School 12 Parent Teacher Association (PTA)

January/February 2024

AMDA PTA NEWSLETTER

Forging strong relationships among families, teachers, staff and communities

to foster every child's amazing capacity to learn.

Upcoming AMDA
Dates ’23/24

March 4 - 6 - Douglass Dinners
(see p.2)

March 14 - PBL night, 5:30pm
March 21 - Pre-Eclipse Party, 6pm
April 18 - ArtFest

April 23 - 26 - Teacher Appreciation
Week observed at AMDA School12

May 4 - HOLA celebration, 12 -3pm

May 29/30 - Spring concerts

PTA meeting schedule

Most meetings will be the second
Thursday of each month from 6 -
7:30pm and will alternate between
in-person and virtual modalities. In-
person meetings will have child care,
pizza, and Spanish and ASL
interpretation.

March 7th - virtual
April 11th - in-person
May %th - virtual

June 13th - end-of-year picnic

Tops Fundraising

If you shop at Tops, log into your
bonus card account and visit https://
www.topsmarkets.com/education/

to register your bonus card. Select
School 12 - Anna Murray Douglass
Academy as your non-profit so that
PTA can receive 5% earned on
certain items to support our school.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/school12pta

January / February recap

The first 2 months of 2024 have flown by. The third nine
weeks is under way, and students are preparing for the
Project-Based Learning showcase on March 14th. The
highlight of our January meeting was a volunteer training
offered by the district. Principal Rodriguez answered a
number of questions in February that parents had posed in
the January meeting. Below provides a recap of those
answers. Make sure to check out page 3 of the newsletter to
learn about our school’s namesake, Anna Murray-Douglass!

Volunteering at School12
The PTA often needs volunteers to help with activities after

school, but getting into the classroom can be an amazing
opportunity. It is also incredibly rewarding, giving a window
into special moments of learning.

Volunteering doesn't have to be a big commitment. Maybe
you have a thirty minutes to help during the morning, or
around lunchtime one day a week. Maybe you can help
teachers copy or prep for an activity, or play with kids
outside during recess. All are welcome!

Volunteering does require training and registering with the
district. If you are interested in this, contact the School12
volunteer coordinators, amda12volunteers@gmail.com.

AMDA - 2024/2025 Structure
School12 will not have a 7th and 8th grade next year, but the

district's restructuring means that there will be some other
restructuring. Nothing is finalized, but the school will likely remain
a "4-strand” school, with four classes per grade level excluding
self-contained classrooms where all children have an IEP
(Individualized Education Program) and ICot classes, which
combine general and special education.

HOLA and Dual-language Education

For over 30 years, School 12 has been home to a dual-language
program known, known as HOLA. This means there is a 50/50 split
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School 12 Parent Teacher Association (PTA)

Teacher Appreciation
Week Prep

This year we will be letting our
teachers and staff know how
much we appreciate them the
week of April 23 - April 26. The
theme this year is “Cinema Stars,”
so be on the lookout for the PTA
table at the upcoming PBL and
Art Show to share notes and
thoughts about how much they
mean to you. We are still in the
planning phases, so send the PTA
an email if you would like to join
the Teacher Appreciation team.

Anna’s Winterfest

February 24th was the annual
Anna Winterfest. It definitely felt
like
winter,
but it was
great to
enjoy the
cold
together.
Make
sure to
check out
Nature-Based Learning’s
Upcoming Blankets and Books
Pre-Eclipse Party on Thursday,
March 21st.

Moving Up Celebrations

Normally there is a pre-K, kinder
and 8th grade moving up
ceremony at AMDA School12,
but this year, there will be a few
more special send-offs.

Be on the lookout for dates and
information about plans for pre-
K, kinder, 6th, 7th, and 8th
graders.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/school12pta

January/February 2024

between native English and Spanish speakers with a goal for both
groups to gain fluency, grammar, literacy in BOTH languages. If your
child has benefitted from this program, we hope that you will
consider coming and celebrating at the school on Saturday, May 4th.
This will be a chance for current families, alumni, and community
members to demonstrate the importance in keeping such a dynamic
dual-language program in the South zone.

