put the wind into the sails of National Socialism"?

What elements in Germany after 1918 were either actively hostile or simply
apathetic towards the new system?

Was the nse to pawer of 3 party committed to a totalitarian system a story of
the “inesistible rise” of National Socialism?

Key concepts
Change + Consequences
Causes ~ Significance
Hitler’s rise to power

The Wennar democratic systent established in Germany aller the First
World War, preceded the establishment of the single-parnty Natienal
Sodialist state, which was elleciively consolidated in 1934 when Adell
Hitler became Fiihrer of Germany. National Socialism gained the support
ol the military. which eliminated domestically the last major obstacle to
Hitler's ambition to establish his “Thousand Year (Third) Reich”.

In explaining the emergence of the *Hitler state”, it was common to
describe the Weimar Republic *as a troubled interlude between two eras
ol greater and moere sinister impaontance: the Wilhelniinian Kaiserreich,
which saw the consolidation ol a unified Germany, and the Third Reich.
which destroyed it™, Weimar was seen as “a desperate and grudging
experiment in democracy whose decisive failure had consequences not
only for Germany but the world”,

Such interpretations are linked te a pessimistic view of German history,
in which the trivmph of National Soaalism is accepred as an inevitable
and irresistible force welcomed by most Germans, However, at no point
prior to the establishment of the one-party state in Germany did the
National Sodialist German Workers' Party {(NSDAP} achieve support
[rom the majority of the electorate. The highest percentage ol votes
achieved in March 1933 was 43.9 per cent = impressive, but short of
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an absolute majority, The Nazis achieved
power not because most Germans
actively desired it but because of a
combination ol circumstances, which
calls into question the claim that the
NSDAP “seized power”, as Nazis later
claimed. More recent interpretations
emphasize the *Stabibergabe™ - the
“passing of the baton” or handover

al poswer - by vested interests in
Germany that tried to use the Nazis to
counter the rise ol the Communist Party
(KPD) in the period 1932-1933.

Pessimists and catastrophises see the
years 1919-1934 as litle more than

a prelude to Hitler’s rise to power.

The Britsh historian AJP Taylor later
claimed that *if there had been a strong
demeocratic sentiment in Germany, Hitler
would never have come to power .. (Germans) deserved what they got
when they went round cryving fer a hero.” Germanaphobes willingly
accepted a simplistic argument that the emergence and coming to
power at Natianal Socialism was the result of an inherent inability in
the German character 1o appreciate and accept democratic prnciples.
Such a view adds lirtle 1o an understanding of the complexity of the
periad: the problems (internal and external) facing the democratic
experiment and mistakes made by political parties and individuals

that brought about Nazi success. As lan Kershaw pointed out, “Hitler
was no in exorahle product of a German “special path” (Seaderweg), no
logical culmination ol long-term trends in specifically German culture
and ideology.”

Tee an andes
L i il

Conditions in which the authoritarian state emerged

1 A discredited parliamentary svstem 1hat, due o instability and policy
crrors, praduced a high level of disillusionment and frustration

2 The dislocation produced by the First World War of 1914 1918
and the subseguent Paris Peace Settlement, which produced
revisionism, nationalism, and revanchism

3 Economic erises that produced social and economic condivons
causing panic among the population, that is, political extremism
resulling from economic instability

4 Fear of the Lelt, which was increased by the existence of the new
Sovicr state and the growth of socialist/communist movements in
western Europe

5 The collaboration/capitulation ol the existing political establishment
or institutions — swhen vested interests underestimated the Fascisis!
Nazis in a tragedy of miscalculation

6 Semi-legal assumption of power, despite subsequent fascist/Nazi
claims of a “seizure of power”

fer §eldmarfdyall verteibigte,

vettete und einigte Ser Sold

A The captian to1his posteard from 1933 reads: "What the king conguered, the prnge
formed, the field marshal cafended and the soldier saved and united.”

Research and thinking skills

The figures shown on the postcard above
are, from leftto right, Frederick the Great
of Prussia, 0tto von Bismarck, Paul von
Hindenburg, and Adolf Hitler:

1 With reference to the personalities
shown on the postcard, what was the
intended message of this card issued
by the Natonal?

2 Find outthe meaning of the phrase
“Janus-faced”. In what way does the
postcard illustrate this characteristic
of National Socialism?

revisionism

The desire to alter the tarms of what was
perceived as the unjust treaty settiement
after the First World War.

revanchism
The desire for revenge.

vested interests

Groups orindividuals {such as pelitical
leaders, businessmen, and landowners)
with an interest in resisting changes they
feltwould be 1o their disadvantage.
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pragmatism

Awillingness ta be flexible and adapt to
circumstances instead of sticking rigidiy
(dogmatically] to principles.

millenarianism

From “millennium’; literally a thousand
years, and penerally taken to mean the
promise of a future period of prosperity
under the regime.

Left and Right

During this period “the Left' was a term
commonly used to describe political
parties that were left of centre, tending
towards communist'sacialist beliefs,

By contrast, parties such as the German
Nationalists [DNVP] and the NSDAP were
referred to as the Right and Extreme Right
respectively. While the |3 does natuse the
terms in exam guestions, many textbooks
do use these terms to describe palitical
stances, inthe inter-war period especially,

Spartacists

A group of radical socialists, led by Rosa
Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, who
made a futile attempt in January 1919
o establish 2 Bolshevik-type state

in Germany,

Research skills

Look back over the factors that promoted
fascism/National Socialism, noted above,
and find specific details of the rise of
Mussolini's fascism in the period
1919-1926.

Compare the relative significance of the
factors promoting the growth of the two
extremist movements. Alternatively,
compare and cantrast the factors behind
the emergence of the Bolshevik state in
Russia, 1917-1924.
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7 The appeal of the movements/leaders and the skills of these leaders,
in terms of:

s pragmatism

* millenarianism (also referred 1o as “chiliastic”
programmes/promises}

*  propaganda

o paramilitary lorces and the use of violence o contrel
the streets and destroy opponents.

The emergence of the Nazi regime cannot be reduced to one simple
cause: the rise of authoritarian regimes is the result of drcumslances
lcading to popular disillusionment with a preceding governmental
system. In Germany this disillusionment led to popular demand for
change in uncertain times, and to the unwillingness of the papulation to
defend the preceding regime lrom overthrow by extremist groups.

The Weimar Republic, 1918-1933/34

In Germany the *November Revelution” of 19218 accurred on @ November,
although Kaiser Wilhelm 11, by then in exile in Holland, did not olfically
abdicate until 28 November, The declaration of a republic by Philip
Scheidemanin, an SPD (Social Democratic Party) leader, was [ollowed two
days later by the signing of an armistice with the Allicd powers.

The removal of the dynasty and the German defeat produced a vacuum

in political life that extremises sought to exploit. Only in January 1919 -
[ollowing an unsuccessful revelt in Berlin led by the Spartacists - was

a convention clected w produce a constitution for the new demaocratic
republic, The holding of the convention in Weimar {at a safe distance from
troubled Berling gave the republic its name and a constitution designed 1w
replace autocratic and dynastic rule with one based on popular sovereignty.

Below is an overview ol the six stages i the lile of the short-lived
democratic republic, linked to the question of why it failed and was
replaced by the National Socialist state. Weimar's existence was plagued
hy domestic and external problems that allowed outright enemices of
democratic principles - and those who had never provided more than lip
service 1o such principles — 1o subvert the republic.

Stage 1: 1918-1919

German military leaders later claimed that Germany’s deleat in 1918 was
a result of a “stab in the back” by internal enemies. While it was true that
no Allied armies occupied German soil at the time of the armistice, both
Hindenburg and Ludendorfd, the military leaders of Germany, realized that
defeat loomed, Weakened by blockade, by its own allies” collapse, by the
superior resources of a reinvigorated Allied enemy after the USA entered the
war in April 1917, and by worrying incidents of the breakdown ot military
discipline i Germany iselll surrender was necessary by late 1918,

The peace settlement that followved was likely 1o prove punitive (given
the severity of Germany's treatment of Russia at Bresi-Litovsk in March
1918 and the desire tor revenge against the Central Powers generally, and
Berlin specificallyi, The military leaders” acceplance of both Wilhelm 11%s
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abdication and a demaocratic form of government could thus be seen as a
means of tryving w0 reduce the damage that might be inflicted on Germany
in the treaty 1o come. It was haped that Germany, as 2 “democratic state”,
would avoid the wrath of the victorious Allies or, if not, that blame for any
punitive or “Carthaginian” peace would 1all on the new democratic system
rather than the High Command. It has been claimed that Hindenburg and
Ludendaorlf’s “last great manocuvre on the battlefield” was an attempt to
saften punishment rather than 2 commitment to democratic principles,
then or for the future. In this sense the radical change that eccurred in
German political life was essentially 2 “revolution from above” rather than
the result of popular groundswell.

Peter Gay wrole:

Germans had linle practice in politics... When the democratic Weimar
constitution operied the door to real politics, the Germans stood at the door.
gaping, lixe peasams bidde fo a palage.,

Commentators have seen the lack of familiarity with the practice ol
demacracy as a factor inhibiting the success of the Weimar system. Hugo
Preuss, a principal author of the new constitution, was aware early on of
the need for the rapid adoption of a new attitude 1o a system that came
unexpectedly for most Germans, stating:

One finds suspicions everywhere. Germans cannot shake off their old
political iimidity and theiy deference to the anthoritarian state. They do not
understand tha! the new government must be blood of their blood, flesh of
their flesh,
The lack of a “revolution from below” contrasted significanty with that
of the alder western Furopean democracies such as Britain or France,
where democracy was the outcome of popular pressures over a long
period o end authoritarian systems represented by absolute monarchy.
The democratic era in 20th-century German history was ushered in by
the same individuals and interests that were later wo preside over its
decline and dissolution. While this did not necessarily mean that the
system was doomed o [ailure, it provided a [ragile base [or development,
especially combined swith the tact the democratic government became
linked, in the eyes ol many, o the betrayal, deleat, and national
humiliation of Versaillesin 1919,

The Verailles Treaty (or “Dikeat™) produced bitterness because of the
perceived injustice of the punishments inflicted upen Germany. Article

231 — the “War Guilt Clause”™ — was deeply resented and relerred w as the
Kricgsschneldiiige (the War Guilt Lich. Article 231 paved the way for the Allies
1o strip CGermany of territory in Europe, ol its colonial empire and military
capacity, and 1o enforce the payment of reparations for sar damages.

While Germany el itsel! the victim of a callous Allied prace

scrtlement, the country still retained the potential tor recovery - not
only economically but also geopolitically, since it was now girdled 10
the cast by new states of dubious cconemic and military strength and

a weakened Soviet Union focused on domestic reconstruction and
development. As the Austrian playwright Hans Weigel later wrote in
relation 1o the impact ol the Paris Peace Settlement on Austria-Hungary,
“Germany lost an empire, we lost a world.”

Research and thinkin

1 What“price”, in economic and
territorial terms, was Bolshevik Russia
forced to pay in the Treaty of Brest—
Litovsk in order 10 quit the var with
Germany?

2 In what ways could this be considered
3 punitive peace?
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Al the time, relatively

/lew Germans accepted that the “dictated peace”

was anything but a national shame. Nationalists held the governmenal
svstem responsible for signing the armistice and the Versailles Treaty,

Summary of the terms of the Treaty of Versailles

Article 231: The "War Guilt Clause” [or the “War Guilt Lie”]
by which Germany and its allies were held respensible for
the war of 1914- 1918; Germany was named but not held
solely responsible, as many students believe.

Territorial provisions:

e Germany lost 13 per cent of its European territory,
12 per cent of its population and all its calonies, which
were distributed 10 other powers, This meant the loss
of 16 per cent of coal praduction, 48 per cent of iron
production, 15 per cent of agricuitural preduction,
and 10 per cent of manufacturing capacity. (Many of
these assets had only been acquired by Prussiainthe
19th century, in a series of wars during the unification
of the natian,]

e Alsace-Lorraine was returned to France, Eupen and
Malmedy to Belgium, and Posen and West Prussia to
the new state of Poland; Danzig was to become an
international city under the supervision of the League
of Nations, and Memel was returned to Lithuania.

* Northem Schleswig became part of Denmark and
Upper Silesia became part of Poland. The Saar was put
under control of the League of Nations; a plebiscite
was to be held in 1935 to determine its future.

* Anschiuss [or union) with Austria was forbidden.

Financial penalties: Reparations of E6600 million
sterling were to be paid in restitution for the “loss and
damage” caused by the war,

Military provisions:

* Demilitarization of the Rhineland area and its left bank
10 be occupied by Allied forces for 15 years.

* Germany's army 1o be restricted to 100 000 men; no
conscription, tanks or heavy artilleny.

*  Navy restricted to 15 000 men, no submannes and
the fleet limited to six battleships, six cruisers and
12 destroyers,

* Germany not permitted to have an air force,

Stage 2: 1919-1

923

Even betore the republican constitution was adopted in August 1919,

the new government,

under Friedrich Ebert (SPD), lound itsell laced

with threats ta its survival, On 10 November Fhert concluded a pact with

Wilhelm Groener, Ch
military suppaort again

iet of Stalf of the German military, In return for
151 enemies of the new Republic, Ebert agreed to

allow the army to remain a virtual *imperiom in imperio” (“state within
a state”). Until 1934 — when it took an oath of allegiance o Hitler — the
military, rather than being the servant of the peeple and its elected
representatives, acted in its own interests. Military support proved

conditional throughon

t the life of the Republic - the army chose when

it would act in detence of the government. and when it would not. In

the case of the Sparta

cist uprising of 1918-1919, the army was ready

1o suppress the “Bolsheviks® with alacrity, but at the time of the Kapp
putsch in 1920 — a move by those on the appasite side of the political

spectrum from the Spartacists - the military declined 1o act in defence of
the state. With the statement " Reichswelir does not fire upon Reiclisweinr”,
the army made it clear that it would not act against forces it considered
good German nationalists, many of whom were ex-soldiers. Only a
socialist-inspired general strike ended the putsch,

Key provisions in the constitution are often blamed for the lailure of
Weimar democracy, Although Article 17 introduced universal and secret
suflrage, it alse the stated the principle of proportional representation,
identitied as a major weakness of the system. Proportional representation
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meant that the plethara of political parties were often unable 1o form
Jong-term stable governments, either on their own or in coalition. To blame
the system is simplistic: no system could succeed without a willingness o
work in the spirit of demacracy. Some political parties of Weimar were either
actively hostile or ambivalent towards democratic government, accepting it
but olten looking back londly 1o the pre-Weimar Wilhelminian era.

Political parties committed to democracy included the Sodal Democrats
(SPD), the Democratic Party (DDP), the German People’s Party (DVP)
and the Centre/Zentrum and its sister party, the Bavarian People’s Pany
(BVP}. although by the eariy 1930s the [atter two began to veer towards
support of movements with non-democratic programumes.

The main political parties of the Weimar era

Article 48 has also been identified as a constitutional weakness, Tt stated that
the president was entitled 1o suspend basic principles of the constitution and
rule by emergency decree “in the event that the public order and security
are seriously disturbed or endangered®, Given the tummoil in Germany in
late 1918 and early 1919, this provision was a practical one il rapid action
had to be taken to defend the demoecratic government, While it is accurate
10 claim that Germany alter March 1930 was run by emergency decree, and
in an increasingly authoritafan manner, was it the fault of the constitution
or the misuse (or abuse) of the constitutional proviston by individuals or
interests acting according to their own agenda?

The constitution was a construct of principles adopted from existing
systems in Western states and one of the most progressive documents
ot its time. Did it fail, or was it failed, because groups deliberately
undermined it and used the very Ireedoms permitted Lo destroy
accountable government?
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Vernunftrepublikaner

Republitans nat from conviction but from
necessity — for example, because of the

lack of practical alternatives at that time.

Weimar laboured from the beginning under economic and political
burdens not of its own making: the defeat in war. the signing of an
ignominious peace treaty, reparations, apathy from those steeped
in nostalgia for the pre-1914 authoritarian structure, and political
extremism and putschism. As Gay noted:

o from the beainning (of the Republic) there were many who saw & fravas!
with superh indifference or with that unholy delight in the suffering of others
Jor which the Germans have coined that evecative term Schadenfrende.

One thing that wlalitarian regimes did focus on, when consolidating
power in the USSR and in Nazi Germany, was the need to ensure

that basic governmental structures and apparatus were purged of
elements dislayal or potentially epposed to the new sysiem. Weimar,
due to its hasty establishment. inherited many administrators,
bureaucrats, judges, and army olficers from the time of the Kaiser. The
Wilhelminian structure was thus basically left intact after 1918-1919
and the democratic system was lelt 1o work with people who were, at
best, “reluctant Republicans” | Vernunftrepublikaner) and, at worst,
duwnright obstructionist and defiant. Neither Lenin nor Hitler made that
mistake when they established their single-party regimes. In both cascs
a rapid “deansing” ol the state apparatus resulied in a loyal machine 1o
deliver and implement single-party policics,

The polarization and brutalization ol political life in the early stages ol
the Republic was witnessed not enly in the Spartacist and Kapp threats
but also by communist uprisings in Munich, the Ruhir, and Hamburg
(1919-1923) and the arttempt by Hitler to copy (unsuccessiully)
Mussolini's “March on Rome” in November 1923,

The economic crisis of 1923

The “currency delirium® that convulsed Germany by late November
1923 was the result of events initiated by the Franco-Belgian occupation
ol the Ruhr area, Germany’s industrial heantland. France especiaily,
infuriated by a default in reparations payments and determined 1o
cenforce the Versailles Treaty provisions, appeared determined to teach
Germany a lesson — and possililly hold on w the area lor the longer tenn
to weaken any possibility of German recovery, The reactions 1o the
oucupalion were passive resistance and non-cooperation by the workers
of the Ruhr, along with government suppaort for the workers in terms of
wage payments, regardless ol the lact that production had collapsed. By
resorting to the printing press, inflation, which had been occurring since
the end of the war, accelerated 1o levels that destroved confidence in
Germany's currency and also in Weimar's ability 1o defend the territorial
and economic interests of the nation.

For the longer term, the inability ol Weimar wo cope with the crisis

ol 1923 helped undermine confidence in the system and contributed
1o anti-republicanism. This would provide the basis tor the growth of
support for authoritarian and totalitarian movements when a second
€Conomic crisis struck in 1929,

By November 1923 ane US dollar was worth 4.2 trillion German marks.
For many. savings accumulated over years were wiped out. These on
fixed incomes or pensions were ruined and a barter cconomy emerged.
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While there were beneliciaries ithose with access o foreign currency and
those with outstanding loans that could be paid off casily, for example. the
German industrialist Hugo Stinnes), for most citizens the experience was
one of misery. The government of Chancellor Cuno resigned in August
1923, to be replaced by a new coalition of the DDP, SPD, Zentrum and
DVP under Gustay Stresemann. Under Stresemann, recovery [rom the
economic disaster, aided by the USA in the shape of the Dawes Plan of
1924, ushered in a period known as the Golden Era (1924-1929),

But before the recovery, extremists in Hamburg (Communist Party

of Germany or KPD) and in Munich {Nazi Party or NSDAP} had

seized the opportunity to exploit the situation by staging unsuccessful
uprisings against the gevernment. In the case of the National Socialists,
Hitler's *Beerhall Putsch” (also known as the November, or Munich,
Putsch) proved an inglorious tailure, although the subsequent trial and
sentencing allewed the Nazis wo aniculate their ideology natonally

for the first time. In Mein Kampt, sritten during his briet period of
imprisonment, Hitler stated:

All greal smevements are popular sentiments, voilcaiiic erupiions of fiemai
paassions and emotional senvimenis, stivved either by the criel Goddess of

Distress or by the firebrand of the world hurled amongst the masses. ..

This climate of econamic and sodal distress encouraged his gamble to
seize power, but the fac that it ook him another decade or more o
gain power suggests that such distress did abate, at least tempaorarily.

I, as 'rank McDaonough claimed, Iitler’s “viopian dream could anly
have prospered in the dark of a very black night”, the achievements of
the Golden Fra of Weimar from 1924-1929 deprived extremism of the
opportunity o Hourish. Only by 1929 was recovery of National Sodqalist
fortunes made possible with the enset of the Great Depression, The rise
ol Hitler provides a classic example ol the generally accepred view that
political extremism arises out of economic misery,

The NSDAP's 25-point programme

The NSDAP was offidally founded in 1920, a renamed version of Anton
Drexler's German Workers” Party (DAP) established in Munich in 1919

Originally tasked by military intelligence to attend and report upon the

activities of such groups, Hitler joined the party, helping in the drafting

of a 25-point programme, and became leader of the NSDAP in 1921,

The programme contained a mixture of points thar could be pitched o

a wide audience. Mussolini daimed, in relation e Halian [ascisim, that,
“We play the Ivre on all its strings” — setting out a range of offerings
designed 1o appeal 1o as many as possible. The NSDAP, by its very change
of name fram the original DAP, snggests a similar approach o targeting
the population.

1L the intention of such a programme was 10 ¢nsure mass support, it
failed in the short term, Policies in the programme that sere aimed ar
various consiituencies in Germany - whether aggrieved nationalists, the
industrial working class, farmers, and small praprictors/businessmen, for
example - were already on offer by other parties. Atempis o wean the
population from existing party allegiances proved unsuccessful unigil the
economic crisis of 192% onwards.

Dawes Plan (1924)

This measure {undertaken by the US

to prop up the German and thus the
European econemies, which had also
suffered from Germany’s collapse)
allowed Germany to make economic
Improvements as well as reducing their
annual reparations payments that had
precipitated their default and the 1923
occupation of the Ruhr. The aid ensured
that America's export-driven economy
would benefit - and prevented the
growth of communism in Germany.
Anew currency [the Rentenmark] replaced
the viorthless mark in November 1923
and the American loans helped restore
confidence in this new currency,
renamed the Reichsmark in 1924,

Thinking skills

Find the specific points of the 25-point
programme at: avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/
nsdappro.asp

Given the circumstances in Germany
in the early post-war years, and with
reference to the 25 points, answer
the following:
Identify and explain what groups
orindividuais [for example, social?
economic/professicnal | might be
attracted by specific points of the
programme and which might not.
2 Towhat extent was the programme
“nationalist” and "socialist’ in
its offerings?
3 Which elements of the programme
suggested strong authoritarian and
anti-democratic tendencies?
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’ Lack ol suppert for National Socialism was illustrated by the abortive
putsch in November 1923 The treason trial of the putschists that
fallowed provided Hitler not enly with the epportunity to justily his
actions 1o a national audience but also reinforced the extent to which
the judicial system was unsympathetic to the democratic principles it
was constitutionally bound 1o uphold. Hitler and Ludendorl (one of
the military leaders who presided over the establishment of Weimar)
were dealt with feniently, Ludendorfl was acquitted and Hitler
received a five-year sentence. of which he served only nine months in
Landsberg prison,

The lack of sympathy for the Republic exhibited by important elements of
the state apparatus underlined the fact that Weimar remained, for many,
both unwelcome and unloved.

