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| THE DYNASTIES OF CHINA

Shang Dynasty
1766 BC-1122 £0.

Writing on oracle bones tells of events and customs of the
period. Wheeled chariots are introduced in warfare. Silk
weaving is invented. Chinese wriling develops,

Zhou Dynasty
1122 86-221 BC.

Iron casting is invented, as ars the multiplication tables.
Irfigation is introduced on a farge scale. The great philosopher
Confucius teaches a code of behavior that spreads widely.

Qin Dynasty
221 80-206 B0,

A warior king unites much of China into one empire, A strict
law code and tax system is designed. Writing, weights and
measures are standardized. Building of the Great Wall begins.

Han Dynasty
206 8C-AD. 220

Buddhism is brought to China from India. Trade routes to India
‘and Persia are established. Paper is nvented. For the next 370
years, warring Kingdoms keep China in disorder.

Sui Dynasty
AD. 589.618

Powerlul smperors reunite China. A great transportation
network is buit, including the Grand Canallinking the Huang
and Chang rivers. Gunpowder is invented.

Tang Dynasty
A0, 618-907

Tang emperors extend Chinals control to neighboring areas.
Height of Silk Road trade. A goiden age of art and learning
develops. A half-century of disorder follows.

Song Dynasty
AD. 9601279

Age of high culture: printing, poet
and paper money are develope

calligraphy. Movable type
invention of compass.

Yuan Dynasty
AD. 12791368

Genghis Khan leads Mongols from the northwest in an attack
on China. His grandson Kublai Khan founds the Yuan Dynasty.
His elaborate court is visitad and described by Marco Polo.

Ming Dynasty.
AD1868-1644

European traders arrive. Gommerce flourishes. Ming emperors
build the Forbidden City in Beijing and extend the Great Wall

Qing Dynasty
AD, 1644-1912

Manchu invaders come from the north and set up the Qing
Dynasty. Foreign trade and industry grows but nationalist
uprisings bring on final collapse.