We would love to have people help advertise and prepare for this
celebration. Please email the PTA at school12pta@gmail.com if you

want to be involved.

Recess and Unstructured Play

All students at School12 have at least 20 minutes of recess or
unstructured play daily. While some parents worry about kids not
being outside for that time, others worry that time on the playground
can result in difficult situations between students without enough
supervision.

To address these concerns, School12 has partnered with Playworks.
The organization comes monthly to strategize with teachers about
how to use recess time and address student conflicts more
effectively. They help teachers observe dynamics and provide
student-led structure to playground time. Contact your teacher if you
would like to know more about how your child’s class has interacted
with Playworks.

If you would like to volunteer to help with recess/unstructured time,
contact the volunteer coordinator, amdal2volunteers@gmail.com. If

your child is not routinely getting recess and you have already
spoken with your child’s teacher, reach out to the appropriate VP:
Margaret Crowley (K-3); Faith Hart (4 - 6); Alicia Fonseca (7 & 8).

Douglass Dinner - March 4 - 6

Check out page 4 of the PTA newsletter. It's a flier for our next
Douglass Dinner, which will be held from March 4th, 5th and 6th with
DiBella’s Subs. We partner with local restaurants to help raise funds
for the PTA. Use the flier or order online using the ANNA20 code (at
either the East Ave or E. Henrietta Road location) and 20% of
proceeds will go to School12’s PTA. Feel free to share with the
broader School12 community!

Anna’s Closet

While winter weather has been relatively mild this year, Anna’s Closet
could use a few pairs of snow pants during the winter. There is always
need for the following items: pants, underwear, and sneakers. All
sizes are welcome, from pre-school sizes to adult sizes. Any items are
appreciated and can be brought to the main office to be given to the
School12 parent liaison, Sue Allen.
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Meet Anna Murray-Douglass

School12 AMDA is named for Anna Murray-Douglass. We have a number of school initiatives to honor her
legacy, from Anna's closet and Douglass dinners, to Anna Winterfest. Her husband, Frederick Douglass, was
once enslaved and became an outspoken and renowned abolitionist. Much less is known about Anna, but
she is a remarkable woman who lived with her family on the very location where our children attend school.
In this month, when we honor Black history, we offer an imaginary interview.

How did you end up in Rochester? Oooh, it was a long journey to get here. If you had asked me growing up
in Maryland if | would live in Rochester, | don't think | would have imagined it. You see, my parents were
enslaved, but a little before | was born, my mother became free, meaning that | was born free. That didn't
mean life was easy, and | worked hard, washing clothes and keeping houses, but | was free, and it was doing
this work that let me meet Frederick. He was working at the docks when we met, but he was still enslaved.
When he decided to escape slavery and run away, | gave him some money to help, and met up with him in
New York, where we got married in 1838. We moved shortly thereafter to New Bedford, Massachusetts, had
five children and stayed there for almost ten years before moving to Rochester. Frederick was excited about
starting his newspaper, the North Star, which worked toward the abolition of slavery in the United States. He
thought that Rochester would be a good place to call home.

Wait, you got married in 1838. Pardon my asking, but how old does that make you? That's an interesting
question, and | wish | could tell you how old | was exactly. Some people say | was born in 1813, but others
say it was closer to 1810. I'm not really sure, but | lived until 1882, which means that | was alive at the end of
the United States’ Civil War in 1864 when slavery ended. It also means that if | were still alive today, I'd be
over two-hundred years old!

So you lived here at School12? What types of things did you do when you lived here? First things first, | did
not live in this building. Our house was on this land, and we grew some food in the back and had some
livestock. We also were a stop on the underground railroad. How | wish that house were still here, but it
burned down. There wasn't a formal park, a hospital, or cars back then, but there was still snow. This wasn't
our first house in Rochester, so we had friends who would come over. Frederick was often traveling, invited
to give speeches, and working toward abolition. Here in Rochester, he worked really hard to make sure that
Black children had access to public school. Whenever he invited people over, | was the one to make sure
that everything went smoothly, and when he was gone (which was a lot), | had to make sure everything went
smoothly too. That was work!