Approximate % of vote for political parties Stage 3:the Golden Age, 1924-1929

The vears of Gustay Stresemann’s leadership, first as chancellor for three
months in 1923 and then as Foreign Minister 1l his death in October
1929, ushered in a period of remarkable recovery in terms of economic
growth after the crisis of hvperinflation and a period of political stability
that contrasted greatly with the violence of the carlier vears.

Faith in the system under Stresemann sas retlected in the vating
patterns in the three Reichstag elections of 1924-1928, o the left.
Parties actively hostile to the Republic over the period made little
progress (the KPD) or lost beavily in terms of elecloral supporl

NSDAP = =2 = (the NSDAP). Canversely, the SPD, svhich was committed to the
_-- parliamentary system, made significant gains, While this does not
*'thers” refees W parties often based oo prove that attitndes 1o the Republic had undergone a profound change
indiidual states or regional interests or the among German voters as a whole, it did appear to offer hope that the

Independent Sacialists (USPD], wha had been a challenges to Weimar were over. Just as palitical extremism thrived

significant forca before 1924 butwhich had split  in conditions of social and economic suffering. the Stresemann era,

by 1922, with most members findingnew homes  during which a raft of economic and foreign policy measures were

within the €PD or SFD enacied, helped remove the reservoir et misery from which opponents
of demuocracy drew their inspiration and support.

The image of Germany during these years was of a nation recovering

not enly from the ravages of war but also one enjoving a respite from its
problems. Forces hostile to democracy were either in retreat or quicscent.
Yer the period was also one where 1ess attractive developments were
ebvious, and these threw into question how solid the achievements ol
the period were.
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The achievements of the Stresemann era

* Reseclution of the Ruhr problem [the basis of
hyperinflation)

Germany committed itself to making future
reparations payments. This promise, backed in
combination with the loans made 10 Germany by the
USA, allowed French and Belgian forces to withdraw
from the occupied Ruhr area and the resumprtion of
production of Germany's industrial heartiand.

* Restoration of Germany's finances with US aid under
the Dawes Plan of 1924

* Suppression of physical threats from extremist
movements in Hamburg and Munich in October and
November 1923

® Reconciliation with France in the Locarno Pact of 1925

I this pact, Germany stated its acceptance of its
western borders. All parties [France, Germany, and
Belgium] renounced the use of force, with Britain and

Italy acting as guarantars af the pact. Significantly,
eastern frontiers did not form part of the agreements
of the pact.

Recognition of Germany’s new status by the
Great Powers

Germany, originally excluded from the League of
Nations, was admitted in 1926. It now appeared
as ifthe nation was being welcomed back inta the
European family of Great Powers with tts Council
member position.

The Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928

Signatory states renounced the use of force in the
settlement of international disputes, Stresemann's
signing on Germany's behalf helped to convince
states that Germany was committed to peace and to
establish a possible basis for diplomatic revision of
the Versailles Treaty,

The failures of the Stresemann era

o The outcome of the trial of the putschists in
November 1923

This reinforced the fact that enemies of the Republic were
treated Jeniently, 35 long as they were of the nationalist
persuasion, This continued the earlier trend of treating
the perpetrators of political assassinatons differently
according to their political affiliation, Left-wing murderers
onaverage served a 15-year sentence; right-wing
murderers served four manths. Ko right-wing murderer

was given the death semence [out of 354 committed); 10
left-wing murderers were executed [out of 22 committed).

® The outcome of elections for a successor to President
Ebert after his death in February 1925

In April, the 78-year-old Hindenburg was elected.
Kolb noted that this "began ... a silent change in
the constitution, whereby — gradually and at first
barely perceptibly - the balance shifted in favour
of presidential power". Hindenburg, claimed Gay,
*smelled of the old order; he had been sold to the
public in a demagogic campaign as the great mzan
above parties”. As Stresemann himself noted in
1925, “The truth is, the Germans do not want a
presidentin a top hat... He has to wear a uniform
and a chestful of medals”.

* The end of accountable government, 1930

Under Hindenburg, accountable government was
replaced, by March 1930, with a process of rule

through Article 48 and a series of presidential
cabinets, culminating with the appointment of Hitler as
chancellorin January 1933.

Germany's reliance on US loans, which made it
vulnerable to problems shauld they be withdrawn

Natienalist groups saw the Young Plan [proposed in
1929, just before the death of Stresemann and the
Wall Street Crash) to reduce the reparation payments
set by the Dawes Plan of 1924 and extend the period
of repayment as a sign of the Republic’s continued
weakness, itwas seen as pandering to the Allied
powers and the Yersailles Diktat

Coalition governments

Conunuing coaliton governments were unlikely to
provide a firm foundation to deal effectively with major
economic or political preblems

Agrarian distress

Farmers’ debts accumulated as a result of decreasing
food prices, leading to agrarian distress even before
the depression af 1929,

Low industrial production

While improving, this was still behind other
developed European states, Unemployment
figures hovered around the million mark even
before the crisis of 1929,
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» The reorganization of NSDAP

While extremist parties made little electoral progress
throughout the period, the KSDAP worked to reorganize

tself asanationsl movement: The establishment of with party links (for example, associations for German
a strong leadership principle [Fihrerprinzip) under physicians, teachers, junsts, craftsm_en. sed small :
Hitler, the appaintment of Gauleiters [local area traders) and the use of propaganda aimed at explodting
leaders subordinate to Hitler], the promotion of the the grievances of thase in distress allowed the Nazis to

Voiksgemeinschaft (the concept of the People’s
Community based on blood rather than class), the
establishment of youth and professional associatiens

exploit the crigis of 1929 omwards and gamer support.

The movement’s decision 1o reject any more putsch attempts
M&m e and pursue a parliamentary road to power was stated by Hitler
X when he pronounced, “If outvoting them akes longer than
Sl Pl_l CI SS lMUS outshooting them, at least the result will be guaranteed by
M their osm constitution.” This periad ol preparation proved vital

T~

T for Nazi success in the altermath of Wall Street’s collapse, as did

the appointment ef Alfred Hugenberg as leader of the German
Natiomal People’s Party {DNVP} in 1928, Hugenberg, “among

and anti-democratic government increased its pace. Hitler,

v ali s ' ) 1 a N p. 2 »
the crowd of self-appeinted grave-diggers 1o the Republic®, had
“made avertures o Hitler, still the pariah of German politics™.
Even betore the Depression, the move towards authoritarian
} f | i i
| | |

W e 1 Bttete bue B — e e e b

A Simplicissimus, 21 March 1927: the caation at the tottem
reads, ‘They carry the initials of the institution, but wha

exhibits the spirit?”
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the rebel, was able to cloak himsell in the respectability that
l Hugenberg’s support would pravide.

Stage 4: decline (1930-1933)

The “Golden Years” of the Stresemann era might more
accurately be deseribed as “Gilded Years”. Foreign aid from
the USA, which did so much in the “Golden Years” 10 rescue
the economy, proved a double-edged sword. When America’s
economy collapsed, the tragile nature of Weimar's economic
structure was revealed — along with the abandonment of any
glimmers of growing taith in the Weimar system,

On 3 October 1929, Stresemann, “the political cement which
bound together the coalition ministries of those years”, died,
Later that month, the stock market on Wall Street collapsed.
The impact on Germany was huge: the country plunged
rapidly into depression, as short-term credas from the

US were recalled, Unemployment figures (high even before the crisis)
svared, from 1.3 million in September 1929 o more than 3 million in
September 1930, peaking at just over 6 million — a third of all German
workers - by early 1933,

The growth in support for extremism

The economic and psychological impacs ol the Great Depression were
not unique to Germany but it was in Germany that the political system
buckled under pressure. Anti-republican elements mobilized against
the parliamentary system, which appeared unable to deal with the
catastrophe that enveloped the nation.

Not only did frustration with the Republic produce a move 1o extremes
in vating returns {1930-1933) but. as Kolb pointed o, it became
“the primary abject of the industrial leaders (after 1929-30) to deprive
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the Reichstag of power and establish an autheritadan system of
government”, which would allow them 1o wage “a ruthless fight against

earch and thinking skills

parliamentarianism and the ‘party state’, social democracy and the trade 1 Find out what type of publication
unions.” The actions of these vested interests and the growth in support for Simplicissimus was - its ongins and
extremist parties were aided by the implementation of rule by presidential political outiok before and after 1933
decree alter March 1930, when the last truly accoumable government of 2 Bearing in mind the date of the
Weimar collapsed over the issue of unemployment insurance pavments. above front-page illustration and that
From then on, Weimar experienced a shift of power [rom the elected ‘econamic recovery was under way,
representatives of the people 1o “presidential cabinets”, in which decision- what pointwas being made about
making was in the hands of a select few, an increasingly senile President support for Weimar?

Hindenburg was entrusted with the power to rule in the interests of the
constitution during the period of distress, In practice, his appointment of
chancellors was determined by a circle of interests surrounding him with
a common outlook unsympathetic to demacratic government.

The day after the collapse ol the Miiller cabinet {27 March 1930),
Hindenburg appointed Heinrich Bruning, who became known as the
“Hunger Chancellor” because ol his deflationary economic policies
which, with thelr emphasis on increased taxation and reduced wellare
benefits, antagonized the parties of the Left and provided fuel for Nazi
mropaganda in the period of economic distress that fellowed. Llection
results tor the Reichstag in September 1930 revealed the growth ol
support for extremist parties in these new circumsiances ol misery,

Briining governed until May 1932 with the aid of emergency decrees
issued by Hindenburg. [le was dismissed svhen Hindenburg, under
advice from those surrounding him and worried by Brimning’s plan

1o implement agrarian changes that would adversely affect the large
landowners, brought in Franz von Papen as the new chancellor. Von
Papen's cabinet was referred 1o as the “Barons’ Cabinet® {the Almanach
de Gotha Cabinet = a reference 1o the directory of European rovalty and
higher nobifity) because of the preponderance ol arstocrats it contained,
The failure of von Papen’s cabinet 1o deal with the economic and
political unrest was responsible tor continued electoral gains for extreme
parties in the Reichstag elections of July 1932,

New elections in November 1932 witnessed a decline in votes lor
extremism of the Right, but a growth ol electoral support for the KPD. Von
Papen resigned, 1o be replaced by von Schicicher, who himsell resigned in
January 1933, 1t was on von Papen’s advice 1o Hindenburg - along with
the urging of pro-Nazis such as Hindenburg’s secretary Otto Meissner and
the president’s son Oskar - that Hiter was offered the position of chancello
{of a coalition cabinetl on 30 January, at a puint when the elections of the
previous November had revealed declining popular support for the NSDAILL

As Bracher commented:

Hitler made huis wav into the government. .. through the avthoritarian gap

in the Welmar constinetion (ie. the misuse of Article 48), and immediately set

about destroving the constitution he had taken an oath to defend.
Ven Papen’s helief that Hitler conld he controlled proved false. As carly
as 1928, Goebbels, in relation to Welmar parliamentary government, had
written in the Nari newspaper Der Angreff, *“We come as enemies; as the
woll bursts into the flock, so we come.”
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While it was not ver obvious in January 1933, with hindsight Peter
Gay claimed that, with Hitler's appointment, “The Republic was dead
in all but name, the victim of structural flaws, reluctant defenders,
unscrupulous aristocrats and industrialists, a historic legacy of
authoritarianism, a disastrous world situation and deliberate murder.”

Weimar loundered, not because of any major change in Nazi policy
(which remained remarkably consistent) but because of;

* the collaboration of elites that sought to use Hitler against a
perceived greater threat (communism)

e 1he failure of parties on the Lelt 10 combine in the inlerests of
self-preservation against an ideological enemy

* the reorganization of the Nazi mevement in its expansion from a
South German regional organization 1o a national one by 1929, which
allowed it to exploit opportunities with the enset of the depression

e the propaganda campaign waged by the Nazis to promote National
Saocialism and partray Hitler as the saviour ol Germany in its time

ol trouble.
Below are a series ol sources, primary and held in Thuringia witere the Nazi vote had dropped
secondary, focusing on the last years of democracy by 35 per centf, the liberal Vossische Zeitung saw
and Hitler’s coming to office. grownds for hope: the “nimbus of constany sucass has

) ished, mass propaganda has lost its sensarional
Source A appeal, the most superlative pronsises fall on
Reichstag election results: September 1930-November deaf ears. The recovery of health can commerice.”
1932 {showing number of deputies and % of national vote) Optintism renerned abivoad, top. Harold Laski, tie
TRCT I e ber Julu$932  Novemb Left-wing British scholar-seer of the London School
of Economics, thougiss that Nazist was a spent foree,
Extibiting an unerring capacity o get the major
issues hopelessly wrong, Laski predicted that Hitler
was destined to spend the evening of his life i a
Bavarian viliage, reminiscing in a beer garden about
how fre had nearly ruled the Reich.

Burleigh, M. 2000. The Third Reich. A New History.

| Source C
(128]  11(18%]  Kun Liidecke, in his 1938 publication [ bew Hider,

5 Yam - described the gloom that had descended on the
NSDAP 107 [18: Mﬁ?ﬁ_ﬁ 196(33.4%)  NSDAP by December 1932, citing excerpts from
NB: ‘Other parties” have not been included as

the diary of Joseph Goebbels, Hitler's propaganda
they make up anly a very small pereentage of

chiel, which indicated the despair within the party:

seats and percentages. For a more complete December 6: The (Nazi) situation in e Reich is
table see Eherhard Kolh's The Weimar Republic catastrophic,
(Routledge. 2004). Decentber 8: Severe depression prevails.... Financial
Source B wornes render all systematic work tmpossible. .. The
. dasger now exists of the witole Pariy's going to pieces. ..
Analysing the November and December 1932 Kor hiours on end the Fithree walké antovesty ip and

elecion results, fthe latter were conmmmunal elections

dawn the forel yoont, .. Onee he stops and merely says: »
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&
“If the Parey showld ever break wp, 'l make an end of

{hings i theee immides with @ revohwer”

December 17: We decide to work with all our means
on the Party organization. .. and see if we canniot
tift the argamization up again, in spite of alf.

December 20; We must summion all aur strengtis 10
rally the Party once niore.

Recember 21: Altercation and dissord. .. The financal
Crisis contintues.

December 29: 1t is possible that i a few days the
Fitkrer will have a conference with Papen, There a
new charce opens.

Litdecke joined the Nazi movement in 1922 and
hielped in the organization of the SA paramilitary
force as well as being given responsibility for
fundraising lor the Party, e was a close friend ol
Ernst Rishm, the SA leader killed in the purge of the
SA Jeadership in June 1934, Lidecke survived the
purge and was permitted to go into political exile in
Switzerland where, in 1938, the book was produced.

Source D
The decisive factor (which substantially facilitated
30 dantiary 1933) was the careless playing with
further-reaching projecss and the associated activity of
the Papen-Hlugenberg- Lindenbieg group, Belicving
with anshitions self-assurance that it was taming
and exploiting fie votalitorian mass wovement, tis
tiny minority i fact helped the National Socialist
teadership inte positions of power they had not been
able to achieve of thelr own accord.

Karl Dietrich Bracher. 1955, Die Aufldsung der
Weimarer Reprbiik.

Source E

Hitler's broad-based toralitarian movement was hot
capable of wppling the Republic on ity own, despilte the
Jace thar it had attained an astonisiing level of political
dynamism and had becone he voice of a good one-
titird of Germans as the crisis deepened.... By the end
of 1932 the NSDAP had plainly reached e fimiis of
it electoral potential and was showing siqns of falling
back once again. .. Afier 1930 the presidenitial regintes
destroyed what was left of the republicar constitutioin
and created @ power Vacuunt witioh their own moves
towards anthonitarianism proved unable to fll. .. In
1933, finally the new governing elite consortivm, in
partiership with the Nationa! Socalist movement,

released the destructive energies of tie Thivd Reich. The
German crisi fad become the German calastrophe; iis
reselt was & be the devastation of Furope.

Detlev Peukert 1991, Te Weinar Republic: The Crisis
af Classical Moderrrity.

Source F

Looked at politically, the resuir of the election is

s0 fearful because (tseems clear thai the presens
election will he the last normal Reichstag election
Sor a long time o come.... The elected Reichistag &
totally incapable of functiontng, even if the Zentrum
does in with the National Socialists. which it will do
withou! hesitalion i it seems b1 the tnterests of the
party. Genuine middic-class parties no longer éxist,
The one consolation could be the recognition that
tite National Socialists have passed their peak, ., but
against this stends the fact that the radicalism of the
Right has wileashed a strong radicalism on the Left.
e comminists have made gains everywhere and
tirus internal political disturbances have become
exceptionally biner. If iings are faced sguarely ard
soberly the sitwation is such that more than half the
German peaple have declared themselves against
tite present state, but kave not said what sort of state
thiey would accept, As tie lesser of may evils ta be
feared, ! think, weuld be the open asswmption of
dictatorship by the present governmient,

Wilhelm Kiilz (DDP (Staatspartei), former Weimar
Interior Minister and Mavor of Dresden, writing
of the November 1932 Reichstag election.

Source 6

I Janwary 1933 the German upper classes
imagined that they had taken Hitler prisorer. They
were mistaken. They soon found that they were

in the position of a factory owner who employs a
gang of roughs to break up a strike: Jie deplores the
violence, s sorry for kis workpeople who are being
beaten up, and intensely dishikes the bad manwers
of the gangsier leader whom he has called in. Al
e samie, fie pays the price and discovers, saon
enongh, that it e does pot pay the price (later,
even if he does) e will be shot in the back. The
gangstey chief sits in the managing dirvector’s office,
swrokes his cgars, finally takes aver the concern
simself, Such was the experience of the owning
classes in Germany after 1933,

AJP Taylor, 1945, The Course of German Hisiory.

=
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Source H Questions
Hitler was the last ciiance, net the first choice or e 1 How does the performance ol the KPD
elmiing magerity of (1930-1932) ditfer from that of the NSDAP

he traditional efites, Despite their anti-adensoc)

preferred solution for fhe overw

‘ accarding 10 source A7

e 1he elites th
WSHS Ine ediles [

’ ’ 1
oo fraomenite,
N fragmediica 2

Given that the economy was beginning to
show signs of recovery by autumn 1932,
why might businessmen and conservative
politicians find the result of the November
1932 ¢election worrying?

alernan, ns o be

perate conspivacy. .. in fact the

HNATY 1933 rep 2nis the bankr upicy of

ir strategies and of the goal of an essentially
ically reacrionary “counter 3 Whait could explain the relatively consistent
erent power perfarmance of the Zentrum/BVP in this

period of economic urmoil (1930-1932)2

Fitimaa nd 2
Iraaitiondal, §

revolution ™. The behaviour of the ¢

ized by an ¢ marion of

m strength and an underestimation of the 4  With relerence to sources B and C, explain
iy, why those hostile to National Socialism
might believe thal the danger of right-wing
extremism had passed by late 1922,

dalities of the new mass polit
lan Kershaw, Der 30 Januar 1933: Ausweq aus der
Krise und Anfang des Staatsverfalls,

5 What motive could von Papen have for

Source | approaching Adoll Hitler at this stage?

>

Explain the relerence in source D 1o

30 January 1933,

7 According 10 Bracher, what was the aim of the
Papen-Hugenberg-Hindenburg group in their

DER SINN DES dealings with the Nazi leadership?

HITLERGRUSSES:

8 Whai phrase does Bracher use to describe
the misguided attitude of this “group” in
their plans for “taming and exploiting the
IlJléI“(dI]Jn mass maovement™?

9 In what ways does Peukert's view of the
strength of National Socialism by late 1932
echo those shown in sources B, C and D?

10 According o Peukert, when had democratic
government in Germany ceased to exist
elfectively?

11 What is mecant by the phrase “governing
elite consortium®, which Peukert claims
entered a “parinership” with National
Sadialism in 19332

p

MILLOMIN

— 12 According 10 Kdlz, what was the most
revealing fact about the attitude of German
Kleiner Mann bittet um groBe Gaben voters towards the “present state” in Germany

- - z i T - Q129
A A-lZ 16 October 1932, The main caption reads, ‘The meaning in November 19322

of the Hitler salute’, fallowed by "Millicns stand tehind me”
and, at the bottom, “Litthe man asks for big pifts”,
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13 For Kiilz, what welcome development had “traditional elites” for their actions in late
the November election produced and what 1932 and early 19332
dangers faced the Republic in November 19327 17 With which political party was the A-1-Z

14 What does the phrase “lesser of two evils” (Arbeiter-Iustrierte-Zeitung) closely linked?
mean, and what did Kulz see as a possible 18 Whal was the purpose of this photomoniage

Q . 3 Y H 2, HITS g 3 e d . .
solution t continued political uncertainty? isource 1) produced by John Heartfield in

15 According to sources G and H, where does the October 19322
hlame lie tor the coming to power of National 19
Socialism by 19332

Who, or what, were the ‘millions’ 1o which

Heartfield was referring?

16 What impression is given in sources G ang 20
H ol the motives of the “owning classes™/

What values and limitations does such a
source have in explaining the rise of Hitler
and the NSDAP at this time?

Stage 5: from democracy to dictatorship
(January—March 1933)

Whether National Socialist beliels, whally or in part, were attractive

to a majority of Germans before or after 1933 is diflicult o ascertain.
Certainly there was never an absolute electoral majority for the Nazis
even alter the manipulation, bribery, and intimidation that marked the
last election in Germany (March 1933) before Weimar was wound up.

