[image: image1.png]m\
Without Walls

Where Learning Has No Limits





Dear Community Expert:

Allow me to thank you in advance for taking on the role of “Community Expert” for a School Without Walls Senior Project. The purpose of this letter is to clarify your role as one of six voting members of the student’s committee.

At SWW, students are required to complete a senior project as one of their graduation requirements. The Senior Project is designed as a way for the senior to demonstrate an ability to learn about a topic of their choice through a consistent process of independent and collaborative work, and to exhibit that learning in products and presentations to their committee. The Senior Project Committee consists of two SWW teachers, two students, and two community experts.

As one of those experts, it is hoped that you will share your knowledge, experience and time to help ensure the senior learns what he or she needs to and is able to demonstrate that learning in a meaningful way by the end of this nine month project. Though this is considered an independent project, the senior’s ability to seek expert advice and direction is crucial to success. That is where you come in.

While seniors are encouraged to be in constant contact with their community experts, there are usually only two to three meetings of the full committee during the course of the project: The first, to set up the expectations of the senior; the last, to assess the process and products of the project and determine eligiblity for graduation; and an optional meeting about halfway through the project if a full committe meeting is deemed necessary atthat time.

Between these meetings, communication is key to the successful completion of the Senior Project. You should hear from the SWW senior regularly through one or more of several means: in-person work or meetings, phone, email, text, blog, etc. If, at anytime you feel you have not communicated frequently enough, please contact the senior’s SWW Advisor immediately so the problem may be addressed.

While this letter does not fully enumerate your functions as a Senior Project Community Expert, I hope you have a beginning understanding of your role. I also hope you understand how vital you are to this process and how appreciative the entire SWW community is of your expertise, knowledge, and eagerness to help a SWW senior achieve the goal of graduation. Should you have any questions, please contact the senior’s advisor or me directly.

With Sincere Appreciation,

Dr. Idonia Owens
Principal
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