Wow! Why don't we know more about you? | was pretty quiet, and this interview is actually a lot for me. You
know, Frederick was pretty amazing, learning to read even though he wasn't allowed, and he wrote books
about his life, which is one reason we know so much about him. | never did learn

how to read, which means that most of what people know about me comes from a
few documents or when | was mentioned in Frederick’s writings. | knew readings
was important, which | why | made sure our boys also were trained to help him
with his newspaper, but from a young age | was working hard, to make ends meet.
It's something | did to help Frederick get his career started too.

We are really honored to have a school named after you. What would you like for
people to think of when they think of you? I've heard there's a new mixed media
portrait of me in your school that Lashonda Davis painted. When people look at
that, | want them to know that everyone will have their own special way to
contribute, and when they persevere, when they work together, and for
something that matters to them, great things can happen.
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DiBella’s Subs
Dine s Dondle Online

Support a great cause while enjoying Rochester's favorite subs!

Place an order online or in store from March 4 - March 6

& 20% of your check will be donated to:
School 12 Anna Murray Douglass Academy PTA

Using code: ANNA20
In store Online
1. When checking out, mention the 1. Order online at order.dibellas.com
fundraiser’s code to have 20% of your 2. Select your store and items you'd like to

order
3. Click “checkout”
4. Enter code ANNA20 in the

“Dine to Donate” box under the payment

subtotal donated to the organization

method

Valid for orders in store and online placed at DiBellas.com or via the DiBella’s mobile app only. Not valid on 3rd party or catering orders.

Order online or visit us in store at:

1876 East Avenue 390 E. Henrietta Rd
Rochester, NY 14610 Rochester, NY 14620

DINE-IN » TAKEOUT » DELIVERY » CURBSIDE | Order at DiBellas.com



School 12 Asociacién de Padres y Maestros (PTA)

BOLETIN DE LA AMDA PTA

2024 enero/febrero

Forjando relaciones fuertes entre las familias, los maestros, el personal, y las

comunidades para cultivar la increible capacidad de aprendizaje de cada nifo.

Proximos eventos en 2023/24

Marzo 4 - 6 - Douglass Dinners
(vea la pagina 2)

Marzo 14 - noche PBL, 5:30pm
Marzo 21 - Fiesta pre-Eclipse, 6pm
Abril 18 - ArtFest

Abril 23 - 26 - Semana de
agradecimiento a los maestros en la
Escuelal12 AMDA

Mayo 4 - celebracion HOLA, 12 -3pm

Mayo 29/30 - Conciertos de primavera

Reuniones de la PTA

La mayoria de las reuniones seran el
segundo jueves de cada mes de 6 a
7:30pm. Las reuniones alternaran
entre presenciales y virtuales. Habra
cuidado de nifios, interpretes al
espafiol y comida para las reuniones
presenciales.

March 7th - virtual

April 11th - in-person

May %th - virtual

June 13th - end-of-year picnic

Tops

Si compra en Tops, inicie una sesion
en su cuenta de tarjeta de
bonificacion y visite https://
www.topsmarkets.com/education/

para registrar su tarjeta de
bonificaciéon. Seleccione la Escuela
12 - Academia Anna Murray
Douglass como su organizacion sin
fines de lucro para que la PTA pueda
recibir el 5% ganado en ciertos
articulos para apoyar a nuestra
escuela.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/school12pta

Resumen - enero / febrero

Los primeros 2 meses de 2024 han volando. La tercera
trimestre ya empezd y los estudiantes se estan
preparando para la exhibicién de Aprendizaje Basado
en Proyectos (el PBL) el 14 de marzo. Destacamos una
capacitacion para voluntarios ofrecida por el distrito de
nuestra reunién de enero. El director Rodriguez
respondié una serie de preguntas en febrero que los
padres habian planteado en la reunién de enero. A
continuacién se proporciona un resumen de esas
respuestas. Asegurese de consultar la pagina 3 del
boletin para conocer a la homdénima de nuestra
escuela, Anna Murray-Douglass!

Ser Voluntario en la Escuela12

La PTA a menudo necesita voluntarios para ayudar con las
actividades después de la escuela, pero ayudar al salén de clases
puede ser una gran oportunidad. También es increiblemente
gratificante, ya que ofrece una ventana a momentos especiales de
aprendizaje.