When Hitler was appointed chancelior by Hindenburg
(he was wor elected by the majority of German voters),
it was as chancellor of a mixed cabinel. Von Papen

was appointed vice-chancellor and anly three National
Sodialists were represented in the cabinet (Hitler, Goering,
and Frick), While ven Papen was reported as stating
that *Within two months we will have pushed Hitler

so [ar into a corner that hell squeak”, the events of

the lollowing months illustrated hosw Hitler had been
misjudged as he used his position as chancellor (and
Goermg's role as Minister of the Interior) 10 manoeuvre
himself into the role of semi-legal dictator,

Hitler's appoinunent may have been largely due o intrigue
or “political jobberv” on the part of the vested interests (ar
the waditional elite), but responsibility for the meteoric rise of
Nazi fortunes was not attributable to economic turmoil and
elite plois alone. The failure of the Left 10 unite in defence

of the Republic (and in the interests of their own future
security) and the skilful manipulation of circumstances by
the Nazis ([rom January 1o March 1933) set the scene lora
1etalitarian state in Germany. While democracy might have
been in a state of suspension since 1930, the developments of
1933 and 1934 led o its complete liguidation.

Inside the Left, the unwillingniess of the SPD and KPD to
recognize the danger of Hitler's movement allowed the Nazis

10 consolidate power. Relations hetween the SPD and KPD SOI'ALDEMOKRATEN
(both of which Hitler considered “Marxist™) had become

embittered as early as 191871919 with the crushing of the A SPD plection noster, 1932
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communist-inspired Spartacus vprising by the SPD-led Weimar government
ol Friedrich Ebent. The SPD manilesto of January 1919 declared:

We refuse any longer fo allow purseives jo be terrovized by lunatics ond
criminals, Order must be at long last estabiished in Berlin and the tranguil
erection of the new ... Germany aust be safequarded.

The crushing of the Spartacus uprising and the murder of its leaders led
o accusations by the KPD that the SPD were traitars to the workers’
movement and supporters ol a bourgeois, capitalist democracy. In

the tollowing years, with Moscow's enconragement, the KPD openly
vilified the SPD as “social fascists” - a party which distracted the
working class from Marxist goals - that by default aided the growth of
capitalism and what the KPD believed to be capitalism’s hired thugs:
the NSDAP.

In 1929, the Communist International {Camintern) railed against partics
such as the SPD whose “principal [unction at the present tme is 1o
disrupt the essential militant unity of the proletariat .., against capital”.
The programme maintained that “social democracy of all shades” had
hecome “the last reserve of bourgeois society and its most reliable
support”, The hostility between these two parties of the Left was not
resolved until it was oo late. By March 1933, Hitler was in a powerful
position as chancellor and, by August 1934, as Fiihrer,

Stage 6: the establishment of the Fiihrer state,
August 1934

Alter 1933-1934, Germans found themselves subjected to the beliefs
of Adolf Hitler's movement, until 1945, Ascribing the rise of Hitler

1o the position of chancellor to the errors of others is only partly
accurate, The NSDAP, since 1923, had worked steadily o build up its
organization and establish links with other movements of the Right
that would enable them to seize opportunities otfered by the years ot
despair after 1929,

In 1937 G. Ward Price commented on the contribution 1o Nazi success of
the steps taken alter the release of Hitler from Landsberyg prison:

Never has any Party prepared for pewer more thoroughly than the Nazis
durtng the eight years between Hitler's release from Landsberg and his
arrival af the Changellorsivip. Their campaign was by no means confined 1o
speeches and propaganda. With Gernan zest for organization the framework
of the Nazi movement was expanded and deparimentalized wnil it had
virtually became a “shadow government ™.

It frad its “Cahinet”, consisting of Hitler and his intimate advisers; a political
department, with sub-divisions gradually exteriding througheut the country:
a Press and propaganda erganization; and bureaux for dealing with labour

questions, agricultural interests, financial matters.

There were techntical corps for the Party's motor and aerial transport;
supply-services which passed large contracis for uniforms, banners and
Party equipment; an instieance fund for the dependenis of members killed
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or jrjured in clashes with the communisis. A leaald Branch conducred the

lawsuits in wihich the Party was frequently invelved, and lastly the defence

depariments of an aciual Government were represented by the Sterm Troopers

(SA) and the ~Protection Guards " (885) erganized on military lines under
their commanding officers, Ernst Rokor and Heinrich Himinler.

Such impressive organization required financing a Evidence indicates
that magnates such as Fritz Thyssen, Fricderich Flick and the 1G
Farben chemical group made contributions towards the NSDAP,
although they also contributed to other non-socialist parties. As HA
Turner pointed out, industrialists, by the crisis vears, were investing
the money as “political insurance premiums” in the sense that they
seught to “buy political insurance against the eventuality ol a capture
ol the government”,

Funding of other partes. especially the DNVE was just as significant
and the *alliance” of the DNVP leader Hugenberg, with whom Hitler
had made common cause over opposition to the Young Plan in 1929,
provided the Nazis with access to Hugenbery's conmmunications empire
(hoth press and film in the torm of the UFA ¢inema chain). Hugenberg,
“animated by insatiable political passions and hatreds masquerading

as convictions”, provided a vehicle for Nazi propaganda and a link to
conservative and other right-wing movements as seen in the meeting ol
Nazis, military leaders, and industrialists in Harzburg in Octoher 1931,
where Hitler was able 1o portray himsell as potential leader against the
dangers of communism.

The popularity of the NSDAP by late 1932, despite the drop in electoral
support, should not be nnderestimated. While reasons for Hitler's
accession to the position of chancellor can be attributed o other lactors,
many German voters (although not a majority) found the message of
National Sodialism attractive in the posi-1929 depression years, Not

all whao voted for the Nazis were committed to all points of the Nazi
package but, having cast their vote, they enabled the National Socialists
1o portray themselves as the choice of a significant part of Germany’s
population, This was what convinced important groups to collaberate
with them by 1933,

The ability 1o remain consisient in policy, combined with the fear factor
ol 19301933, allowed Hitler to put himsell forward as a national
saviour. It also convinced the political elite to *hire” him 1o rescue
Germany from [urther descent into political and economic chavs, {rom
which only the KPD seemed to be benefiting.

David Schoenbaum described these ideas, set out in Mem Kampf, as
“the jail-born reflections ot a frustrated revolutionary”, but in the
hothouse of discontent alter 1929, they struck a chord with many
Germans, Whether Germans swho vored tor the NSDAP agreed with all
the ideas 1s debatable, but a vole for National Socvialism was a vole ina
sense far the package, Nationalists, anti-Semites, and anti-communists
may have been auracied w individual elements but the National
Sacialist state and Hitler proved consistent in its pursuiz of all the
elements once in power,

Research and communication

skills

1 Reacthe article "Who voted for the

Nazis?" by Dick Geany [History Today,
Vol. 48 [10], Dctober 1998 available at
http-www.johndclare.net'Weimaré
Gearyhtm).

Identify the particular appeal to vaters
(by gender and social class) of the
NSDAP, 1928-1932.

In groups, discuss the particular
appeal of the NSDAP to specific
sectors of German society, and why
other sectors appear to have been
relatively immune to the Nazi appeal.
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Palingenesis: the rebirth of

Athe nation, purged of non-
Germanic elements.
National Secialism was
“Janus-faced” - looking
Back to & glorious German
past and forward to 8
greater futura

Rejection of
eqalitarianism and
th hosﬁllty 1o
demacracy and
cammunism, wehich
were puuivld as
divisive of the
community

A The ideas of National Sotialism

the emphasis on
the “Folk" -a

byblooumd’ ethnicity

Greater Germany: the
inclusion of all Germans in
an enlarged German state.

Eventual expansion in-

search of living space

{Lebensraum} for the

German people

In early 1933 the Nazs were stll part of a coalition government. Only
in the following months did the Party convert itself into a virtual
dictatorship, confirmed by August 1934 on the death ol Hindenburg and

the adoption, by Hitler, of the position of Fithrer {combining the office of

chancellor and president),

Roger Griftin wrore:

For those wihio came under its spell, the Hitler movement alchentically
transformed a gengralized despaiy at the present order of society, a sense of
being a foreigner it one’s owit country, nto fepe for the future, @ sense of
belonging. This, rather than anti-Semnitism or midale-class veaction as such
accourntts for the build-up of the parly and [he SA before 1928, despite the

pathetic showing at the ballos bex. ...

the slogan "Germany awake ", the

ommipresent Swastika witht its cennotations of mystic regeneration and the
appearance of Hitler as the entbodinient of a new order could symbolize the
Ropes and certainiies witich the Weimar stase could no longer provide.




4.2 Hitler’s consolidation of power,
1934-1935

Conceptual understanding
Key questions

Ta what extent was Nazi rule by 1933-1934 the result of canservative
groups, fearful of the Left, “hiring” Hitler?

To what extent did Nazi foreign policy help to keep the regime in power?

What were the major foreign policy objectives and actions undertaken by
the regime?

Key concepts
Significance
-+ Continuity

Nazis used the term “Madhsergreifung” (seizure of power) to describe the
appointment of Hitler as chancellor in January 1933 although. as Eanwell
points out, *at first, this was more a statement of hope than a description
of pelitical reality™. From January 1933 10 August 1934 Hitler [ocused
on converting his position to one of complete control by eliminating
obstacles to Nazi rule. e was able 10 do this by using intimidation and
bribery and both the political clite and the Lett oppaosition failed to
combat his moves,

Hitler as Chancellor

The decision 1o call new elections in March 1933 was Hitler's attempt
1o seek to improve Nazi election figures, which had declined in the
November 1932 Reichstag vote. Given that he was now able to use

Tus position as chancellor and wke advantage of the roles ol Gormg as
Prussian Ministry of the Interior (Prussia being the largest by tar of the
German states) and Frick as National Minister of the Interor, it was
believed that the NSDAP was capable of achieving an absolute majority
for the first time in Weimar's troubled history.

The burning of the Reichstag

The burning down of the Reichstag on 27 February, a week or so
belare the March election, has been interpreted as a Nazi plov 1o
frighten voters into giving their support lor the NSDAP as a bulwark
against a supposed KPD uprising, There is little doubt that Marinus
van der Lubbe was responsible [or the [ire but whether he was

acting alone, was a victim of National Socialist subterfuge, or pan ol

a larger communist conspiracy remains unclear. It appears that the
NSDAP stownd 1o gain most from the fire, Hitler, according to Hermann
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Elaction results of the main parties,
March 1933

Rauschning (who later fell out ol favour with the regimes, remarked:
“The Reichstag Fire gives me the opportunity Lo intervene. And 1
shall intervene,” Rauschning reported later, from exile, that *Giring
described how “his boys' had entered the Reichstag building by a
subterranean passage from the President’s palace, and hosy they had
only a lew minutes at their disposal and were nearly discovered”.

Van der Lubbe was tried and executed. Rauschning and anti-Nazi
contemporaries such as Willi Miinzenberg (author of The Brown

Book of the Hitler Terror) blamed the NSDAP for the fire, viewing it

as a Nazi attempt 10 portray the incident as the beginning of a KPD
insurrection. According to Munzenberg, the KPD were the victims of a
Nazi conspiracy. Given the subsequent ease with which the KPD were
dealt with, it appears that they were woelully unprepared o defend
themselves, far less spark a revolution. For Hitler, it alloswed him, as
chancellor, 1o carry out his dream of “crushing ... the murderous pest
with an iron fist™.

Using the excuse that Germany was endangered by a communist coup
d'¢tar, Hitler persuaded Hindenburg o issue an emergency decree that
temporarily suspended basic rights and “thus was laid anc of the legal
cornerstones of the Nazi dictatorship”™.

The March 1933 election

The election of March 1933 resulted in a leap in votes for the NSDAT,
whiich gained 288 oul of 647 seals in the Reichstag {43.9 per cent) -
still nat an absolure majority despite the propaganda campaign and
anti-communist hysteria that characterized the Nazi pre-election
campaigning. Only with the collaboration of the DNVP and their

8 per cent of the vote was Hitler able 1o form a majority coalition. Even
at this stage, and despite the propaganda value of the Reichstag fire,
the majority of German voters were unwilling to deliver an outright
majority for the Nazis.

What was significant, as Richard Fvans has painted out, was that

o tivarly iwo-ihivds of the velees Bad leal their suppent (o pariies — the Nazis,
the nationalists, and the ComPIRists — Wito Were open enenties of Welnmar
aemocracy. Many more hiid veted for parties, principally the Cenive party
{Zentruns) and ity soutlern asseciate the Bavarian People’s Party, whose
allegiance to the Repudlic had all but vanished.

Streel violence preceded and [ollowed the March elections as Nazi

SA members (brownshirts) attacked KPD and SPD paramilitary
organizations, Reichstag deputies and offices. The breakdown of law
and order initiated hy the Nazis was the excuse nsed by Hitler for tighter
measures Lo save Germany from a chaos largely manufactured by the
Nazis themselves.

The KPD, whose leaders had been arrested after the Reichstag fire,
lound itsell a lorbidden organization. While the names ol communist
candidares had not been remaved from the election lists and the party
itself gained 81 deputies, none was permitied 1o sitin the newly elected
parliament or vote an legislation.
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The Enabling Act and the end of democratic government

Hitler imrroduced an Enabling Bill that would allow him to rule by
decree [or [our years, essentially making him dictator. His coalition with
the DNVP gave him 52 per cont, By eliminaring the 12 per cent of the
KPD, by intimnidating many of the SPD deputies [rom atlending the
meeting in the Kroll Opera House (the new venue for the Reichstag after
the fire}, and by offering the Zenurum/BVP guarantees for the pretection
of rights of the Catholic Church, the two-thirds majority he needed was
surpassed. All deputies who attended the session, except those of the
SPD, voted in favour of the Bill - thus making it into the Enabling Act
(444 10 94 deputies voting in faveur).

Through bullying, banning, and “buving” the support af the Catholic
parties {with approval from the Vatican, which in 1929 had already
made an agreement with the fascist regime in ltaly), demaogcratic
government was buried in Germany. Hindenburg signed the Bill, more
or less ransferring his constitutional pawers 10 the chancellor. Whether
Weimar's death was the result of political murder or palitical suicide
remains an area of debate.

Oreo Wels, the SPD leader in the session, delivered the epitaph for
demaocracy and for his doomed party when he declared:

In this historic fiour, we German Sacial Demacrars solemnly profess our
allegiance fo the basic principies of umanity and justice, freedom and
saciafisen. Ne Erabling Act gives you the right to annihilate ideas that are
erernal and indestricctible.

The fact that he attended the meeting with a concealed cyanide capsule
in case he were ta be arrested and tortured for his opposition, revealed
the level of brutalization political and parliamentary life had reached.

The passage of the Actin March 1933 was the prelude to a raft of
legislation as the Nazis implemented the process of Gleichschaltung.

The Enabling Act alone was no guarantee that all institutions within
Germany were committed to National Socialist rule. Institutions such as
the Churches and the military, the labour movement, and the civil service
had 10 be brought under control in order 1o make Nazi power a reality.

The purge of the civil service

The Law [or the Re-establishment ol the Civil Service ol April 1933 was
enacted 1o aveid the dilficulties that had plagued Weimar. It constituied
a purge of the civil service, allowing the government to remove elements
it considered anti-Nazi. “Olficials whao are not of Aryan descent” were

10 be dismissed. as were “officials whose political activities hitherto do
not offer a guarantee that they will ac all times support the national state
without reserve”,

The intention was 1o remove anyone hasule 1o Natonal Socialism as
well as those of Jewish descent in public service — employees in the fields
of the judiciary, diplomacy, and education. This “cleansing” was also an
apportunity to reward loval Nazis (the “Old Fighters™ or Alte Kampfer —
those who had joined the party before Seprember 1930} as well as o
attract what became known as the “March Vielets™ those who joined
the Iarty alter March 1933 1o [urther their careers.




AUHTORITARIAN STATES

Socialism and National
Socialism

*Socialism” in the Marxist sense was
notwhat was meant in the context of
National Socialism. Whereas the former
was a political philosophy dedicated w0
the complete overthrow of capitalism
and which stressed the primacy of the
working class, Hitler's use of the term
was based on the idea of community -
the Volksgemeinschaft (charactetized
by blood and ethnicity] ratherthan
class, which was held to be divisive, The
original 25-point programme contained
anti-capitalist elements, but the concept
of private property and protection of
small businesses was emphasized.

Same Nazis did reject the power of

big business (the Strasser brothers,

for example] but Hitler was willing to
accommodate the major industrialists
during his rise to power [an example of
his pragmatism] in order to gain financial
and political support - much to the
imitation of these more radical elements
who, after 1933, expected more attention
to the matenal needs aof the workers.

186

The abolition of trade unions and political parties

The labour movement was associated with Lefrist influence, and the
Nazis sought tw break the trade univns and the power of vrganized
labour. In May 1933 such organizations were abolished and replaced
by a Nazi-run organization known as the German Labour Front (DAF).
Collective bargaining and the pawer 1o strike were forbidden as Hitler
announced his plan to re-establish “social peace in the world of labour”
and replace “discord” with *harmony” in the interests of the “people’s
community”,

The single-party state was technically established by July 1933, when
all political partics except the NSDAP were abolished. The Zentrum/
BVP voluntarily dissolved (on 5 July) with the prospect of the signing
of a Concordat between the National Socialist state and the Vatican
(signed 20 July 1933). Similarly, the DVP and the DNVP bowed 1o
pressure or the promise of gearantees of job security in the new
Germany (under the Law for the Re-establishment of the Civil Service)
and accepted self-dissolution,

The Night of the Long Knives (1934]

The purge of Germany's civil service was followed on 30 June by a purge
of the Sturmabteilung (SA} through a series of murders the Night of the
Long Knives, This purge was carried out for a variety of reasons:

e rivalry between its leader Emst Rohm and leading Nazis such as
Heinrich Himmler (chiet of the SS) and Goring

¢ ihe claim that Rohm was planning a “second revolution” o
redistribute wealth (Hitler had failed to distance himself from
industrialists and big landowners)

® 1he fear that Rolun's ambitions 1o amalgamate the SA and the armed
forces under his control would antagonize the army,

Berliners joked about the SA, referring o many of the ordinary
members as “beeisteaks” = *brown on the outside but Red on the
inside” - but there was litle evidence that an SA-led putsch, far less

a “socialist” one in terms of more radical members of the NSDAP, was
on the cards, By eliminating Rohm and his supporters Hitler was able
1o assuage the army leadership’s lears (and those of big business) and
pave the way for an accommedation with the one institution which by
1934 still had the ability (physically) to oppose the regime. On 3 July
1934, the government retroactively passed the Law Relating to National
Emergency Defence Measures justifying the murder of the victims of
30 June as having been necessary “to suppress attempts at treason and
high treason”,

The radical elements in the Party, alongside the rumours of a “second
revolution®, threatened not only established groups but also Hitler's
control of the Party — hence the need e placate these groups, establish
the Fihrerprinzip and eliminate a perceived rival. The *blood purge” of
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the Night of the Leng Knives was used not only 10 bring the SA under
contrel but also to settle scores with what had become known as the Lelt
wing of the Party - the radicals such as Gregor Strasser (murdered) and
his brother O, who was lorced into exile. Old enemies from the days
of the Beerhall Putsch were also removed on the pretext of ance more

“rescuing” Germany from chaos,

The administrative structures of the
new Reich

Falitical contral of the NSDAP increased with the adoption
of new administrative structures for the new Reich based
on Nazi Party structures that had existed before 1933. By
1934 the state governments of Germany no longer existed
and were replaced by a scheme intended to enforce central
control and the hierarchical system of a totalitarian state.
The country was divided into Goue [regions essentizally

the same as the old states or Lander] under a Gauleiter
appointed by, and answerable to, Hitler. There were 32 such
Goue in 1934 and 42 by 1945, Each Gaue was subdwided
into Kreis (district], Ort [town or city), Zelf [street) and Block
[building). The purpose of the structure was to coordinate
Nazi control throughout the state and notonly administer
but alsa, in conjunction with the Gestapo, supervise the
population of the Reich at all levels to enforce obedience
and confarmity.

On 10 August 1934 Hindenburg died. Hitler announced
himself Fuhrer and the army (Reddliswehr), grateful for
the removal of Rihm whose ambition had been o
merge the SA and the army under his leadership, swore
a personal oath of lovalty 1o Adoll Hitler:

Iswear by God this sacred cath, thar I will render
wiconditional obedience to Adolf Hitler, the Fithrer of the

A The cover of Kladderadatseh magpzine, pulilished
2 April 1933, The caption reads “Spring cleaning”.

German Reicl and people, supreme commander of the armed torces, and will

The institution that had been so grudging in its acceptance of the
Welmar government and constitution was seduced by the possibility of
rearmament and increase of numbers. Satisfied by the “blood purge” it
now surrendered to the National Sacialist state and became a servant

ol the regime.

Between January 1933 to August 1934, Hitler successhully transformed Thinking skills

his position [ram that of leader ol a coalition government o ruler of
a single-party state. Coardination or Gleichschalnng had been rapidly
applied 1o consolidate Nozi rule and the process of control was o expand

thercalter to maingain i,

What process is being referred to in the
lllustration? What elements are being
swept away by the housewife?
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Adolf Kitler Fuhrer

A

Death of Hindenhurg

and personal oath of

allegiance to Hitler by
armed forces, August 1934

A

Absarption of state
governments and
replacermnent with

centralized structure,
GAU, KREIS, OAT, ZELL,
BLOCK, July 1934

A

Party purge, Night
of the Long Knives,
June 1934

A

Dissolution of all political
parties except the NSDAP,
July 1933

A

Abolition of the trade
unions,
May 1933

A

Law for the
Re establishment of
the Cwil Service, April 1833

A

The Enabling Act,
Narch 1933

A

Gleichschaltung and the
establishment of the
Fihrerstate 1933-34

A Haler's consolication af pawer,

19331934

Hitler’'s methods

Here is a summary of the methods Hitler used in his rise 1o power.

Demonization

Groups and individuals were identified as hate symbols and used to
rally support from different groups within the German population.
Groups were encouraged to unite behind the Nazis' policy of “negative
cohesion” against the suppuosed enemies of Genmany:

e Jews
* 1he Marxist threat posed by the KPD, and, in Hitler's eyes, the SPD

¢ the “November Crimninals® — those who signed the Armistice ol
Il November 1918

*  Weimar *traitors” who signed the Versailles “Diktat” of June 1919.

Violence, intimidation and murder

e The Beerhall Putsch of 1923

This imitation of Mussolini's March on Rome of October 1922 was
unsuccessful, but it permitted a national platform for Hitler at the
ensuing trial,

|

A The caption on this poster reads: “The National Assembly, by its signature, is in agreement
with the peace treaty,”

* Paramilitary organizations (the Sturmabteilung/SA and fater the
Schutzstaffel/SS)
These organizations protected Party mectings, disrupted the meetings
of other parties, and won control of the streets of Germany during
the Weimar cra.
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s Intimidation of SPD deputies

Hitler used intimidatory tactics in his attempl to gain the bwo-thicds
majority ta pass the Enabling Bill in March 1933; streer violence
increased belore and alter the Reichstag fre in February.

e  Murder

According to Rudolf Dicls, head of the Gestapo in Prussia, 500-700
political murders ol Nazi opponents were carried out between March
and October 1933, many by the SA forces appointed as auxiliary
police alter Hitler's appointment as chancellor in January 1933,

Abuse of the democratic system

After 1923-1924, Hitler followed a dual path: intimidation of ¢nemies
and the pursuit of poswer through the ballet box, *outvoting” his
oppanents rather than simply “outshooting” them.