Ser voluntario no tiene que ser un gran compromiso. Tal vez tenga
treinta minutos para ayudar durante la mafiana o alrededor de la
hora del almuerzo un dia a la semana. Tal vez pueda ayudar a los
maestros a copiar o preparar una actividad, o jugar con los nifios
afuera durante el recreo. {Todos son bienvenidos!

El voluntariado requiere capacitacion y registrarse en el distrito. Si
usted estd interesado en esto, puede entrar en contacto con los
coordinadores de voluntarios de School12,
amda12volunteers@gmail.com.

Estructura de AMDA - 2024/2025
La Escuelal12 no tendra 7°y 8° grado el proximo afio, pero la
reestructuracion del distrito significa que habra otros cambios. No

hay nada finalizado, pero la escuela probablemente seguira siendo
una escuela de “cuatro grupos”, con cuatro clases por nivel de
grado. Ademas, habra unos nuevos salones donde todos los nifios
tienen un IEP (Programa de Educacién Individualizado) y clases
ICot, que combinan educacién general y especial.
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Semana de
Agradecimiento

Este aflo vamos demonstrator
nuestro agradecimiento a los
maestros y personal la
semana del 23 al 26 de abril.
El tema de este afio es
"Estrellas de cine", asi que
esté atento a la mesa de la
PTA en la proxima reunién de
PBLy Arte. Tendran la
oportunidad de compartir
notas y pensamientos sobre
lo mucho que significan para
usted. Todavia estamos en las
fases de planificacién, asi que
envie un correo electrénico a
la PTA si desea unirse al
equipo de Agradecimiento a
los Maestros.

Anna’s Winterfest

El 24 de febrero fue el Anna
Winterfest anual.
Definitivamente parecia
invierno, pero fue genial
disfrutar juntos del frio.
Asegurese de ver la proxima
fiesta previa al eclipse de
mantas y libros de Nature-
Based Learning el jueves 21
de marzo.
Graduaciones

Normalmente hay una
ceremonia de ascenso de
prekinder, kinder y octavo
grado en AMDA School12,
pero este afio habré algunas
despedidas especiales maés.

Esté atento a fechas e
informacién sobre planes
para estudiantes de
prekinder, kinder, 6°, 7°y 8°
grado.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/school12pta

2024 enero/febrero

HOLA y la Educacidn bidirectional (bilingtie)

Durante mas de 30 afos, la Escuela 12 ha sido sede de un programa
bilinglie conocido como HOLA. Esto significa que hay una divisién
50/50 entre hablantes nativos de inglés y espafiol con el objetivo de que
ambos grupos adquieran fluidez, gramética y alfabetizacién en AMBOS
idiomas. Si su hijo se ha beneficiado de este programa, esperamos que
vienen a la escuela el sébado 4 de mayo para celebrar el programa. Sera
una oportunidad para que las familias actuales, los antiguos alumnos y
los miembros de la comunidad demuestren la importancia de mantener
un programa bilingte tan dindmico en la zona sur.

Nos encantaria tener ayuda preparando y anunciando esta celebracion.

Por favor, mande un email a la PTA, school12pta@gmail.com, si usted
quiere estar involucrado.

El Recreo y jugar sin estructura

Todos los estudiantes de la AMDA Escuela12 tienen al menos 20
minutos de recreo o juego no estructurado diariamente. Mientras que a
algunos padres les preocupa que los nifios no estén afuera durante ese
tiempo, a otros les preocupa que el tiempo en el patio de recreo pueda
resultar en situaciones dificiles entre los estudiantes sin suficiente
supervision.

Para abordar estas preocupaciones, la Escuelal2 esté trabajando con
Playworks. La organizacién viene cada mes para elaborar estrategias con
los maestros sobre cémo utilizar el tiempo de recreo y abordar los
conflictos de los estudiantes de manera maés efectiva. Ayudan a los
maestros a observar la dindmica y ofrecen una estructura dirigida por los
estudiantes durante el tiempo de juego. Comuniquese con su maestro si
desea saber mas sobre cémo la clase de su hijo ha interactuado con
Playworks.