Goehbels made no secret of the nature of Nazi tactics in pursuing votes
in the Reichstag. In 1928 he made dear:

... We are an anti-partianentarian party that for gond reasons rejects the
Weintar constitwtion and ifs republican institutions. ... We see in the preseat
system of majorities and organized irresponsibility the main cause of our
steadily fncreasing miseries.

Do niot believe that parfiament is our goal. ... We are coming neither as
[riends or nentrals, We come as enemiies, As the wolf artacks the sheep, so
conme we.

* Transtormation of the NSDAP trom a largely Bavarian/Munich-
based party e a national organization. Membership growth ol the
party was significant. In 1925 there were 25 000 members, by 1927
there were 72 000, and by 1931 there were 800 000, The party was
organized into geographical sections and separate departments for
veuth, women, campaigning, policymaking, SA and propaganda,
This allowed the party to be well positioned for elections and
campaigns by 1920 onwards.

¢ Collaboration with existing interest groups (big business/
industrialists) and political parties such as the Zentrum/BVP and
DNVP by late 1932, early 1933.

o Appointment of Hitler as chancellor by Hindenburg: pertectly legal
according to the provisions of the constitution,

o Passing ol the Enabling Bill by more than the required
two-thirds majority,

Propaganda

Joseph Goebbels was responsible lor the Nazi propaganda campaign
from 1929 when he was appointed Reich Propaganda Leader of the
NSDAP. Prior to that he had published Der Angriff’ { The Anack), o weekly
newspaper dedicated to promoring Nazi ideas. Goebbels has been
credited with the stage-managing of Nazi propaganda that helped
capture the attention of potential supporters in the period before 1933,
Technigues used 1o “advertise” the party and the leader ranged from

oY=
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radio broadcasts, film shows, torchlight processions, mass meetings,

and the vse of loudspeakers, banners and the innovative “Hitler over

Germany” campaign of 1932, In the presidential election campaign of

1932 —during wi

ch Hitler ran against Hindenburg — Nazi “dynamism”
was characterized by Hitler's literal use ol Hying visits across the nation
1o address audiences,

By the late 1920s and carly 1930s the propaganda
machine was great

aided by the link 1o Hugenberg,
who provided access 1o the press and film thea

-5 of
UFA as well as introductions to leading businessmen

whose [unding could be used 1o pay for impressively
coordinated Nazi campaigns,

Charisma and powers of oratory

Connected to the issue of propaganda is that of Hitler’s
charisma, Many accounts emg

hasize his hypnotic attraction
for audiences. This is a dilficult aspect to evaluate. Was the
appeal ot his speeches due to their conten (often repetitive
and with little detailed mformation about selutions to
complex probhlems) or the pertormance?

Otre Strasser, writing from exile in 19440, remarked:
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onas (o the vibralions of (he human fear! wili

elicacy of «a seismograph, or perhaps a
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eliffchlond
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am which hi
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S s i
A ke ar his 1932 campaigr pamphlet
reads, “Hitlor over Germany Albert Speer, who joined the NSDAP in 1231 and later rose to become

Minister of Armaments, commented:
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For Speer, his joining the party was not due w the olferings of any
party programme, As he declared: 1 was not choosing the NSDAP but

becoming a follower of Hitler, whose magnetic ferce had reached out
to me.”
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The programme offering of National Socialism

This was the mix of teatures such as palingenesis, ultra-nationalism,
radsm, revisionisin, appeals (o a Volfsgemenndiall, anti-Marxisin, Germarn
cxpansionism, and anti-Semitism, which was targeted at the disillusioned,
the [rustrated, and the fearful. The “catch-all” nature of the progranume
would never win aver significant elements of the Teft but it acted as a “life
raft” tor those seeking safety from unemplovment and political uncertainty.

Pragmatism

Hitler's views were dogmatic in many respects but his willingness 1o
adapt 1o circumstances, to play down or drop parts of the original Nazi
programme, enabled him to advance the cause ol the NSDAP. Notable
here was the abandoning of the anti-capitalist stance permeating

the 25 points and the cooperation Hitler sought with industrialists
and businessmen such as Hugenbery. This was illustrated by his
appearance before the Industry Club in Dusseldorf in Januvary 1932,
where his speech was greeted by the assembled businessmen with
“long and tumultaous applause” when he stated:

Today wy stand at the terning poml of Gersany's destiny. if the present
development continiiees, Germany will ene day of mecessity land in
Bolshevisi chaos, but if this developmenti is Broken off, then our people will
have 1o be taker into a schicol of fron discipline. ... Fither we shall succeed
i werking out @ body-politic hard as iren {rom ihis conglomierate of
parties, associations, wnions, and conceptions of the warld, from this pride
of rank and madness of class, or else, lacking this internal consolidation,
Germany will fall into final ruin. ..

Later, in Febhruary 1933, 1o another meeting of industrialists,
he dedared:

Private enterprise canne: be maintained in the age of devmocracy, it is
corielvabie enly if the peopie have a sound idea of avthority and personality. ..

Similarly, despite earlier hostility towards other parties such as the
DNVP and the Zentrum/BVE, Hitler was able by the early 19305 to werk
with them, whetlter through the Harzburg Front of Ocober 1931 with
the DNVP (to “protect our country from the chaos of Bolshevism and

10 save aur polity [rom the maelsirom of econemic bankrupicy™) or
through collaboration with the Catholic parties to secure the Fnabling
Actin March 1933,

Opportunism

The NSDAP recognized the opportunities presented by circumsiances,
AJP Taylor claimed that *only the Great Depression put the wind into
the sails of National Socialism”, but the sails were already there in 1929
as a result of Hitler's arganization of the party in previous years. Slogans
about “Work and bread” in a time of desperation played well 10 many.

Similarly, the Reichstag fire, whether caused by the Nazis or not,
played into Hitler's hands al a critical time - just before the March
1933 election, The party was able to benetit from conjuring up the
threat of an alleged revolution, and w elininate the KPD as an
cHective oppositien, inside or outside the Reichstag, A DerWohre Jacab, 14 February 1931
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earch and thinking skills

Look at the illustration on the previous
page.
1 Withwhich political party was
the publication Der Wahre Jocob
assoclated?

2 What pointis being made in the
cartoon above in relation to Nazi
electioneering 1o different audiences?

A DerWohve Jocob, 14 January 1933, The capton
reads: “Stages 0 the life of Adolf Hitler”

1 Explain what each of the four
illustrations refers to in terms of the
[political] life of Adolf Hitler,

2 What might an illustration drawn in
Februany 1933 have shown?

3 What might an illustration drawn in
August 1934 have shown?
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Bribery
Where force proved inetfective, the NSDAT was able 1o “buy” support in
the period up o August 1934, Acts of bribery led wo:

e the NSDAP/DNVP alliance of March 1933, to give an absalute
Reichstag majority

o the collusion of the ZentrumBVP in burving Weimar when they
voted in favour of the Enabling Act

e the “deal” with the army lollowing the elimination of Rohm, whose
SA had once sung of “the grey rack™ (the army) being drowned in a
“brown flood” (the SA} and the death of Hindenburg.

Other factors

Hitler's rise ta power {and consolidation up 1o August 1934) was also made
possible by acts of comunission or emission by other groups or parties:

The lack ol a solid base Lor the democratic experiment in Germany;
Weimar's legitimacy was never sufficiently accepted throughout
the period

The abuse of constitutional provisions such as Article 43 that
undermined the [unctioning of accountable democratic government
by March 1930

The failure ot political parties to weork the system of proportional
representation in the spirit in which it had been designed - too
many partics proved unwilling and unable ta work tor the success of
parliamentary rule

Disillusionment with Weimar palicies and actions from 1919 and the
inability 1o deal with economic crises in the carly 19205 and 1930s;
the briel peritgd of respite under Stresemann was not enough o
anchor the svstem on a solid foundation

The fatlure of the army to support democracy, a system it regarded
with distaste and outright hostility

The schism (division) on the Left during the life of Weimar, which
hindered any real attempt to unite against extremist parties of the
Right = what the Marxist historian Eric Hobsbawm in 2002 referred
to as the “suicidal idiocy™ of Moscow's {ailure 1o promote an
anti-Nazi front until oo late

Fear of the Lelt by important sections of seciety (big business, the
Catholic Church, and so on), which led o support for National
Sacialism, or 1o an unwillingness 1o confront it before 1933/1934

Political intrigue (jobbery) on the part of figures such as Hindenburyg
and von Papen and the fatal underestimation of Hitler who it was
believed could be controlled.

External factors also had a role in weakening the chances of demacracy
flourishing. [rom the imposition of what most Germans perceived as a
humiliating and punitive peace treaty 1o the Franco-Belgian invasion of the
Ruhr in 1923 {following Germany’s defaulting on reparations payments)
and the US stack market crash in October 1929,
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Winston Churchill later referred 1o the reparations issue as a “sad
story ol complicated idiocy”. And five months before the outbreak
of war in Europe, Robert Vansittart {Chief Diplomatic Adviser o the
British government in 1939) reflected wistlully:
fow: different things would have been if we had all provided e
Republican regime in Gernany with gregier coricessions and vitls
greater authority and credit. We might have all lived happily ever

afterwards.

The opposition during the Third Reich,
1934-1945

The Nazi state’s objective was to exercise a manopoly of power
aver all aspects of the lives of the population. The party and its
leader were exalied as infallible, omniscient and ommnipotent.
The essence of totalitarian government, as Hannah Arendt
remarked, was *total terror” - the instrument used 10 enforce
conformiry and climinate opposition to the will of the leader
and the party. As Bracher noted, the wotalitarian goals of
20th-century single-party states, whether they were "Russian
Bolshevism, lalian fascism or Natonal Socialism® shared
“common techniques of omnipresent surveillance (secret police),
persecution (concentration camps), and massive influencing or
monapolizing of public opinion”.

Bath “stick and carror methods” were used to achieve the Nazi A DerVighve Jocob, 7 January 1932, The caprion reads:
geal. As well as brute lorce, propaganda (through radio, print, “Darn it, the paint 15 peeling of everywhers” The paint
and film), control over education, and cconomic and sacial tinis labellec “orown®.

policies designed o alleviate the sulfering of the masses were used Lo

“seduce” the population into accepting the new regime. Bribery and Rese
patronage had helped bring the Nazis into power and were also used 1o

4 : What point is the cartaonist making
maintain that power.

regarding Nazi political progress in early
S January 1933, and why?

The nature of the opposition

Most Germans remained leval to the regime. McDonough estimated that
less than | per cent engaged in active oppaosition, and most Germans
accommadated themselves to domestic and foreign policies that proved
popular, certainly up to 1942, Fear of punishment was partly responsible
for an attitude of “tepid neutrality” among potential resisters,

Hans Rothlels, commented: “no one has the right to pass lacile judgment
on conllicts of conscience and the possibility of ungualified resistance

who has not himsell fully experienced the ials of life under a totalitanan
system”. Rothiels was critical of the view that German “submissiveness”
permeated the Nazi period and that too many Germans “pursued the policy
of the ostrich”.

Oppaosition ranged from “silent oppesition” {refusing 1o offer the

Nazi salute, telling jokes about Hitler and the regime) 10 more active
apposition such as sabotage in the workplace, the drculation of anti-Nazi
propaganda and plois o assassinate Hitler {the most well known being

193



AUHTORITARIAN STATES

The Gestapo

The official secret police of Germany and
Nazi-occupied Europe. In 1933 Heinrich
Himmler, leader of the S5 [Schutzstoffel] —
originally formed as Hitler's personal
bodyguard in 1925 but greatly expanded
by 1933 — was appointed leader of the
Gestapo. Hence the Gestapo fell under the
control of the S5, much to the annayance
of Goring, By 1936 Himmier's appointment
&s Chief of Police as well as SSleader led
10 3 bewildering overlapping of police
services and intelligence-gathering
offices under Himmier and his second-in-
command Reinhard Heudrich. In 1939 the
varipus police functions and forces were
combined under the control of the RHSA
[Reichssicherheitshauptamt, or Reich
Central Security Office), which waelded
authority over the Gestapo, the S5, the SO
[the intelligence service of the $S), and the
Kriminalpolizei [Kripo). From its formation
unul his assassination in Czechoslovakia
in 1942 Heydrich headedit.
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the 20 July 1944 bomb plot). Matives el the opponents of the regime
varied = from a desire to morally and ethically resist Nazi policy, 1o a
desire to salvage what was possible in the last phase of the Second World
War, when defeat by the Allies appeared cenain.

Rudolph Herzog in 2006 puhlished Hedl Hiter, Day Scinwein is tor (Heil
Hitler. the piq is dead). a collection of jokes told during the Nazi regime,
Such humaeur was no langhing matter, as noted in the review of Herzog's
book in the German magazine Der Spicaes:

... by the end of the war, a joke could get you killed. A Berlin munitions
worker, identified only as Marianne Elise K., was convigted af undermining
the war effert “through spiteful remarks” and executed in 1944 for telling

this one:

“Uitler anid Gring are standing on fop of Berlin's radio wower. Litler says fe
watts to do sometiiing to cheer up the people of Berlin. “Vhy don’t you just

JNmip?’ suggests Goring.”

A fellow worker overheard her telling the joke and reporied her (o the
authorities.

The treatment of the opposition

Whether active or “silent”, opposition 1o National Socialism faced an
apparatus of terror that was cftective in repressing dissent. Tn April 1933
Goring established the police state ol the Gestapo {Geleime Steatspoliizei)
when he transtormed the existing Prussian political police service, with
its new headguarters in Berlin. Reitlinger pointed out the irony that
“The Gestapo ... was the successor of the political police” which was

in fact “a product of the Welmar constitution of 1919 conceived in the
double fear of Bolshevism and Freikorps anarchy ... an instrument
waiting tor a dictator to come 1o power", This element of continuity was
also witnessed in the remarkable number of lormer Weimar police who
continued in the service of the Gestape after 1933 swhen, tor example,
referring to figures in late 1938, “it was found that all but ten or filteen
out of a hundred Gestapo men in Coblenz had joined the police under
the Weimar Republic™.

This outwardly formidable structure of repression was the instrument
used 10 maintain order within Germany., although much recent
scholarship has siressed the level of collaboration with the secrel
pelice ameng ordinary citizens, wha intormed upon *enemics ot the
state”. Witli 30 000 officers at its peak, the Gestapo relied on the aid
ot a “culture of denunciation” among manvy wha sought 1o henetit
[rom the wrning in of supposed enemies of the regime. The image ol
a2 monolithic and all-sceing secret police was tostered hy the system
itsell, as part of Lts tactics of inducing an atmosphere of fear o dissuade
resistance. This combination of fear of the apparatus of repression
and the cooperation of informants was capable of stifling opposition
throughout the perind of Nazi rule.



CHAPTER 4.2: HITLER'S CONSOLIDATION OF POWER, 1934-1935

The main forms of resistance

Failure of eppasition trom the Left conrributed rowards the rise to power
of Hitler. The failure of the KPD in particular (o change strategy umil 1935
enabled the Nazis 1o consolidate pawer. The [egacy of distrust between the
KPD and SPD remained. even in the face of the brutal repression ol both
partics after 1933, Two other major institutions had the power to appose
(both before and after 1933} but also failed 10 do so: the military and the
Churches. While groups within each institution attempted to challenge the
Nazi state, they. like the Left, proved incapable of undermining the regime.

A despairing report from SOPADE, the executive committee of the

SPD in exile, from 1937 perhaps summarizes the general situation
concerning resistance to the Nazi state, whether from religious or Leltist
palitical principles;

The riember of these wio conscionsly criticize the political ebjectives of the
regime is very swall, quite apart from the fact that they cannor give expression
1o this criticism. .. They de not want 1o requrn o the past and if anyone told
thent that thetr complaints about this or that aspect threaten the foundations
of the Third Reich they wounld probably be very astonisied and herrified.

From North Germany, an SPD agent reported in 1938:

The general mood is charasterized by a widespread political indiffsrence.
The greas mass of the peopde is coompletely dilled and does ot want o hear
anything more about politics...

Opposition from the Left

Both the KPD and SPD were early victims of the Nazi atack on
Marxism. As early as January 1933, the Left found itself the 1arget of
physical violence from the SA street fighters who were incorporated

as auxiliary police by Goring in Prussia. The Reichstag five led to the
banning of the KPD and the threats and intimidation of SPD deputies in
March 1933 indicated what lay ahead for anti-Nazi opponents.

In late March 1933, Dachau concentration camp near Munich was set
up to intern and re-educate political prisoners. Manv of the inmates

in Dachau and later camps in Sachsenhausen (1936 and Buchenwald
(1937) were under “protective custody”, which meant no trial was
necessary under emergency regulations introduced by the regime. In
Tater years these main camps bred satellite camps that fell under the
supervision ot the §S. Originally they were detention centres; only larer
did they become extermination centres.

Opposition from the KPD

By late 1932 the KPD had gained significant electoral support, with almost
6 million votes in the November 1932 Reichstag election, and a party
membership of 360 000, The rapidity with which the KPD was broken
was astonishing. The arrest of the KPD leader Ernst Thalmann and leading
party cadres in March, follosved by further waves ol arrests, rendered the
parly's organizational structure on a national level ineflective.
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Some leaders swho evaded capture (Withelm Pieck, Franz Dahlem, and
Wilhelm Florin) removed themselves o Paris o build up opposition,
while others remained in Berlin to organize some form of resistance
(one ol whom, Walter Ulbricht, later became leader of the GDR).
Leaflets, the issuing of underground newspapers, the raising of red
banners, and the continued circulation of the official Party newspaper
Die Rote Fahine were the main activities undertaken — yet no serious
consideration was given to an armed insurrection. The KPD sl held
to the belief that the Hitler regime was the last kick of desperate
capitalism and would soon collapse.

This ideological stance played into Nazi hands. The increased printing of
anti-Nazi propaganda and its clandestine distribution in Germany was
meant 1o keep spirits of party members ligh but did linde w threaten
the developing Hitler state. Continued arrests of party members sapped
morale and open protest was minimal,

The idealogical misinterpretation ol the nature and strength of the
emerging Nazi state and the loss of initiative led to radical rethinking
by August 1935, when Moscow, through the Comintern (the
Communist Internatienal) dropped its hostility to the “social fascism®
of the Sodial Democratic Parly and advocated the policy of a “popular
front” ot all torces that had suffered from the rise of fascism. It was

a case of relatively little, oo late. By this point the KPD's centralized
structure was in ratters — and what caoperation in a “popular front”
did exist was undertaken by emigrés at interminable meetings

in fareign capitals: internal opposition of any substance did not
materialize.

The outbreak of ¢ivil war in Spain in 1936 and the opportunity o fight
fascism on foreign soil distracted many German communists from the
lack of success in Germany. In August 1939, when Moscow and Berlin
signed a non-aggression pact, KPD members found themselves faced
with a dilemma: the National Soctalist enemy had suddenly become
involved in a friendship agreement with the USSR, Conlusion and
disillusiomment followed in Germany. Only alter Hitler's attack on the
Soviet Union in June 1941 (Operation Barbarossa) did the *German
comrades”, under S1alin's orders, renew resistance. But Moscow’s
directives on the need to work towards the defence of the USSR were
ol little consequence inside Germany, While KPD communist exiles

in Moscow urged industrial sabotage to halt the Nazi war effort,

such attempts were on a small scale and often unsuccessful, The SPD
remained sceptical of the *popular front™ idea, given its previous
experience with the KPD and the facr it appeared to be a policy maore o
defend Moscow's interests and Soviet security than to liberate Germany
from National Socialism.

Opposition from communist groups

Groups of communists — or communist svmpathizers = such as the
Uhrig Group in Berlin were small, both in number and in 1erms of
impact. Support of the USSR during the Second World War was an
unpopular and unattractive prospect. The group’s attempts to disrupt
war production were small scale and, like the Home Front and the
Baum Group whose actions were focused on producing anti-Nazi
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leallets, their life and eflectiveness were limited by 1he ability of the
Gestapa o identify and eliminate their threat o the regime in 1942,
Similarly, the attempts of the Red Orchestra (Rete Kapelle), members
ol which were employed in government ministries and who sought

1o pass en details of Nazi economic and war effart capabilities to the
USSR, were short-lived.

Round-ups by the Gestapo of commumnists involved in industrial
disruption, illustrated the extent to which the party was incapable of
arganizing any ellective opposition. By 1944 the remnants of KPD
domestic resistance were swept up. The myth of “heroic resistance” by
the KPD, which was to [orm the basis of future historical writing in the
GDR, was simply that, The party, a tool of Moscow’s policies throughout
the Weimar and Nazi eras, [ailed o provide an allernative 1o the rise or
rule of the extreme Right,

Opposition from the SPD

With a party membership of approximately a million and a sound
performance in the elections of 1932 and March 1933, the SPD was
well placed 10 organize resistance 1o the encroaching totalitarian
system., Those SPD deputies able 1o attend the Reichstag meeting
during the debate on the Enabling Bill were the only ones to vole
against its passage. By June, the party was officially banned by the
regime, i1s [unds confiscated and the leadership removed itself first o
Prague, then Paris and later, from 1940-1945, to London.

In exile, the SPD undertook similar actions to the KPD: distributing nesvs-
sheets and posting anti-Nazi leaflets. While specific groups emerged inside
Germany 1o carry out anti-Nazi propaganda {for example, Red Shock

T Der Rote Stessirupp and New Beginning), the numbers involved were
small and by 1938 these groups and their activities, which proved lintle
more than irritants Lo the Hitler regime, were arresled.

Alongside Gestapo efficienct, economic conditions in Germany by the
mid o later 1930s also undermined Social Democratie efforts 1o matntain
contact with industrial workers. As Hartmut Mehringer noted, “full
employment and increasing demands for production and working hours
lete less time for (clandestine) mectings that had previousty benefited
from unemplovment and temporary emploviment®. Arguably, material
improvement in the lives ol former supporters of the SPD sapped their
commitment 1o the SPD underground programme. Isolated meetings

in bars, homes, and restaurants of SPD sympathizers were not a major
challenge te the Reich, SOPADE was unable to mobilize mass opposition
and, while some small socalist opposition groups remained belosy the
radar ol the Gestapo, the very nature of their low-level activities and
secrecy of meetings to ensure safety was not conducive 1o promoting
serious resistance.

Opposition by the military

During the Weimar era the army had not committed iself 1o the
Republic wholeheartedly. It stood largely on the sidelines in the critical
period 1930-1933 butin August 1934 submitted w the Hitler state

with an oath of personal loyalty to Adolf Hitler as Fiihrer. While its
support was “bought” by visions of a Nazi loreign policy that rejected the
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the natien during such a critical period. When the tide turned against
Germany with major losses on the eastern front by 1943, the group
was able 1o attract more support in Germany and establish contact with

British and US ollicals.

What would replace the Hitler state, thongh, remained an obstacle for
Britain and the USA, which viewed the Beck-Goerdeler group with
suspicion, interpreting their motives as heing not so much anti-Nazi as
an attempt to aveid the possibility of defeat and invasion by the Soviet
Union. Additionally, plans put forward by the group for a post-Hitler
state smacked of an authoritarian system not in keeping with democratic
principles —in a sense a reactionary system, looking back 1o monarchical
and Wilhelminian Germany and reflecting the conservative beliets of the

politicians and olficers mvolved.

In lovse collahoration with the Beck-Goerdeler group were leading

members al the Abwehr led by Admiral Canaris and Hans Oster.
Both had been involved in anti-Hitler activities since 1938 and the
Sudetenland crisis, In assaciation with others in whar was known as

Abwehr

Fareign Office.

the Kreisau Circle, led by Helinuth James von Molike, plans were
laid throughout 1942-1944 1a physically remove Hitler. An estimated
six assassination attempls were made unsuccessfully in 1943 but
Operation Valkyrie, the July homb plet of 1944, has remained most
prominent {although also unsuccessful) in accounts of the military-

canservative resistance to Hitler.

Operation Valkyrie, 1944

The Beck—Goerdeler group produced Operation Valkyrie,
the plan to kill Hitler, in July 1944, a month after the
Normandy Landings in France and just after the beginning
of Operation Bagration on the Eastern Front, which was o
produce, by August, a crushing defeat of German farces in
Belorussia and Eastern Poland as Soviet armies headed
towards Germany. The timing of Valkyrie has led to claims
that the motives of the conspirators were based not just
on moral gualms about National Socialism but on the
necessity to remove Hitler, negotiate a rapid peace with
the British and French, and prevent an invasion of German
soil by the advancing Red Army, Less cynically perhaps,
General Henning von Tresckow, who played s central role
inthe planning of the coup, stated:

The attempt on Hitler's life must take ploce at any
cost. If it does not succeed, the coup d'étot must
nevertheless be attempted. For what matters is
na longer the practicol abject, but that befare

the world and history the German Resistance
movement shauld have staked its life an nsking
the decisive throw. Compared with this nothing
else matters,

Similarly, anather plotter, Erwin Planck declarad:

The attempt ... must be made, if only for the moral
rehobilitotion of Germany ... even If thereby no direct
improvement of Germany's international prospects is
achieved.

The planned assassination was 1o be carried out by

Claus von Stauffenberg, slthough an imprassive range

of military leaders was alsa involvad and knowledgeable
about what was to happen - including Field Marshal Erwin
Rommel, who appraved of the coup but who preferred

the prospect of arresting and putting Hitler in the dock on
charges of war crimes,

Hitler survived the explosion and the retribution cared
out against the plotters was swift and terrible, Some
conspirators chose suicide, many were sentenced to
death and the military—conservative oppositian was wiped
out after Gestapo round-ups. Executions of opposition
elements continued up to early 1945, Under Sippenhaft
laws, the principle of collective guilt was applied and led to
the punishment of family members of the accused, even
though there was no proof of their complicity in the plot.

The intelligence service of the German
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The German resistance and the
Allied powers

The German resistance, unlike resistance
movements to National Sacialism

in parts of occupied Europe during

the Second Warld War, received little
external help from the Allied powers,
Despite the protestations of German
opponents of the Nazi regime that they
were committed to the averthrow of

an evil Nazi state, suspicions of their
motives remained. References ta “moral
rehabilitation” and the need to address
the judgment of the court of world history
were not enough to eam the resisters
physical support for their objectives.
Even after the war's end, for the western
Allies, a cloud of doubt hung over the real
motives of those who acted in Operation
Valkyrie in July 1944,
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Opposition from the Catholic Church

i, as Emst Nelte argued, “The origin of the Right (in Europe in the
interwar years) lies always in the challenge of the Lelt”, the actions of
the Cathalic Church in abetting the rise of the Nazis can be understood
in the light ol its anxiety about Bolshevism. The papacy had already, in
1929, signed a series of agreements with the Italian leader Mussolini (the
Lateran Treaties), which helped provide legitimacy for Mussolini's
single-party state. The growth of the KPD in Germany by 1932 frightened
not only the existing political elite but also the Cathelic Church and its
political representatives (Zentrum and BVP).

The Zentrum and BVE frequently part of democratic coalition
governments during the period, abandened any commitment to the
restoration of accountable democratic government alter March 1933
when they helped 1o pass the Enabling Act. By July 1933 voluntary
dissolution of the party occurred following Hitler's signing of a Concordat
with the Catholic Church, in which he promised not 1o interlere in
Church affairs {including the right of the Church to retain and establish
Catholic schools and promaote Cathelic youth groups) in exchange lor a
guarantee that the Church would abstain from interference in political
lile, Such an agreement had been sought with the Weimar gavernment
previously, but without success. The Papal Nuncio (representative) in
Germany who negotiated the settlement was Cardinal Pacelli (later Pope
Pius X1}, a keen admirer of Hitler's anti-Marxist beliefs,

Palitical Catholicism, in the form of organized parties that had played a

rele in German political file lrom the time of Bismarck, ceased 1o exist. Iis
disappearance was achieved through false promises on the part of Hitler

and short-sightedness on the part of the Catholic Church - but it shared

this myopia with other political figures and Christian religious groupings at
the time. If the Catholic Church had assumed it was to be *a loyal dialogue
partner”, in van Norden's words, it was to be disappointed. Gleichsdhalieng
envisaged not only the elimination of political opponents but also the taming
and subjugation of religicus institutions. “Coordination” meant that all
aspects of lite were to be controlled and channelled towards meeting the will
of the Fihrer. When Catholic bishops, in a pasteral Tetler in August 1935,
publicly protested against what was described as a “new paganism™ sweeping
the state, it was already wo late, The repressive apparatus of the totalitarian
state tound no major difficulties confronting a religious institution that had
etfectively dismantled its political parties in 1933 at the same time as giving
respectability 1o the Nazi regime when it appeared to have Vatican approval.

The promises made in the Concardar were, tor Hitler, expedicnrs:
Gleddischaltung was about winning over Catholic (and Protestant)
Churches at the ourset of Nazi rule unril the force of the totalitarian
state could be organized. A gradual erosion of Catholic rights followed
as legislation was enacted o limit Catholic religious education, press,
and vouth groups. At no time did the Vatican actively challenge the
increasing brutality of the regime in its persecution of minorities such as
the Jews, or of palitical groups of the Letr,

Individual clerics did take a stand on policies such as euthanasia and
sterilization — the most prominent being Bishop Graf von Galen — but
the one major critique by the papacy in March 1937 by Pope Pius X1, an
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encyclical (a papal leter sent ta all bishops of the Cathoelic Church) entitled
“Wwith Burning Anxiety”, was less an attack on the policies ol National
Socialism rowards minorities and persecution of political ¢enemies than

a criticistn of Nazi breaches of the Concordat in relation 1o the Catholic
religion in Germany. Pius's main emphasis, as Stackelberg and Winkle
pointed out, was on “spiritual and doctrinal matters™. To the credit of
individual priesis {(many of whom were interned in Dachau), dissenting
messages were delivered lrom some pulpits, but as an mstitution the
Catholic Church failed to provide any organized resistance to the state.

Opposition from the Protestant Churches

Catholiasm was particularly strong in southern Germany and the
Rhineland but Protestantism, for example, in the form of the Protestant
Evangelical Church, was the largest Christian Church in Prussia. As

carly as Seprember 1933 Ludwig Miiller was elected Reich Bishop by a
national synod (councily of the Evangelical Church when the 28 regional
Protestant Church organizations, with the backing of a group known as
the “German Christians®, atempted 1o transform the Church into one
preaching a specifically German national religion in the service of the Nazi
state — a Christianity stripped of study of the Old Testament (described as
a Jewish book and theretore unfit for study by Arvans). This Reichskiroe
(Reich Church) was shori-lived: Evangelical ministers resented and
resisted the political machinations used o elect Muller and formed the
Canfessing Church under the leadership of Martin Niemaller. In 1934 they
held a synad of the Confessional Church in Barmen, and the resulting
Barmen Declaration rejected the “lalse doctrine™ of the Reich Church.

Resistance 10 the Nazi-sponsored Reich Church was largely resistance o
interference in Church affairs rather than ontright condemnation of the
political principles of Natlonal Soclalism. Most clergy remalined silent on
the increasing persecution of the Tewish population and the aggressive
nature of Nazi expansionism. Those who did speak out were interned
in concentration camps [Niemoller was arrested in 1937 and detained
until 1945 but the majority of pastors and their congregations did not
organize themselves and challenge the political basis of a single-party
state that extinguished civil liberties. Tnterestingly, Niemaller oftered 1o
fight for Germany during the Second World War — an offer which was
not taken up but which perhaps revealed the dilemma facing many
Christians, torn between resistance o govertment altempts 1o control
the Church and feelings of patriotism.

Opposition from Jehovah's Witnesses

Although very much a minority religious group (approximately 25 000-
30 000 members), Jehovah's Witnesses stoed out as steadfast opponents
of the Nazi state. Banned soon alter the Nazis came 10 power, they
continued to challenge the state by their refusal 1o give the Hitler salute
or join Noz organizations {incuding the armed [orces) and they were
accordingly ruthlessly persecuted, As Detley Garbe noted:

... Mhe conrage of convicrion and he {wnder the circumstances) recklessness
of the numerically rather inyignificant refigious commmunity occupied
surprisingly large civcles: at rimes, the highest legal, police, and SS organs
were occupted with tre “Bivle Students” Question”,
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Despite such bravery, the comparatively small numbers involved limited
the impact of their dissent. It is estimated that 10 000 were imprisoned
and 250 executed for their relusal 1o serve in the military,

Youth/student opposition

Much has been made of youth/student opposition to the Hitler
regime but, despite the best efforts of authors and film studios 10
glorify the brave efforts of these relatively few individuals, it appears
they had little effect. The Edelweiss Pirates and its regional variations
(the Essen Gallivanters, the Viennese Shufflers, the Stauber gangs

in Danzig) were resistant 1o the officially sanctioned Hitler Youth,
but their activities (pecasional lealleting, adopting nonconformist
dress and listening to “non-Aryan” music) were more examples ol
“vouthlul disobedience” than political resistance. While their impact
was limited, several of them did pay the ultimate price tor their
unwillingness 1o conform.

In the summer of 1942 through to carly spring 1943, the Munich-
based “White Rose” group began circulating flvers calling lor passive
resistance to the state. Motivated partly by the experience of some
of their members who had witnessed the horrors of the campaign
against civilians in the Soviet Union - and also by Christian religious
beliefs = the flyers, especially after the German army’s disastreus
defeat at Stalingrad, emphasized the need for peace. The Allies used
the subsequent arrests, trials, and excecutions for treason of the
members of the group lor propaganda purposes, but the inpact of
the group on the Nazi war effort was minimal. Arguably, for manvy
Germans, whether staunch supporters of Nazi ideology or not, the
thought of betraying the nation by harming the war effort at a critical
stage was unacceplable.

As lan Kershaw argued:

The were presence of a rusiless repressive apparams is usually sufficient
to inttimidate the mass of the population inlo net autively supporting the
resistance.., large proporions of the population did not even passively
suprport e resistance, bul acqually widely condemied it

Propaganda and its role

Joseph Goebbels, was appointed Reich Minister of Popular Enlightenment
and Propaganda alter March 1933, In a press conference soon after his
appointment, he emphasized the fact that

1t is not entough for people to be more or less reconcited 1o our regime, to be
persicaded to adopt a neutral attitude towards us, rather ve want to work on
people until they have cagitulated 1o us,

In a subsequent meeting with radio ollicials, he stressed the need 1o
achieve *a mobilization of mind and spirit in Germany™. To that end
he recruited talented, well-educated party loyalists wo staff the new
departments of his ministry: Budget and Administration; Propaganda;
Radio; Press; Film; Theatre; and Popular Enlightenment.
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To promaote the Nazi Weltanschawung among the pepulation, the state
established a monopoly over all media, eliminated all materials hostile
1o the spirit ol National Socialism ("alien elemenis”™), and premoted a
cult of the Fuhrer 1o bind the people together. Methods used varied
but, as Goebbels admitted, T consider the radio 1o be the most modern
and the meost crucial instrument that exists for influencing the masses.”
His instruction to Nazi officials placed in charge of radio broadcasting
10, “At all costs avoid being boring. | put that belore everything...”
illustrates his approach to spreading the Nazi message: that propaganda
should be dynamic, like the movement itsell, and use methods that
were “maodern, up to date, interesting, and appealing: interesting,
instructive but not schoolmasterish”,

Broadcasting and the press

Cheap radios — the Volksenpfanger or “people’s receiver” — were mass-
praduced, ensuring that the message of National Socialism was broadcast
to the population. By late 1939 an estimated 70 per cent ol German
houscholds possessed a radio that was deliberately manufactured with a
limited range of reception w block foreign broadcasts. Such radios and
londspeakers were also installed on the factory flaor, in public areas,

and in bars and cafes. Goebbels established large-scale transmitters 1o
broadcast propaganda to foreign states. By 1938 short-wave stations
were transmitting in 12 languages to countries as tar away as the USA,
South Africa and the Far East.

Even during the Weimar period, radio was a state monopoly, which
made it easy 1o establish control over the airwaves. It proved more
ditficult to implement a monopely over the press, but the process of
Gleichsehaliung used to remove obstacles in the political and religious
spheres was also used to “coordinate” Germany's press, Socialist and
communist newspapers were banned early on in the regime (as were
the parties themselvesy and in 1934 the Reich Press Law imposed
“racially clean” journalism. Jesvish and liberal journalists were sacked
and Tewish osvners of newspapers such as the Ullstein publishing
house were forced to sell out 1o the Eher Verlag, the official Nazi
publishing house. While their ownership changed, Goebbels did allow
existing newspapers to keep their names and layout - although daily
directives from the Ministry dictated the line they had to follow.

At an carly press conference delivered in March 1933, Goehhels made it
clear what the role of the press in Noazi Gernmany would be:

I see i the task of the press conference heldd here daily something other

than what Ras been going on up fa now. You will of course be receiving
imiformation fere but also instructions. You are fo know nof only wiat is
happening but aiso the Government's view of it and how you can convey tiat
te the people most effectively. We want to have a press witich cooperates with
the Government just as the Governnignt wanis (0 cooperate with the press.

Reporters and editors had 1o prove their “racial and political leyalty®
The Hitler state thus controlled “ownership. authorship and content of
the newspapers”®, as Noakes and Pridham observed in their documentary
analysis, Propaganda and Indoctrination in Germany, 1933-9.

A particular philosophy or view of life of
an individual or group.

Propaganda and the deification
of Hitler

The éeification of Hitler in the media
generally was a main plank of Nazi
propaganda, His "infallibility” and
‘omniscience” were repeatedly alluded
to in feature films, weekly newsreels
shown in cinemas, over the airwaves,
and in afficially approved literature, Such
*Fahrer worship® was also presentin the
annual “public rituals” introduced by

the regime to mark significant dates in
the development of the Hitler state:

30 January, to remember the
appointment of Hitler as chancellor;

20 April wo celebrate Hitler's birthday;

1 May, a "National Day of Labaur”;
September rallies in Nuremburg; and

9 November, to commemorate those who
died in the 1923 Beerhall Putsch, These
occasiens reminded the people and the
party faithful af Nazi tribulations and how
they had been overcome under Hitler's
leadership. Speechmaking, parades, and
public shows of support were expected
on these occasions. Failure to enter into
the National Socialist spiritcould be
noted and reported.
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Literature, music, and film

The Propaganda Ministry also intluenced the ficlds of lirerature, music, and
[iln. The task of propaganda was nol vnly W promote Naz ideology but also
to artack and climinate altermarive views 1o the Nazi “world view”, Writers
nol aligned o the ideals of the party were unable o publish or drculate their
warks afrer 1933, and driven inta exile. An carly indication of the reatment
of what was considered “non-German” literature occurred on 10 May 1933
in Berlin where Goebbels presided over the burning of haoks considered
poisonous 10 “the soul of the German people”. The sorks included not only
those of German writers, past and present, but foreign authors.

Department VI of Goebbels Ministry was entrusted with controlling the
output of literature available to the population. Rigorous control over
publishing houses, authors, bookshops and libraries ensured thas only
writing acceptable 1o the Nazi party was printed and available for public
consumption. Writers were permitted to produce work and publish it
(subject to scrutiny by Department Vi as long as it conformed 1o one of
four main categories:

e Fromrerlebnis (front experience), which emphasized German heroism
in battle and the bands established by the common experience

works promating the Nationalist Socialist Weltanschauung, as reflected
in the cutpourings of the Fuhrer

Heimarrowan (regional novels stressing the unigueness of the
German spirit)

Rassennkunde (ethnology), which stressed the superiority of the
German/Aryan race over all athers,

Abave all, Mein Kampf was actively promoted as the maodel for German
writing. Censorship was justified on the basis that the banned works
were a threat to “National Secialist cultural aspirations” and too often
reflecied the increasing “Jewish culiural infilization” ol the Weimar era.

In music, the state lauded the works of Wagner (Hitler's lavourite
composer), but German orchestras were not allowed 1o play music by
composers from a Tewish background (such as Mendelssohn ). *Modern™
experimental music works by composers such as Paul Hindemith were
banned from public performance, being considered “degencrate” and
atonal (not written in any key or model by Hitler. Like svriters, musicians
left for foreign states because of the restricions placed on them.

Germany's film industry fell under the control of the Ministry

of Propaganda and Public Enlightenment. Weimar’s cinema was
considered a stronghold ot Jewish influence and purges ot producers,
actors, and (il music composers of Jewish background took place soon
after 1933, That same year the Nazi propaganda tilms SA-Mann Brand,
Litlerjunge Quex, and Hans Westmar were released, Lo celebrate the role of
the SA, a murdered Nazi vouth, and an SA martyr {Horst Wessel) killed
by communists, respectively.

In 1935 Leni Rielenstahl produced her [m documentary Travnph of the
Will, based on the 1934 Nuremburg rally. Parry rallies were meant to
stress not only unity of the party but 1o build the cult of the Fuhrer, which
through the medium of film could he sereened throughout the nation.
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In 1938 Riefenstahl went on to produce Olvipia based on the 1936
Berlin Olympic Games, once more a cinematographic celebration
lecused less on the competition and the competitors but on partraving
the monolithic nature of the National Sedalist state and 11s leader.

By the Second World War, films with an anti-Semitic bias were heing
produced (Te Rothschilds® Shares in Waterloo, The Jew Stiss) and wartime
praduction was geared to sustaining morale — as was the case in the
Allied nations. While an estimated 1363 [eature films were produced
during the regime, not all = or even the majority — were ovenly
propagandistic. Even Geebbels realized that the population required
more than simply a film diet of Nazi ideology.

The theatre

Goebbels was in charge of supervising theatre productions. the result
being the purging of actors and producers with Jewish and leltist
sympathies. The tlight of playwrights to foreign couniries echoed the
situation in the fields of literature, film, and music. Berthold Brecht
tled first to Denmark and then to the USA, where his output included
anti-Nazi works such as 1he Resistibie Rise of Artiero U5, parodying the
process of the Nazi rise to power. In the Reich itself, theatre was
controlled through the Reich Theatre Chamber under Hanns Johst,
who spensored propaganda picces such as Schlageter — a play based

on an early Nazi martyr killed in 1923 during the Franco-Belgian
occupation of the Ruhr. While plays by Shakespeare and renowned
German plavwrights such as Goethe and Schiller were permitted,
increasingly the theatre became a vehicle for performances that exalted
the virtues of German nationalism, past and presens, and the evils of
communism and democracy.

Art

The Nazi state sought to eliminate the "Bolshevization” of ant, which
they claimed, had characterized the Weimar era = the Judenrepublix {the
“Tewish Republic™). To combat what Hitler perceived as sickness and
decadence in the ants, a Reich Chamber of Culture and a Chamber of
Visual Arts were established. Artists had 1o join the latwer and were vetted
for their palitical reliability. Again, many artists unable 1o work in such
conditions left the country (Klee, Kandinsky, Grosz, and Kokoschka, for
example) as the gavernment mounted exhibitions of “degenerate art”
(Entartete Kist) and sponsored exhibitions ol art by approved artists.

Muscums and galleries svere subject to raids by Nazi officials to remove
anything considered nat in the spinil ol Navonal Socialism, the product
of “Tewish decadence” or modern art forms such as expressionism or
cubism, which Hitler disappreved ol. The message ol Nazi art in visual
form was the projection of what Snvder referred to as paintings that
“stressed heroism ... rustic family scenes, Storm Troopers marching
with their banners, and [ruit harvesting by bare-bosomed Amazons®, in
other words art “purged of pretentiousness and crazy rubbish”, Artists
in the Third Reich = as in the USSR under Stalin — were seen as what
Stalin referred 1o as *engineers ol the soul” - tasked with spreading the
messages of the regime.

Triumph of the Will

Piers Brendon described this film as
"brilliant and repulsive” and one that
‘elevated propaganda into an artform”. In
it, according to Brendon, *Hitler descends
from the clouds, his plane casting

the shadow of 3 cross ever marching
stormtraopers” in a scene “heavy with
messianic symbolism, ., [in which] Hitler
tried to inspire the devotion of the people
by presenting himself as the incarnation
of their destiny".
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The Nazi regime’s foreign policy, 1933-1939

In the Nazis” rise 10 power, [oreign policy objectives were in some

ways little different from those of other German nationalist politicians,

principally in the desire 1o revise the “Diktat” of Versailles. Resenunent

against the post-war treaty was not exclusive 1o Hitler's party but swhat did

diflerentiate the Nazis were the calls for a Greater Germany (the indusion

of all ethnic Germans in central Europe within the borders of an enlarged

state} and the acquisition of Lebensraum in the east - the conquest of land  Lebensraum

and resources as the hasis for German world pawer. Hitler's interpretation *Living space”: the idea that Germany

was based on gaining land in Poland and the USSR, Not only would this needed more land in order to survive, A
provide guaranteed material resources for the regime and its population, concept used even before the First World
but war would also ensure the elimination of the Soviert state - also a War, when ithad been used basically
mainstay of Hider’s loreign policy before and alter 1933, in reference to colonial ambitions,

Fritz Fischer commented on the continuity of German foreign policy Wbememw*mm
“directions”, seeing Hitler in some respects as a continuer of trends of Nazi ideology and foreign policy.
observable in German foreign policy from the eras of Wilhelm ITand

Stresemann. Pre-Wenmar Germany'’s plans for German economic and

political dominance (hegemony) were seen in the idea of a “Mitteleuropa®

as described by Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg alter the outbreak of the First

World War. This would entail the reduction of French and Russian power,

annexing parts of eastemn Lurope, and establishing spheres of influence over

werritory such as the Ukraine, valued especially for its fertile land.

While Stresemann achieved grear respect internationally tor his diplomaric
achievements 1 the interests of peace in Europe, he oo was pursuing a
forcign policy geared to winning concessions and preparing the ground tor
the revision of Versailles - but in a peacelul manner. e stated in a private
letrer to the former Crowwn Prince in September 1925:

s my opinion there are three great rasks that confront German foreign policy Research and thinking
in the more immediate future. .. the selution of the reparations question, the 1 Vihy did the regime adopt its foreign
protecrion of Germans abroad, thase ten to twelve wiillions of our Lindred policy aims: for example, to overturn
wite now five under a Joreign yoke in foreign lands, the readjustment of cur grievances caused by perceived
eastern fronsiers; the recovery of Danzig, the Polish corvidor, and a correction injustices inflicted upan the state; to
ol the frentier in Upper Silesia, bolster the prestige of the regime by
As he stressed, theugh, in relation to the use of military force to achieve appealing to nationalistic instincts;
these goals, “That, alas, we do not passess®. llence a case can be made that to distract the attention of the
Hitler was i seste ways pursuing goals that had been present under previous population from a failing or lacklustre
gavernment systems — but in a lar more ambiticus and brutal manner. domestic programme?
In a speech Lo the Reichstag on 28 April 1939, Hider declared: 2 With specific reference to actions,
: discuss in what ways, and with what
T have further tried to liquidate that Treaty sheet by sheet, whose 448 Articles success, foreign policy abjectives were
contain the vilest rape that nations and Reman beings Rave ever been expected achieved in the short and longer term.

o submt fo. { have restored to the Rexch the provinees grabbed from us i
19109: 1 leave fed miifions of deeply unkappy Gersnans, wito have been snarched
away from wy, back inte the Fatherland; ! have restored the thousand-year-old
historical unity of German living space; and I have attempted to accomplish all
that without shedding blood and without inflicting the sufferings of war on my
people or any pther, I havw accompiished all tiis, as one wha 27 years ago was
stsll @t penknowat worker and soldier of my people. by my own efforis...

3 Inboth cases, was there any
evidence to suggest that the regime's
foreign policy was a continuation of
the policy of previous governments,
or did it exhibit a contrast — in aims
and methods?
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Willi Brandt [1913-1992)

The future chancellor [SPD] of the Federal
Republic of Germany (1969-1972),
Brandt was at this time a member of the
Socialist Workers' Party, having left the
SPDin 1931. He rejoined the SPDin 1948,

Thinking and communication

skills

Discuss the following cuestions:

1 Were German fareign policy maves in
the period 1933-1935:

) reckless, and a threat 1o general
European peace?

OR

b) shrewdiy planned, cautious moves
largely acceptable to other European
great powers, which were enther
consumed by their owm internal
problems or a feeling of meaculpism?

2 What factors during the above period
prevented Hitler's pursuit of a forceful
expansionist Nazi foreign policy?

3 What factors explain the adoption
of a significantly more adventurous
foreign policy after 1935/362

meaculpism

A feeling of guilt or responsibility for past
acvons provoking German nationalism and
bitterness due to the “unjust suffering”
inflicted on Germany in 1919 atVersailles

Research and thinking skills

With reference ta the origin and purpase

of SOPADE reports, assess the values and
limitations of such reports for historians
studying the effect of Hitler's foreign palicy
moves up to 1939
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As early as March 1935, when the Nazi government announced military
conscription in defiance of the restrictions of the Treaty of Versailles, a
SOPADE repart stated:

Lnormous enthusiasm on 17 March. AN of Munich was oxt on the streeils.

* a peaple w sing, hue you can't fo

v thent 1o sing with that
of enthrusiasn ... The trust in Hitlee's political talent and honest will is
eater; as Hitler has increasingly gained growund amonyg the people.

He is loved by many

As Kershaw points oul:

The bold moves in toreign policy that Hitler undertook 1o pve w tire

S @itd reassert Germany’s natienal sirength and prestige

long as they conld be

y g a0
shackies of Versa

were, therefore, guarantesd massive popidar suppert as

accomplished witheut bloods)

Between 1933 and the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939, Nazi [oreign
pelicy successes in righting the wrongs of 1919 ensured that, when war
didd vecur, the population accepted the conflict with resignation, il not
widespread fervour, A successtul revisionist artack on the “Diktat®, allicd
o domestic poelicies linked o economic recovery and [ull employment,
meant that most Germans not targeted as enemics of the state (and
punished accordingly) gave their support to the regime in the war elfort -
not becanse of belief in Hitler’s racist or anti-Semitic beliefs but hecause
he had restored German pride. The manufactured cult of the Fihrer,
became even stronger as the state monopaly of the media worked
ceaselessly to promote adulation of the “leader”® and his role in the
national salvation of Germany. Again, as Kershaw mdicated:

O a clandestine visit to Germiany from his Norwegian exiie in the second
half of 1936, Willi Brandr, no less, admitted much the same: that providing
work had veon the regime support even among those who had once voted for

the Left

From 1936 to carly 1939, with the growth of German military power
and in conjunction with the reluctance of great powers to physically
resist breaches of the Treaty of Versailles, German foreign policy

gains were impressive — and popular, A SOPADE report on Hitdler's
uncoentested remilitarization of the Rhineland remarked upon the
“universally impressive” response of the German population and the fact
that many were “convinced that Germany’s loreign policy demands are
justificd and cannot be passed over. The last tew davs have been marked
by big fresh advances in the Fuhrer's personal reputation, including
among the workers”,

Similarly, the union with Austria in March 1238 was noted in another
SOPADE repart as having produced “enornmous personal gains in
credibility and prestige” for Hitler and the regime. Any doubts among
the majority of Germans about the wisdom of challenging the Versailles
settlement and the potential risks involved had evaporated as the
“wrongs” o 1919 were corrected.

Territorial acquisition and successiul revision of the humiliations
impascd upon Germany produced, s Kershaw noted, an image of
Hitler and the Natienal Socialist state as “a delender of German rights”
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and Hitler as an accomplished statesman who had achieved “triumphs
without bloadshed”. By 1938 he had presided over:

e the restoration of the rich industrial Saarland o Germany (although
this was really the result ol a League-supervised plebiscite of the
population and in keeping avith the Versailles Treary)

* the restoration of military sovereignty
e the recovery ol the Rhineland

o Anschluss with Austria and the incorporation of the Sudetenland
into the Reich. in partial [ulfilment of the goal of building a “Greater
Germany”.

The result, according ro Kershaw, was the winning by the regime
of “support in all sections of the German people and unparalleled
popularity, prestige and acclaim”,

Whether the gains ol the regime's foreign policy before the Secord
Waorld War were the product of a caretully planned and executed
biueprint or the result of a series of pragmatic and oppertunistic moves
(the intentionalist versus structuralist/functionalist debate} is less
relevant than the fact that successes in foreign policy generated support
for the Natonal Socialist state. Edgar Feuchtwanger stressed that, “While
living in Germany, 1 became aware that Hitler's apparently sensationally
elfective coups in foreign policy were fundamental to his hold on the
German people”.

The Nazi regime’s foreign policy, 1939-1945

Feuchtwanger, who with his family went into exile in Britain in 1938,
pointed out the problem associated with Hitler's “success®: that Hitler,
as a "high-risk gambler™ with no interest in listening to advice, was
liable to falter eventually since he became *a prisoner of his own myth
and imagined infallibility”. The errors in foreign policy made [rom
March 1939 ultimately led to the breaking of “the chain of success”,
Despite Germany's military victories, the decisions made by Hitler
meant that, after 1941-1942, overextension of German forces and lack
af resources in comparisen to the grand alliance - between Moscow,
Washington, and a previously iselated London — would ensure Allied
victory, The [ormation of this grand alliance did not occur until late
1941, alter Hitler's June invasion of the USSR (Operation Barbarossa)
and declaration of war on the United States alter Japan's attack on
Pearl Harbor.

Signiticantly, just as toreign policy success had gained the regime popular
backing, foreign policy [ailure was w provoke not only stirrings of
internal opposition but overwhelming external opposition, which waould
destroy the Relch.




4.3 The aims and results of Nazi policies

Key questions
- Towhat extent did Nazi domestic policies help to keep the regime in power?

Key concepts
Significance
Consequence

Hitler’s domestic policies, 1933-1945

Having gained poser, the Nazis were expected to produce solutions to
economic s that they had blamed the previous system for neglecting
or incompetently addressing, Ol the pressing economic problems,
unemployment was by lar the most prominent.

Employment

When Hitler came ta office as chancellor, unemployment stoad ar
around 6 million; by 1939 Germany was experiencing a labour shortage.
Impressive as this sounds, it is imporiant to nete that economic recovery
was already evident by late 1932, In addition, much of the reduction in
unemployment was linked to the establishment of an economy based
on production for possible svar after 1936 {and the Four-Year Plan); and
emplovinent statistics were manipulated by a series of measures cthat
removed large sections of the population trom unemploymenr tables.

victums of purges of the civil service did not count as jobless. Disincentives
for married women to remain in emplovment, plus the offering ol
incentives for single women 1o give up emploviment in order to qualify for
marriage loans, were followed by the introduction of a labour service for
voung, unemploved men and compulsory military conscription by 1935,
Technically these measures removed large numbers from official seatistics,

This *massaging” of unemploeyment figures did not detract from the
fact that job opportunities arose from various government-inspired
public works projects and placements in heavy industry as Germany
announced its intention Lo breach the arms restrictions of Versailles by
1935, In pursuit of a palicy of cconomic selt-sutficiency, in defiance

of the “Diktat” and 1o honour previous promises of “Arbedt wonid Brot®
("Work and bread”), National Socalism embarked on job creation
programunes 1o help rebuild the economy,

Economic recovery

Hitler viewed economic reconstruction as vital for future expansionist
plans. The lessons of the Allied Blockade of the First World War, which had
crppled Germany's war effort and contributed hugely w defeat, showed the
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necessity for building an economy that would avoid dependence on other
states. He was also aware that economic erisis had destabilized the Weimar
Republic and given opponents (such as the Nazis themselves) a chance
10 capitalize on the failure wo relieve the misery of the depression years.
Maintaining power meant finding rapid solutions o immediate problems,

Historians have ended to see the measures adopted by National Socialism
as a series of ad hoc programmes rather than a well-thought-out hlueprint
of economic planning. Big business and private enterprise were entrusted
with carrying out the general aims of German economic recovery under
guidance from the regime. Hitler declared that the job of the Ministry

of Economics was “1o present the tasks of the national economy” which
“the private economy will have to fulfil”. Government contracts placed
with Gennan companies ensured a partnership between the regime

and industry —with the senior partner in this relationship being the
government. Under National Socialism, German industry thrived ina
period of enforced political *stability®, a trade-union-free environment
with lucrative government orders that provided profits for business.

Under Hjalmar Schacht fas president of the Reichsbank, from March
1933, and then as Minister of Economics, 1934-1937), prioritics were
set o deal with the unemployed and then w plan the lnancing of
rearmament, Both issues were partly linked, in that public works
programimnes such as railway and Awiebafm (molorway) construction
would provide the communications infrastructure necessary for war.

It was no coincddence that the majority of motorways ran east-west,
although, as Burleigh pointed out, “Actually the military preferred traing
and thought tracked vehicles svould rip up the road surface and fracture
bridges, whose load-bearing tolerances were only ascertained in spring
1939%. Nevertheless, as a highly visible prestige project, similar to fascist
Ttaly's arctostrada, it did capture the imagination ol many German amd
foreign abscrvers, as well as providing work.

Schachr’s “Nesw Plan” witnessed the use of *Mefo” bills 10 prime

heavy industry and production of armaments, These bills (a form of
government-spensored promissory note issued via a dummy company)
were a way of the Reichsbank covertly financing arms production. The
bills acted as a new [orm of currency as well as a way ol hiding the
involvement of the government in promoting arms production, at a time
when Germany was still not strong enough to publicly challenge the
arms restrictions of Versailles.

Public works projects

Labour-intensive public works projeas, [or building houses, schools,
hespitals, canals, bridges and railways, and the motorway scheme, offered
employment and a sense of purpese 1o many Germans. For the regime, the
establishment of the Reidisarbeirdienst (RAD: State Labour Service) meant
that cheap and regimented labour could be used 1o promote German
recovery. At first voluntary, service in the RAD became compulsory in
1935 lor all Germans aged between 19 and 25, Labour battalions and work
camps ensured anthoritarian control aver the recruits, who worked mainky
on the land but also on building projects and were subject 1o Party political
indoctrination in the camps. William Shirer, atending the 1934 Nuremberg
Party Rally, described how 50 000 members of the RAD, “a highly trained,
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semi-military group of fanatical Nazi youths, .. Standing in the early
morming sunlight which sparkled on their shiny spades suddenly made the
German spectators go mad with joy when, without wamning, they broke
into a perlect goose-step.” 1t was the government’s expectation that the
spirit of these 1934 volunteers would be adopred alter the service became
compulsory in 1935,

Garing's Four-Year Plan

In October 1936, under Goring's leadership, 2 “Four-Year Plan” was
introduced. The plan heralded a major expansion in war-related
industrial production, Hitler proclaimed that “there is anly one interest,
the interest of the nation; only one view, the bringing of Germany 1o
the point of palitical and economic self-sufficiency”, He declared his
intention that, within four years, two main tasks had o be achieved:
that Germany’s armed lorces were operational and that the economy
“must be fit for war within four years”.

Under Goring the projected goals of the plan were not reached,
although in specific areas such as aluminium production. explosives,
coal. and mineral oil the increases were impressive. Richard Overy
claimed that the failure 1o produce a strong war economy capable

of withstanding any long-term conflict helped shape the Bluzkricg
military tactics of 1939 onwards, which relied on quick victories

in the hiope of gaining much-needed resources belore committing

ta subsequent campaigns, rather than a war of arrition tor which
Germany was unprepared. Noakes and Pridham estimate that by 1939
Germany was still reliant on external sources for around one-third of
its raw materials, An exiled Social Democrat observer in 1938 argued
that "Under the lash of the dictatorship the level of economic activity
has been greatly increased” but that a fundamental problem arose:

One canmol simultaneously ... iicrease armanients for the land and arr
forces ad inforitum, to build up o massive battle fleer, w fortify new extended
borders, 1o build gigaritic installations for the production el ersaiz fsubstitute!
miaterials, w construct megalomaniacal grandiose tidings, and to tzar down
large parts of citles in erder 1o build them somewhere ¢lse. On the basis of the
Iiving standards of the German people hitherte, one can either do one or the
other or a litle bit of everything, bt not everything at tie same iime and in
unlintited dimensiony.

The revival of the econemy in the field of war production ok place

at the expense of consumer goods production. Real wages factual
purchasing power) of German workers were less impressive than

the statistics the regime publicized concerning Germany’s production

ol pig iron, steel, machinery, chemicals, and other commadities for
rearmament purposes. Shortages of consumer products and sages [rozen
at 1933 levels, however, were compensated for by the fac that there was
employment - in comparison with the dark days of the depression years,
David Crew summed up the aditude of many workers swhen he cited

the apinion of a socialist worker in the heavily industrialized Ruhr area
who commented,

They [the worker] had four, five, even six years of uiemployment behind
them — they wounld have fired on with Satan himself,




CHAPTER 4.3: THE AIMS AND RESULTS OF NAZI POLICIES **% 2,

Cultural and social policies

Stripped of rade unions with which 1o engage in collective bargaining
lor wages and working conditions and [orbidden 1o sirike, German
workers were provided by the government with the alternative ot
organizations such as the “Sieength through Joy® movement under the
supervision of the German Labhour Front (Deursche ArbeitsfrentiDAF),
which the Nazis intreduced after the prohibition of independent wrade
unians in 1933, Harmaony in the workplace was meant to praduce social
peace and increased production in the national interest.

In 1949 in the Federal Republic of Germany, a survey conducted

by the Institute fiir Demoskaopie (Public Opinien Institute) entitled
“Consequences of Natonal Socialism® reported many of the respondents
looked back on the Nazi regime with some fondness in relation to the
social and economic provisions it oflered, claiming:

The guarantsed pay packet, order, KaF and the smooth rinning of the
political machinery. .. Thus Naiional Soctalism makes them think merely of
wark, adequate novrishment... and the ahsence of disarray in political life.

Nazi terror and the destruction praduced by Hitler's foreign policy,
while obviously acknowledged, formed vnly a subsidiary part of the
reminiscences of those polled. Loss of personal freedom under the
regime was compensated for by perceived material benefits that were
enjayed in comparison to the last vears of Weimar.

For Schoenbaum, this tvpe of selective appraisal of the National Socialist
state by those whao lived through it {and who were not targeted) was

an example of “interpreted social reality” as opposed to the grimness

of “objective social reality” —a process in which the era of National
Sodalism was remembered as:

<. a sociely wndted ke o other in recent German history, a seciety of
opporntities for young and old, classes and masses, a society that was New
Deal and good oid days at the same time ... a world of .. authoriwarian
paternalisn ... of nattonal purpose and achievement ..

The Nazi wartime economy

The performance ef the Nazi economy during the war years was bound
up with the question of the extent to which Hitler's Germany could be
considered a “polycratic state” — whether it was a centralized, efficient,
monolithic ‘Fihrer state” or whether it contained a bewildering variety
of overlapping authorities - what Geary refers to as “personal fieldoms”
which interfered with the smaooth running of not only political decision-
making but, in this context, the erganization of the wartime economy.

Whether Nazi policies arose [rom intentionalism or structuralism.
there was a high degree of overlap within the regime structure which
blurred clear lines of autherity in specific areas and led to Nazi olficials
implementing fragmented policies as they interpreted what they believed
was the Fiihrer's will. Gauleiters of the occupied states acted without
central coordination and pursued policies, both political and economic,
which were not harnessed effecrively to promate the war eftort.

The Strength through Joy [Kraft
durch Freude/KdF) movement

The DAF established the KdF to offer
incentives to the warking populationin
the form of leisure facilities at heavily
subsidized rates, under the watchful

eye of the Nazi state. On the surface 3
recreational organization meantto raise
worker morale and production levels, the
KdF offered a wide variety of activities,
such as theatre visits, sports, hiking, folk
dancing, excursions by train to foreign
countries, and even Cruises on purpose-
builtecean liners. Such “carrots” would,
according to Robert Ley, head of the DAF,
allow the worker to “lose the last traces of
inferiority feelings he may have inherited
from the past” and fulfil the plan not

only to boost autput but alsa contribute
towards the sense of solidarity required
in the new Volksgemeinschaoft.
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Nazi failure o establish a central wartime adminisiration [rom the outset
hampered successful maobilization of the nation's resources and war ellort.
Competing authorities, as Overy pointed out, hampered efficiency -

for example, Fritz Todt as Minister of Munitions (1940-1942) had no
control over the production ol aircraft “which constituted two-fifths of

all war production” = and this remained the case until 1944, The army

was unwilling to sacrifice the production of “vanguard echnologies”
(high-guality weapons that were expensive in terms of labour costs and
materials) for the large-scale production of standardized weaponry adopred
by the USA and the USSR,

While great strides in rearmament had been made by 1939, the goals
of the Four-Year Plan were not attained and the series of Blirzkrizg
successes i [939-1941 masked the fact that a long, drawn-out war
would he ditficult for Germany 1o sustain atter the expansion of the
conllict in the Soviet Union. The “New Order™ that Hitler sought in
Enrope through military conquest was partly a political move but also
an altempi w ensure Germany's econoemic [uture through ruthless
exploitation af the resources of the occupied territories. Hitler's forces
arrived not as liberators of the people of the USSR, for example. but

as conquerors whose intention was to subjugate the population.

Racial war in Eastern Europe preduced resistance and an expansion

of the conflict that the Reich was unable to deal with. Expansion of
Germany’s war elfort 1o the Balkans, North Africa, and the Soviet
Union, combined with the decision to declare war on the USA, resulted
in the emergence of a united military and cconomic opposition that far
oulweighed Genmany’s resources.

Gordon Wright argued that the Nazis could, in the occupied territories
of eastern and western Europe, have chosen to collaborate with the
conquered people but, instead, their “simpler” policy of smash and
grab alicnated the occupicd populations and led 1o failure to benefit
[rom the vast resources ol a militarily underestimated Soviel state. The
scorched carth policy of the Soviets, which denied resonrces 1o the
Nazis, and the inability o replenish the loss ol milizary material 10 meet
the increasing demands of an ever-broadening conflict all worked 1o
hinder the war ellort.

By 1942, Todt had informed Hitler that the result of expansion of

the war against the USA rendered victory impossible, Ilis death in
February 1942 saw his replacement by Albert Speer. While Speer was
credited with significantly improving the etficiency of arms proeduction
(three times more weaponry was produced in 1944 than in 1941), in
combination with a massive programme of labour conscription from
occupied states (headed by Fritz Sauckel), the massive Allied bombing
raids on Germany by 1944 and the advance of the Red Army meant
that Germany, lacking “the resources of geopolitical supremacy” faced
military defeat.

Youth and education policies

Bv necessity, the *Thousand Year Reich” envisaged by Hitler required
[uture generations committed 1o the world view of the Nazi movement.
Youth was 1o act as the standard bearer of the NSDAY vision of the future.,
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The conditioning ¢l vouth in schoel and through extracurricular activities
and organizations was a regime priority. In November 1933 Hitler stated:

.when an apponent says, “Twill nor come over to your side *, T calmly say,

* Your child belongs lo us already. .. You will pass en. Your descendarils
however, yow stand in the new camp. In a short time they will know notiing
but this new commurniiy.”

In November 1933 this was cerlainly an exaggeration of the extent w
which German youth had heen indacrrinated, but the Nazi state made
strenuous eflorts 1o make the claim a reality in the [ollowing years.

The education system

Just as Gleichschaliung had been implemented in political and religious
life, the Nazis sought ta Nazily the school system. In April 1934
Bernhard Rust was appeinted Reich Minister for Science, Education
and Culture and tasked with establishing the educational system as a
bulwark of the Nazi state, then and fer the tuture,

Schools and universities were cleansed of teachers held o be
unsympathetic to the aims of National Socialism or considered,
because of their Jewish background, unfit 1o be in charge ol the
instruction of Aryvan youth. Membership of the National Socialist
Teachers” League {NSLB or NS Lefirerbund) became essential for
teachers wishing to work in education. The intention was to ensure
conformity in the presentation ol the Nazi message 10 youth, by
ensuring that these working in schools were subject to party control.
From primary through to tertiary education, indoctrination of the
youny was undertaken in order to produce end products imbued with
the race consciousness of the mevement and absolute loyalty 1o the
regime. In schools, curriculum changes placed emphasis on sports,
biology, history, and *Germanics”,

Sport was meant o produce, according o Hitler, “bodies which are
healthy to the core” and capable of physical contribution to the nation —
whether in the field of reproduction or military service, The teaching

of history was used to promote the greatness of Germany's past, the
struggles of the National Secialist movement in its eftorts te destroy the
“evil legacy” of a degenerate and incompetent Weimar republic, and the
dangers of Bolshevism (and its “Jewish backers”). Tn 1238 the German
Central Institute of Education stressed that:

The German nation, in its essence and greatiiess, in ifs fareful struggle for
trternal and exvernal identity. is the subiect of the teacking of Ristory. .. (i)
has the task of educating young people to respect the great German past and
to Have faith in the mission and future of their awn nation..,

Interestingly, as Noakes and Pridham pointed oul, even in

Weimar, Germany history teaching had been much influenced by

a “nationalist bias”, largely a reflection of the fact that teachers

had themscelves “passed through a school and university system
dominated by the voikisch nationalist ethos” of the pre-Weimar era.,
In this sense, National Socialist guidelines on the teaching of history
supplemented (albeit 1o greater extremes} existing approaches o
teaching in many institutions,
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Biology teaching included heavy emphasis on race and eugenics (the
science of improving a population through contralled breeding),
inculcating the need for racial purity in the Reich by adbering o
“principles” ol “natural selection” and elimination ol “inferiors”
whose existence threatened the Aryan bloedline. Hermann Gauch's
New Foundations of Racial Scierice {1934) typilied the manner in which

TOK discussion

In school subjects such as geography and
mathematics, *subliminal messages” were

incorporated into the teaching materials:
basic concepts were adulterated by the
introduction of political messages that
accompanied the provision of the basic
skills relating te the subject, Forexample,
mathematics problems such as the
following were not uncommon:
A Tokeep o mentally il person casts
approx. 4 M per day, a cripple
5.50 RM, a ciiminal 3.50 RM. Mony
skilfed chvil servants receive only
4 RM perday, white-collar employees
barely 3.50 RM, unskilled workers not
even 2 RM per head for their fomilies.
(0] Mustrate these figures veith a
diagrom. According to conservotive

estimates, there are 300 000 mentally
ill, epileptics etc. in care. (b] How much
do these people cost to keep in total, at
a cost of 4 RM per head? [¢) How many

marnage loans ot 1000 RM each ..,
could be gronted from this money ?

B ASturmkampfflieger on toke-off
cames 12 dozen bombs, each

weighing 10 kilos. The aircraft makes
for Warsaw, the centre of intemational
Jewry, It bombs the towm. On take-off
with all the bombs on board and a fue)
tank containing 1500 ilos of fuel, the

aircraft weighed about 8 tons, When
it returns from the crusade there are
still 230 kilos of fuel left. What is the
weight of the aircroft when empty?

1 Thomas Mann claimed Nazi education
had 'sole reference, often enough with

implication of violence, to the fixed
idea of national pre-eminence and
warlike preparedness’. Discuss how
this is shown in the abave examples.

2 Compare and contrast the educational

aims [social, political and economic)
of authoritarian and democratic
political systems,
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psendo-bivlogical teaching, masquerading as fact, was delivered in the
guise of “race science”. Replete with comments about the “unmanliness
and barbarous feelings” of the non-Nordic, the dangers of the admixture
of races, the lack of hygiene of non-Nordics and the fallure of such non-
Nordics to clearly enunciate (*The various sounds Hlow into each other
and tend te resemble the seunds of animals, such as barking, snering,
sniffling, and squealing”), this widely used text went on o claim that:

The Nordic and the now-Nordic races have not a single characeristic in commaon,
of pustificd, therefore, in speaking of @ “human race”. Nordicman is ...
the creator of all auinere and cvilization. The salvation and preservation of the
Nordic man alene will saw and preserve culivre and dvilization. ..

Similarly, *Gernmanics” included the study of Janguage and literature
with the aim of praving the superiority of Geymans as a *culture-
producing” race as opposed o “culture-destroying” races such as Jews,
What this meant was the rejection of any works considered hostile in
spirit, or message, o Nadonal Sodalist ideology and the promotion of
waorks gloritying nationalism, militarism, sacrifice for the Nazi cause and
devotion 10 Adolf Hitler. the Ubervater (Supreme Father).

The regime made special pravision for the education of furure leaders.,
Adoll-Hitler-Sclden reinforced the values of physical exercise, race purity
and obedience 10 the Fithrer in selected cadets. The Nationalpolitische
Erziehunasanstaiten (the Napolas, or National Political Training Insututes)
focused on military discipline and duty to the leader, the party, and the
nation, while the Ordensiurgen 1Order Castles) were reserved for the future
ruling elite who undertook a four-year course studying racial science,
athletics, and political and military instructien and indoctrination. Many
students in this last category were selected from the already selective Adoll
Hitler schools and Napolas, which chase potential recruits from Hitler
Youth [ullowing a check on their racial background and Arvan appearance.

Youth groups

Quitside the [ormal institutions ol education. the regime attempied
ta encourage confarmity and apply technigues of indoctrination by
establishing youth groups. Schools themselves were not considered
capable of creating Hitler's declared goal for German youth, as
enunciated in fate 1938 < a German voeuth “slim and slender, swift
as the greyvhound, tough as leather, and hard as Krupp steel ... a
new type of man so that our people is not ruined by the symproms
ol degeneracy of our day”. Absent [rom the description was any
reference to intellectualism or academic excellence, Such gualitics were
nol prioritized by a regime whose leadership was deeply suspicious
ot academic achicvement. “I will have no intellecrial rraining,
Knowledge is ruin to my young men”, asserted Hitler, who equated
such intellectualism with the cultural decadence which he claimed
intellectuals had inflicted on Germany in the Weimar vears.
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Youth movements with affiliations to Churches or political movements
were exceedingly popular in Germany before 1933 and the Nazi vouth
arganization formed in the early 1920s was only one, relatively small
part, ol this vouth movement, accounting lor approximately 50-55 000
members by the time Hitler became chancellor. That same year (1933),
Hitler set up two organizations 1o educate Germany’'s young in the
spirit of National Socialism: the Hitlerjugend (HIfHitler Youth) for boys
and the Bund Dewtschier Midel (BDMI League of German Maidens) for
girls. Accompanying their establishment was the banning of existing
youth movements (aside [rom Catholic youth organizations, whose
autonomy was guaranteed by the Concordat Hitler had signed with the
Catholic Church} and the absorption of many of their members into
the Nazi movement.

By 1935 the Nazi vouth movement accounted for approximarcly 60 per
cent of young Germans and on 1 December 1936 all voung Germans were
expected ta join. Schoolteachers were instructed to promote membership
of the organization. Originally the 1) and BDM catered for the age range
14=18 bunt effarts were made to expand the movements for 10-14-year-old
girls and boys (the Dewsches Jungvolk/DY and Jungmiidelbund!IM
respectivelvy. In March 1939 membership became compulsory.

As Knopp declared. “Never before in German history had the young
been so courted ... seduced by the [eeling of being something special”.
Membership gave access 10 a variety of activities: for boys, camping
and hiking expeditions, sport, music, attendance at rallies, and military
training provided via specialized air and naval sections; tor girls,
physical fitness and domestic science in preparation for marriage

and childbearing. A SOPADE report of 1934 lamented rhat, carly

in the regime, “Youth is ... in [avour of the system: the novelty, the
drill, the uniform, the camp ke, the fact that schoal and the parental
home take a back seat compared to the cemmunity of voung people -
all that is marvellous™.

Increasingly, as the spare time between school and artendance at HI/
BDM meetings and activities diminished, parents became reduced

to a “bed and hreakfast service™ and parental control aver offspring
weakened in many cases, as parents found that their children became
*strangers, contemptuous of ... religion, and perpetually barking and
shouting like pint-sized Prussian sergeant-majors”,

The NSDAP sought 1o monopolize the life of the young. to wean them
from parental to party control in order to maximize the opportunities for
indoctrination. Retrospective accounts by members of vouth organizations
vary widely in the nature of their reminiscences — some looking back fondly
10 the comradeship experienced in the youth movements, others highly
critical. Not all vouth were seduced by or willing to join the movement,
despite the regime’s regulations, but the great majority of young Germans
were recruited into youth organizations that in theory promised to:

e liberate them from the *evils” of democracy, Marxism and the
supposed stranglehold of the Jews

e restare German pride and honour

e revise the Diktat of 1919,
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Women and minorities

Women cannot be considered a minority
for the purposes of answering Paper

2 questions on the impact of National
Socialist policies. Minorities cover

groups ranging from religious minatities
(excluding the mainstream Protestant’
Evangelical and Catholic denominations),
the so-called “asocisls” defined by
Jeremy Noakes as those considered
*socially inefficent and those whose
behaviour offended against the social
norms of the 'national community™ and
the “biclogical outsiders” - regarded as a
threat because of their race or a hereditary
defect These minorities were what the
regime considered as outcasts in the
Volksgemeinschaft — the National Socialist
conception of the racial community
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However, in reality, they were imprisoned in a huge bureaucratic
organization that stultified creative thought, producing a generation of
what, according to Sax and Kuntz, “were duller and stupider, though
healthier, individuals®.

The impact of policies on women

Hitler's view ol the role of wwomen in the Nazi state is olten referred 1o as
the attempt to subjugate women — to limit their participation in German
lite 1o “iKinder, Kitohre, Kivehe® (Children, Kitchen, Churchy), In 1934 a1

the annual Nuremberg rally, he declared: *Man and woman must ...
mutually value and respect each other when they see that each perlorms
the task which Nature and Providence have ordained”. The intention
was not to make women inte second-class citizens, but to rescue them
[rom “the lalse paths of the democratic-liberal-international women’s
movement”™ of the Weimar era, which had “denigrated” and attempred
ta destroy the dignity and honour of women through moral corruption.
For the regime, although the *waorld of a woman is a smaller world ...
her husband, her lamily, her children, and her house”, it complemented
the man’s world, which consisted of “the state, his struggle, his readiness
ta devote his powers 1o the service of the commmunity”, The refationship
berween male and lemale, according to public speeches. was that ol a
partnership in the service ol the nation.

Cleansed of the nnmorality that Nazs argued pervaded the Weunar years,
Hitler claimed thar his task was to renew the rraditional role of women
as mothers, the basis of the family unit and the bearer of children who
wonld ensure the “national future” in an age of declining birth rares.
Indeed, Germany’s birth rate was, with the exception of Austria, the
lowest in Europe. For an ideology committed to expansion and anxious
at the prospect of being *swamped by fecund hordes of Slavs from the
East®, in Noakes's words, the necessity of reversing the decline in the
birth rate was obvious, As Burleigh noted, in the Nazi state:

Out went Weimar folerance ef a plierality of lifestyles, in wihich no official

stigmas fwere] attoched to being single, childless or homosexwal, and in came

state-driven pro-natalist policies desiyned to produce “child-rich”. .. familics.

Anti-feminism, in the sense of rejection of liberties for females
(including, for example, legal abortion and easy access 10 contraception)
enshrined in the Weimar Constitution, was not peculiar to the Nazis. It
was shared by traditionalists, the Churches and the DNVP belore 1933,
Hitler capitalized on the misgivings ol such groups, with his plans o
implement what critics have claimed to be a reactionary policy based on
male supremacy, despite Nazi claims 1o the contrary.

Pro-natalist policies

Pro-natalist policies {policies 1o encourage grosth in the hirth rate)

were pursued through a mixtare of incentives and disincentives. As an
incentive, monetary rewards were olfered in the form of low-interest
leans, intraduced in June 1933 as Section 3 of the Law lor the Reduction
of Unemployment. Married couples would receive a marriage loan

ol 1000 Reichsmarks, 10 be repaid at | per cent per month, with the
amount o be repaid reduced by a quarter for every child produced
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(provided it was a racially pure child). A condition of the loan was that
the woman had o give up emplovment = leaving positions open lor
males, An estimated 700 000 couples received such a loan between 1933
and 1937 (a third of all marriages). By 1939, 42 per cent of all marriages
received such loans. Marriage rates increased trom 516 800 in 1932 (the
pre-Nazi period) o 740 200 by 1934, although the birth rate did not
increase significantly. Burleigh noted:

Alihowgh there was an appreciable short-lived increase in the birth of thire

Idren, the absence of a commensurate publ

¢ fousing policy dic

fourth ¢
to affect the seclar drift towards modest nuclear familics, with §S mentbers

especially distingusied by ther failire to go forth and wmdtiply.

As commentators pointed out, couples prelerred 1o have one or two
children, since the expense of having more “would outweigh the
advantage of the cancellation of the remainder of the loan™,

Further incentives included income-1ax reductions for married couples
with children (and higher rates of taxation lor single people or married
couples without children), lamily allowance (child suppert) payments,
maternity benelits, reduced school fees and railway lares for larger
families and the provision of facilities such as birth clinics, advice centres,
home help provision, postnatal recuperation homes, and courses on
household management, childrearing, and motherhood, As Emilie
Muller-Zadow, an oflicial in the National Socialist Wemen’s Organization,
wrote in her article “Mothers who give us the future” in 1936:

ir attitude

towards the vocation of motherfiood ... The place that Adolt Hitler assigns

te womaii i Lhe Third Reich worresponds (o her natural and divine destiny.

Limirs are being set for her, which earlier she had frequentiy viplared in

barren desive [e adopt masculine trails ... ¢

her vocation as ¥

e respect i now being offered o

her of the people, in which she can and showld develop her

richt emoiions and spirfival strenaths acording (o eieenal laws.

In May 1939 the regime introduced the *Mother's Cross™ award: gold lor

women who had given birth ta eight children, silver tor six and bronze

lor [our — as long as parent and children were of Aryan blosd, [ree [rom

congenital discase, politically relizble and not classed as Yasocial” in their asocial

T e 1 A A A
A Arccipient of the Mather's Cross, Berlin 1942
Note the alder chitdren in the uniform of the
Hitlerjugend and the HUM

attitudes or behaviour by the Party. The progranune was reminiscent of Anyone regarded by the regime as
that implemented by the French Superior Coundl far Natality since 19210, outside the "national community”:

Disincentives, in the sense ol denying women centrol over their own
bodies in terms of reproduction, took the form ol the illegalization of
abortion and the closing down of birth contrel centres and access (o
contraceptive devices, Breaches of these regulations resulied in convictions.

Women in the workplace and the public sphere

habitual criminals, tramps and beggars
with no fixed abode, alcohalics,
prostitutes, homosexuals, and juvenile
delinguents, as well as the “workshy®
[those unwilling to commit themselves
to labour in the service of the Reich) and
religious groups that refused to accept

Laws initially restricted the number of females in higher education Nazi doctrine.

and employment in the civil service alter the age of 35. Nazi
pronouncements and propaganda aimed at discouraging females in the
workplace were made partly to [ullil Nazi ideclogical goals concerning
the return 1o the “idvllic destiny” of women and partly 1o make jobs
available for unemployed males. By 1937, though, the appearance ol
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labour shortages in the economy as rearmament programmes aided
rapid recovery, meant that the regime compromised its ideological stance
and accepted the necessity of lemale employment, As Geary abserved:

.. tdeological purity still had (o give some growad (o econcmtic necessily: in
1933 alwost 5 million women were in paid employment outside the home,
whereas the figire had risen fo 7.14 miliion by 1939

The varlier requirement lor wives in [amilies who qualilied [or marriage
leans te give up work was dropped, Similarly, women’s acoess 1o

higher education. restricted in 1933, was now permitied because the
cconomy and the regime required increasing numbers of professionals,
in the medical and reaching professions especially. Until the end ol the
regime, however, Hitler continued 1o insist women he excluded from
participation in the judiciary or in jury service, since he believed them
unahle to “think logically or reason objectively, since they are ruled only
by emotion”, While National Socialist artitudes did not change in relation
1o the role and status of women, there was pragmaltic acceplance, given
the economic demands of the later 1930s and the Second Werld War,
that female labour was essential.

Women's role in the political system was secondary. Although the Party
established organizations o promote Nazi-approved values among the
temale population, such as the German Women's Enterprise (DFW),
National Secialist Womanhood (NSF) and the Reich Mothers® Service
(RMDj, their role was to funnel the decisions and polices of the male-
dominated regime rather than to actively help in the formation and
articulation of such policies. As Koonz commented:

For women, belanging to the “master vace" opened the option of collaberation in
the very Nazi siate thal exploited them, thal dented them access fo political status,
deprived thent of birtit control, underpaid them as wage workers, indocrrinated
thetr children, and finally ook their sons and husbands fo the frond.

The impact of policies on minorities

For Nazis, asocials were these who did not conform 1o desired social
norms as defined by the regime. As Noakes indicated in his essav
“Sacial Outcasts in the Third Reich”, the term asocial was a flexible
one used by the government 1o label those it felt were undeserving of
inclusion in the Volksgemeinschaft, These asocial groups were classified
as Gememschafifremde = “conununity aliens”™ those who in the eyes

of the state exhibited “an unusnal degree of deficiency of mind or
character” according to a dralt “Community Alien Law” presented in
1940, According to the siate, the primary aim of this legislation was to
“protect” the racially healthy community from such elements.

Beggars and the homeless

Early targets of the regime, these groups were rounded up from
September 1933, Classified inte *orderly” and “disorderlv” categories by
the state, beggars were registered and issued with permits that required
them to undertake compulsory work on the state’s orders in exchange

for accommuodation and board. Fixed routes were introduced so that their
whereabouts could be monitered, In the case of the homeless, detention in
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camps such as Dachau and sterilization were imposed on many. By 1938,
fearful that “he (the homeless) is in danger of becoming a freedom fanatic
wha rejects all integration as hated compulsion” {and thus an irritant w a
state which stressed community integration), beggars and homeless people
were arrested and many were detained in Buchenwald, An estimared

10 000 ol the homeless were imprisoned, of whom [ew survived.

Homosexuals

Homuosexuals were persecuted in a move coordinated by the Reich
Central Office for the Combat of Homosexuality and Abortion. The
linking of these two areas under ane department illustrated the view that
the rearment of both was a product of “population policy and national
health™ as much as any National Sodialist homophobic prejudice.

Paragraph 175 of the Reich Criminal Code, which made “indecent
activity” between adult males illegal, predated both the Weimar
government and the Nazi regime, The moral condemmation of
homosexuality {and abortion) by many conservative elements in
German society was not a creation of the Nazis but, under the regime,
Tiomosexuals sulfered penalties much more brutal than these previously
imposed. Paragraph 175 was revised in 1935 by the regime with the
intention of broadening the definition of “indecent activities” as well as
increasing werms of imprisonment for “offenders™.

In February 1937, Himmler, the SS chief, in a speech 1o $S officers,
explained his reasoning behind Nazi policy towards Ilomosexuals:

There are those fromosexuals who take the view: what 1 do is my business,

a purely private maner. However, all things which take place in the sexual
sphere ave not the private affair of the individual, but sigmify the life and
deark of the warion, signify werld power ... A peaple with many children has
the candidature for world power and worid domination. A peeple of good race
witich has ta few children has a pne-way ticket to the grave ...

Idenufication and registration of homosexuals by the Gestapo proeduced
records of approximately 100 000 “criminals” by 1939, Of these, according
10 Hans-Georg Stimke, a third were investigated and every [ourth person
successtully convicted by the state. After the outbreak of war detentions

of homosexuals in concentration camps increased. Between 5000 and

13 000 homosexuals were imprisoned, it is believed. Forced o wear the blade
dot and the numbers 175 on their prison uniform {later replaced by a pink
triangle). they were subject to harsh treatment. Survivars of the camps spoke
of the particular brutality shown owards homosexuals by SS guards, who
regarded them as at the lowest level in the concentration camp hierarchy.

Jehovah’s Witnesses

Nazis targeted this religious group because of their conscientions
objection 1o military service and their retusal 10 use the Hitler greeting
or to join compulsory National Sacialist organizations. Nazi “special
courts”, according to Burleigh, regarded them as “lower-class madmen”
and the Gestapo accused them ol using religion for political purposes —
for “the destruction of all existing forms of state and governments and
the establishment of the Kingdom of Jehovah, in which the Jews as the
chosen people shall be the rulers®,
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The group was banned in 1933, and around a third of the community
served ume in custody during the lifeame o the regime; 2000 ended up

in conceniration camps, of whom 1200 died, either due 1o poor conditions
or execution [or consaentious objection. These “Bible students™, or “Bible-
bugs™ as the §S termed them, were marked out in the camps by the vielet
triangles they wore 1o distinguish them from homosexuals (pink), politicals
(red), criminals (green), and asocials iblack). Ernst Fraenkel, in 1941,
wiiting from exile noted in his work (fie Dual Stare that, “none of the illegal
groups rejects National Socialism in a more uncompromising fashion than
this obstinzte group ... whoese pacifism allows no compromises”. While
the group was not numerically a threat to the Nazi state, its public and
outspoken rejection of Nazi views meant that it could not be tolerated,

“Biological outsiders”

Even before Nazi rule, many regarded gypsies (orn more correctly, Sinti
and Roma) with suspicion. In the 19205, police departments in Bavaria
and Prussia were active in fingerprinting, photegraphing, and monitoring
these communities. There were approximately 30 000 gypsies in Germany
in 1933; by 1945 there were just 5000. The communities were doubly
disadvantaged under the regime, in that their nomadic lifestyle allowed
them to be classed as “workshy” vagrants (of no fixed abode) and of inferior
racial status, While the number of gypsies did not constitute, in Nazi eyes,
as great a threat of radial pellution as the Jewish population, they were
included in legislation such as the Nuremberg Laws of September 1933,

Racial “expents” from the Research Centre for Racial Hygiene and Biological
Population Studies examined the communities Lo determine who was
a “purc” gvpsy and who was a Miscltling or part gypsy. Misoltlinge were
considered a threat o be dealt with by their incarceration in camps where
they would be Ymade to work”, pending the prevention of the “continual
procreation of this hall-breed population®, according 1o Dr Robert Ritter,
the Nazi “expert”™ on gypsy affairs. The issning of Himmler's Decree for the
Struggle against the Gypsy Plague in December 1938 marked an attempt (o
categorize the population more efficiently into pure gypsy and part gypsy.
The occupation of large swathes of eastern Europe during the Second World
‘ar meant larger numbers of gypsics being brought under Nazi control, Az
one point, both Ritter and Himmler considered the possibility of establishing
a virtual reservation for “pure” Sinti and Roma - almaost as a living museum,
or, as Burleigh says, “as a form of ethnic curiosity”, but in December 1942
an order was implemented to transter gypsies to spedal camps at Auschwitz
and elsewhere, Many of those transferred became victims of Nazi medical
experimentation, and halt a million were murdered in what has been
deseribed as the Holocaust of the Sinti and Roma population of Europe in a
National Socialist attempt to solve the “Gypsy Question”,

The mentally and physically handicapped

Eugenics, the beliel in the possibility of improving the racial stock through
selective breeding, was not unique ta Hitler's Germany, but it was pursued
there with enthusiasm. Just as the emphasis of the regime sas w produce
“the perfect and complete human animal®, in the words of Baldur von
Schirach, leader of the Hiter Youth in 1938, it was policy that those
unable to contribuie to such an aim should be considered withour value -
consumers of state resources that could otherwise be better used.
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Programmes ol sterilization and euthanasia would eliminate “hereditary
defects®, held to be an obstadle to the building ol a genetically healthy
Aryan race. This approach (o “racial hygiene” was not unique to the
National Socalists. Such theories were propounded in other countries —
e¢ven in pre-Hitler Germany in 1932, the Prussian state government
produced draft legislation for voluntary sterilization. As early as July
1933 the Nazis introduced the Law for the Prevention of Hereditarily
Diseased Offspring, which justified compulsory sterilization on the
grounds that “countless numbers of inferiors and those suftering from
hereditary ailments are reproducing unrestrainedly while their sick

and asocial offspring are a burden on the community ™.

The law listed conditions such as “congenital feeblemindedness,
schizophrenia, manic depression, hereditary epilepsy, Huntington’s
chorea, serious physical deformities and chronic alcoholism™ as grounds
for sterilization. Whether some of the [oregoing were actually hereditary
was fuestinnable — and in the case of fechlemindedness the definition
was so vague that it could be used to punish those deemed 1o have
exercised poor judgment in their support for, or membership of, the
KPD, for example, Between 1934 and 1945 the state carried out
between 320 000 and 350 000 sterilizations.

Sterilization, however, was anly one part of a scheme to rid the Reich
of those considered a “burden on the community” - “worthless lile®, in
the words of cugenists of the 1920s. Those believed to be suffering from kofter giefer Erbkronke
incurable and resource-consuming disabilities (mental and physical) e lll:fkmm“
were 1o become victims of a state enthanasia policy. In 1939 the
state-sanctioned murders of adults and children began, resulting in over QWksgaaoﬂb
72 000 deaths before the T-4 programme (named alter the address of the das ‘-ﬂ audl
arganization responsible: Tiergartensirasse 4, Berliny was officially halted

i 1941 alter protests [rom the public and the Charch. Offidal halting

of the Killings may have stopped curhanasia but murders continued

in concentration camps ol those considered “biological vutcasts” and
these caregories were expanded to include Jews, Slavs, Sinti and Roma,
through the euphemistcally ermed Sonderbelfiandliong (spedal treatment).

Dein C[eld
<

The Jewish population

When examining the tragic impact of National Socialism on minarirics,
itis the treaunent of the Jewish population in Germany {and the
accupied territaries atter the onrhreak of war) rhat has atrracted most
attention from historians and the public. Jews were held w be not
only Gemeinschaftsfremde bur actual dangers to the Volksgemeinschafi and A The caption on this poster reads, “This person

Die Monatshefte des Roflenpolitifchen Nmtes der NSDOD

its future. suffering from neradnary defacts costs the
community 50 000 Reichsmiarks during his

Hitler did not invent anti-Semitism, nor was it an exdusively German lifatime. Feow citizens, this is yaur meney tao.

phenomenon. *Russia was the Jand of the pogrom; Paris was the city of Issaued by the Department [OfFice) of Racial palicy”

the anti-Semitic intelligentsia, * as Johnson remarked. Yer “Judophobia”
was present in Germany from the late 19th century and during the
Weimar era many saw the supposed *cultural decay”™ and “moral
decadence” of the time as a product of a Tewish conspiracy 1o undermine
rraditional German values. Claims that the conspiracy extended to
attempts to dominate and manipulate international capitalism as well as
promote Bolshevism were illogical. but formed part of the anti-Semitic
autpourings by conservative German nationalists seeking a scapegoat for
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institutionalized

The programme of state-directed
measures, propaganda, and legislation 1o
persecute the Jewish population.

eliminationist

Plan to remove the Jews from German
society through actions that escalated

from officially sanctioned discrimination
designed to pressure them 1o leave
Germany, 10 the mest extrerne form of
*elimination” of the Holocaust, which aimed
atthe physical extermination of the Jevish
population in Germany and Nazi-occupied
Europe during the Second World War.
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Germany's post-war ills, This “syphilis of anti-Semitism® was particularly
evident in the ideology of National Socalism, which, [rom the beginning,
maintained a consistent policy ol hostility towards Germany's Jewish
population, svhich numbered around half a million in 1933 = less than

1 per cent of the 1otal population,

Institutionalized and eliminationist anti-Semitism charactenzed the
Nazi state; it was, in Goldhagen's view, “the defining feature of German
society during its Nazi pericd”®, The state’s anti-Semitic programme was
implemented rapidly alter March 1933, with legislation and government
support for measures to exclude Jews from German professional, economic,
and sodal lile. Over the period 1933-1939, increasing restrictions imposed
on the Jewish population in relation to crizenship, interracial marriage and
sexual relationships, educational provision, and owneship of businesses
were used to coerce Jews inro leaving the Reich — no casy rask ata time
when the Great Depression resulted in immigration barriers being raised by
countries thar had previously seelcomed immigranss.,

Anti-Jewish measures, 19331945

e April 1933 Boyeott of Jewish businesses and Jewish doctors and
legal professionals.
Law for the Re-establishment of the Civil Service, excluding Jews
{and other “undesirables” such as sacialists or those with anti-Nazi
views or non-Germans) from government employment.

e July 1934 Jews not permitted 1o take legal examinations.
* December 1934 Jews lorbidden to take pharmaceutical examinations

* September 1935 “The Nuremberg Laws” (the Reich Citizenship Act
and the Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honour)
depnrving JTews of German citizenship and forbidding intermarniage and
sexual contact between Jews and “duizens of German or kindred blood”

e July 1938 Ban on Jewish dociors

s August 1938 Male Jews required to add the name “Israel” and
females “Sarah” 1o any non-Jewish first names

¢ September 1938 Cancellation ol qualifications of Jewish doctors
Tewish lawvers banned from practising

* November 1938 Kristallnacht: following the murder of a German
diplomat in Paris by a young Jewish assassin, attacks made on
synagogues and Jewish persons and property. Mass arrest ol Jews,
their release conditional on their agreement to leave the country
and lor the Jewish community to pay lor the damages occurring
during this “pagrom”

JTewish students torbidden to attend German schools and institures of
higher education

Compulsory sale of Jewish businesses, part of a process of the
*Aryvanization” of German business

¢ February 1939 Jews lorced to surrender all items of gold, silver, and
jewellery to the state
e October 1939 Heinrich Himmler and S8 given responsibility tor

Jewish aftairs, tollowed by the expulsion of Jews trom Vienna and, by
carly 1940, West Prussia. Relocated 1o German-accupied Poland
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e August 1940 The idea of ransporting millions of Jews from Germany
and the occupied East to Madagascar abandoned

e July 1941 Beginning of plans for a “Final Solutien 1o the
Jewish Question”

*  September 1941 JTews required 1o wear a yellow “Star of David®
Transporting of Jews o concentration camps and the start of experiments
on methods w murder Jews en masse

e January 1942 Detailed plans [or the extermination of Jews drawn up
at the Wannsce Conterence

* February 1942 Start of mass executions of Jews in Poland

* September 1942 Jews, together with gypsies, Soviet prisoners of war
and *asocials® given ever to Himmiler for *destruction through labour®
in camps such as Auschwilz (originally established in 1940 but now
hugely expanded for *processing” those deemed “undesirable” by the
Nazi regime). Other camps, such as Maidanek, Treblinka, Chelmnoe,
Belzec and Sobibor, were rasked with the gruesome process of the
annthilation ol humans considered unworthy of existence by the Nazis.

The murder of these "undesirables™ resulted in the extermination -
the physical elimination — of 6 million Tews alone, as well as Slavs,
gvpsies and other minorities or groups identified as “social autcasts”
and political enemies.

The Holocaust, 1941-1945

Institutionalized anti-Semitsm in Germany was the basis for the

attempted genocide of European Jewry (the Holocaust) in areas under Holocaust

Nazi control and the occupied territories: a systematic elimination of The systematic, state-sanctioned

Tews from the social and economic lite of the nation and its territories. persecution and murder of & million Jews
For Litler, as Burleigh pointed out in Sacred Causes: by the Nazi regime and its collaborators,

The Aryan's maleficent counterpart was ihe Jew _.. the negation of the
Aryan’s God-given propervies ... ailegedly a maierialist rather than an
tdealist, lacking culture-crealing capacities — an anarchic, egostic and
individualistic “destroyer of culture”,

In the National Socialist world view, predatory capitalism and Marxism
were “the twin oflspring” of “international Jewry™ and JTews were seen as
dangerous tor the nation ~ and. indeed, the world, In Mein Kanipf, Hitler
fulminated about the peril ol Judaism, and dedared:

Showld the Jew, with the aid of his Marxist creed, friumph ever the people

of this world, his Crown will be the funeral wreath of mankind ... | believe
today that my conduct is in accordance with tie will of the Almighty creator, in
standing guard against the Jew | am defending the handiwerk of the Lord.

While his attitude to the Jewish population pre-1933 was extreme, it was
only alter the establishment of the regime that Germany witnessed an
onslaught of discriminatory policies and programmes 1o rid Germany {and
later Nazi-occupicd Furope) of Jews, Historians have argued the extent

1o which the scapegoating of Jews was an altempt 1o tally Germans 1o
Natienal Socialism through a spirit of “negative cohesion®™, by using the
exisling suspicion and hostility towards the Jewish community shown by
some sectors of the population since the later 19th century. Portraying
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the struggle against “the Jew"” as a life-and-death struggle allowed Hitler
to appeal 1o the xenophobic tendencies of some and the materialistic
interests of others, who envied the lact that such a small Jewish
population sas so dominant {in proportional terms} in business, politics,
and the professions.

The “intentionalist” school of historians of Hitler’s Genmany emphasized
the extent to which Hitler relentlessly followed a consistent aim of
exterminating the Jewish population, noting frequent references in
Mein Kampf to the destruction of “undesirable” elements in the proposed
Volksgemeinschaft. Conversely, the “structuralist™ or *functionalist™ school
puls forward the case that the savage treatment of the Jews, by the

war years, was largely a product of local initiatives by Nazi officials in
ovcupied eastern European lands, who attempted o solve the problem
of the large Jewish numbers under their authority by simply liquidating
the population.

Mommsen daimed that a process of *cumulative radicalization” occurred
among Nazi leaders, who vied with one another to interprer and carry
oul what they understond o be Hiter’s desire w physically destroy
European Jewry. The interpretation that, in the Reich, many Nazis in

the regime hierarchy would create “their own orders within the spirit of
what was required of them” was questioned originally by Kershaw, who
talked of the tendency of olficials e “work towards the Flhirer”.

The methods to be used ta “cleanse”™ Germany may be a matter of
debate, but the desire 1o remeve Jews from the nation was net.
Measures Irom 1933 to 1935 aimed to pressure German Jews to leave
the country, by applying economic and sacial sanctions 1o deprive
them of business!professional opportunities and rights associated

with citizenship (including legal rights of residency, lor examplet.
Discriminatory legislation was paused somewhat in 1936, when
Germany hosted the Olympics, but the tempo of anti-Semitic measures
picked up again by 1938, when state-sponsored violence was combined
with new legislation to intensify the pressure on Jews to guit Germany,

Between 1933 and November 1938, approximately 150 000 Jews
emigrated. In the period after Kristallnacht up to the outbreak of

war, a further 150 000 were estimated to have left, as brute force,

the Aryanization of business through compulsory purchase of Jewish
concerns (large and small) and the exclusion of Jews from mainstream
lile were increased. In this sense, the “elimimationist™ policy of

the regime had removed more than 300 000 of Germany's Tewish
pepulation of hall a million {as of 1933,

The vutbreak of war altered tactics for the worse, as German mililary
victories brought not only impressive territorial gains but alse large
Jewish populations in eastern Europe. Emigration was no longer a
possible solution ta the regime’s “Jeswish problem”, In 1940 the Nazis
debated the desperate idea of relocating European Jewry 1o the island
of Madagascar in whart would become a virtnal reservation for Jews,
but failure to defeat Britain and destroy British sea power meant that
hy 1941 the scheme was abandoned. A new solution had to be found. It
was - with dire consequences tor 6 million Jews by 1945,
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The extent of authoritarian control

National Sacialism’s destruction was the resull of external forces. 12 years
of rile were ended by the ontcame of the Second World War rather than
by any significant internal opposition o the Nazi government. Domestic
apposition was limited and in some cases its timing — for example, in 1944 —
was conditioned not by hatred of the regime but by the fear of deleat and
retribution at the hands of the Allied forces, and the USSR in particular.,

In this sense, “authormarian control” can be seen to have been elfective
in limiting domestic opposition to the regime. While not all Germans
wholcheartedly accommodated themselves to the regime, the numbers
ol denunciations received by the Gestapo show a wide level of
compliance with its aim of identilving enemies of the Reich, Germans,
among the best-educated people of Western Europe 1a “supposedly
civilised country”, as Geary remarked), submitted to the regime for a
variety ol motives, including:

s helief in the aims of the Nazis
e fcar of the consequences of disobedience

o disillusionment with the previous demacratic system and antipathy
towards the possible rise of the Left

e gratitude for the material benefits that the Nazis seemed to offer in
their social and economic programmes, which oftered employment
and upward mobility for those who accepted the NSDAP

e pride in Nazi foreign policy which, unul 1939 at least, had succeeded
in restoring national pride by rejecting the Diktar of Versailles.

For the majority - those not victimized because of their racial, palitical,
mental, or physical status — there was little reason to risk persecution
by a system that had “rescued” Germany from econamic despair and
humiliation.

On 28 April 1939, the tocus of a speech thar Hitler delivered to the
Reichstag was on the achievements of Nativnal Socialism under the
Fithrer. Far Kershaw and Hatfner, such achievemenrs (constantly
stressed by Nazi propaganda technigues and through the promotion

of a cult of the Fiihrer/Saviour) were appealing not only to convinced
Nazis but had “a wide poepular resonance” with many sectors of German
saciety. What many Germans did not realize in April 1939 {five months
betore the outbreak of war in Europe) was that such achievements were
not an end in themselves but “merely the platform [or the war of racial-
imperialist conquest which they were preparing to fight”.

Those who did doubt the regime (its ideological basis and practices

alter 1933) seldom reacted, due to the terroristic nature of the state,

and instead entered what has been described as a form of internal

exile — remaining silent and detached [rom any form of political
discourse or avert resistance, In this way lay safery. Such cempliance
produced horrilic results not only for the “enemivs” of the Nazi ideology,
but ultimarcly tor those who subsequently suftered the misery and
destruction brisught o Germany by a cenllict that resulied in German
dcaths and partitien of the nation in the atiermath of defear.
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Exam-style questions

10

11

To what extent were constitutional Hlaws responsible for the collapse
of democracy in Germany ?

When and why did German democracy cellapse in Germany in the
inter-war years?

“The main reasons for the [ailure of democratic government in
Germany in the inter-war years were external rather than internal”,
To what extent do vou agree with this statement?

“Only the Great Depression put the wind into the sails of
National Socialism.”

To what extent do vou agree with this statement?
“Hitler was jobbed into power.”
To what extent do vou agree with this statement?

Discuss why internal oppoesition to the single-party state in Germany
(1933-1945) was both limited and ineflective

In whar ways, and with what suceess, did Hitler {after 1933) hanour the
promises he made relating 1o domestic issues during his rise o power?

Assess the role of each of the [ollowing in the rise 10 power of Hitler:
o the Paris Peace Setlement

o the actions of Weimar leaders, 19301932

o [ear of the Left.

“The coming o power of National Sodalisim was the result of the
distress for swhich orhers were responsible.”

To what extent do vou agree with this statement?

Examine the contribution of each of the following 1o the
maintenance of Hitler's single-party state after 1933:

s control of education
*  propaganda
o the use of force.

(It you are unable to deal with all three areas identified in this type of
question, avoid such a question and seek an alternative if possible.)

“Between 1930-1933 the NSDAP was less the party of first choice
than the party of last resort in desperate times.”

Discuss this claim with reference to the rapid rise in support for
the NSDAP.

“The NSDAP was at once a svmptom of, and a solurion o, cconomic
and political Crisis.”

Lriscuss with reference o the growth of National Socialisim, 19231933,



Evaluating sources

Question

With reference 1o the origin and purpose of John Heartfield's photowontage

of October 1932 (*The meaning of the Hitler salure’), assess its value(s)
and limitation(s) fer an historian interpreting the reasons for the rise of

wmal Socialism,

Analysis

This question asks you to evaluate primary source material. For [A
purposes, vou will have had an opportunity to research the source
before answering this question. In exam conditions (Paper 1} this would
not be the case - it would be an unseen source, You should aim 1o write
around 300 words [or an [A evaluation guestion.

Analysing the guestion means breaking it down into its constituent
parts, Key words in the question are “origin®, “purpose”, “value{s)” and
“limitation(s)”, You will need o:

e identify the author/artst - his political views, academic standing, etc,

e uive Lhe provenance of the source (publisher, place, date and
whether it was meant tor private or public distribution)

¢ Dbriefly explain its origins; this is the historical context - the
significance of the date ol publication and the circumstances in
which it was produced

¢ identify the audience to which it was addressed and its intended
purpose {overt and possibly covert)

e comment en why the source has value for aiding understanding ol
the rise of National Socialism and sav why the source might have
limitations as an aid 10 understanding,

Don't:
e simply describe the source content

e deal with the values/limitations of the source in relation 10 its utility
{usefulness) — i.e. don’t say “This source was/was not uselul becanse
it had informartion which did/did nat help my investigation.” This is
riof source evaluation.

* claim “bias”/subjectivity/partiality unless you can produce
specific evidence

* make generic comments about age/memory lapse of the author,

translation problems, etc., unless you can show how this has affected
the source’s reliability

e generalize - claiming for example that all primary sources are
reliable whereas secondary sources are less so.
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Sample answer

The photamantage was produced by Heartfied (2 KPU membver sines 198) on the A-L- £,
a pictorial newspaper and communisi publication based m Beri, with wide civeulaiion,
in October 32 prior fo the Nowember Reichareg electans, when Nazi cupport and
meaizrenip was faliing and thai of e K79 rising. The purpose o the phetomoniage
was 10 ridicuie Netional ocialism, ite sheaars, salutes and clawrs 2nd to promote anti-
Fasciarn in fhe chaotic siuation befory iz November eection. i idended fo link Ritler's
rirz 10 the suppart affered by "Big Businesa” — in line with the Zomintern mferpeetation
of Hitlerien 25 the it kick of deeaying capitaliom” - Hiller being poriraged as the
recipient of funds by the industmal magnates of Germany

The source i valuable & an exaoplz of fhe dogmatic and ultimately disastrous
communiet interpretation of National Socialiem’s nee and an example of the carly use of
photornentage for pelitical propagandizing. A- 1= readership was sympathetic te such 2
message already, s0 o this cence the message wae anquably “preacing fo the comverted”
As a KPD member producing for 2 communist journa) run by Willi Minzengerg, 2

KD activist and propagandist, the scurce is limited m tat Heartfizid was emphasizing

a "pary line” rather than 2xamining the wider vange of factors behind Hitler's rise,
including the failres of the Left. The actual “contributions” (no details being provided)
were avaiable to a variel of parties to the right of zznire a8 business sowaht to inure
itezlf in a froubled political climate against fne tez of e KPD in particular, Heartiield,
deacribing himaelf 23 an “eagineer” vather than an aetist despits hie work in commercial
publizhing and theatre-cet design, aaw bis role 25 influencing opmics in line with curren
communiet interprefations of European fascism. Thie Moscow-direcied view followed by
frz KPD did not allow for altzrnative views oc factors.

Examiner comments

This evaluation shows a good understanding of the provenance and the
significance ol the photomontage as an historical source in relation 1o
the question. It has identified the author and where and when it was
printed and made a briel and pertinent comment on the circumstances
in which the source was produced. It avoids the temptation 1o simply
describe what can be seen in the photomoentage and shows a dear
understanding of the source’s possible purpose - both overt and covert.

Values and limitations of the source are net focused on utility - Le.
comments about how helptul this was because it provided or did not
provide details helpful 1o the student - neither does it spend time talking
about problems of translation of the text. Instead, it tries to indicate the
source’s value and limitations for undersianding the rise ol National
Socialism — which may be less to do with the influence/importance of
business support (still a contentious issue for some historiansi than on
providing us with an insight into the failings of the strategy of the KPD
and its adherence to a policy that ultimately consigned the Party and its
members o defeat and exile, ike Heartfield himsell in April 1933,