Si quiere ser voluntario para ayudar con el recreo o el tiempo no
estructurado, comuniquese con los coordinadores de voluntarios,
amdal2volunteers@gmail.com. Si su hijo no tiene recreo de manera
rutinaria y ya ha hablado con el maestro de su hijo, comuniquese con el
vicepresidente correspondiente: Margaret Crowley (K-3); Faith Hart (4 -
6); Alicia Fonseca (7 & 8).

Douglass Dinner - March 4 - 6

En la pagina 4 del boletin hay un anuncio para el préximo “Douglass
Dinner”, que seréd del 4 a 6 de marzo con DiBella’s Subs. Nos
coordinamos con restaurantes locales para recaudar fondos para la PTA.
Utilice el folleto o haga su pedido en linea usando el cédigo ANNA20
(en la ubicacién de East Ave o E. Henrietta Road) y el 20 % de las
ganancias se destinaré a la PTA de School12. Pueden compartir este
folleto con la comunidad méas amplia de la Escuelal2.

Anna’s Closet

El invierno no ha sido tan frio este afio, pero aun le hace falta a unos
pantelones para le nieve y siempre hay necesidad para los siguientes
articulos de ropa en buena condicién (3T - adulto G): pantalones, ropa
interior, y tenis. Aceptamos cualquier donacién en la oficina.

school12pta@gmail.com 2
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Conozca a Anna Murray-Douglass

School12 AMDA lleva el nombre de Anna Murray-Douglass. Tenemos una serie de iniciativas escolares para
honrar su legado, desde el armario de Annay las cenas de Douglass hasta Anna Winterfest. Su marido,
Frederick Douglass, estuvo una vez esclavizado y se convirtié en un abolicionista reconocido. Se sabe
mucho menos sobre Anna, pero es una mujer extraordinaria que vivia con su familia en el mismo lugar
donde nuestros hijos asisten a la escuela. En este mes, cuando honramos la historia negra, ofrecemos una
entrevista imaginaria.

¢.Cémo llegé usted a Rochester? Pues, fue un largo viaje hasta llegar aqui. Si me hubieran preguntado
mientras crecia en Maryland si viviria en Rochester, no pudiera haberlo imaginado. Mis padres fueron
esclavizados, pero un poco antes de que yo naciera, mi madre se volvié libre, es decir, yo naci libre. Pero la
vida aun era dificil. Yo trabajaba duro lavando ropa y cuidando casas, pero era libre y en este trabajo conoci
a Frederick. Estaba trabajando en los muelles cuando nos conocimos, pero todavia estaba esclavizado.
Cuando decidié escapar de la esclavitud y huir, le di algo de dinero para que pudiera escapar. Nos
reunimos en Nueva York, donde nos casamos en 1838. Poco después nos mudamos a New Bedford,
Massachusetts, tuvimos cinco hijos y nos quedamos alli diez afios antes de mudarnos a Rochester. Frederick
estaba entusiasmado con la idea de iniciar su periddico, el North Star, que trabajaba por la abolicién de la
esclavitud en los Estados Unidos. Pensd que Rochester seria un buen hogar para nuestra familia.

Espere, usted se casé en 1838. Perddne la pregunta, pero ;cuantos afios tiene usted? Esa es una pregunta
interesante y me gustaria poder decirle cudntos afios tenia exactamente. Algunas personas dicen que naci
en 1813, pero otras dicen que fue méas cerca de 1810. No estoy muy seguro, pero vivi hasta 1882, lo que
significa que estaba vivo al final de la Guerra Civil de los Estados Unidos en 1864, cuando terminé la
esclavitud. {También significa que si todavia estuviera vivo hoy, tendria més de doscientos afios!

¢Entonces usted vivié aqui en la Escuela 12? ; Qué tipo de cosas hacia cuando vivia aqui? Primero, no vivia
en este edificio. Nuestra casa estaba en esta tierra, cultivdbamos algunos alimentos en la parte de atras y
teniamos algo de ganado. También fuimos una parada del Ferrocarril Clandestino para los esclavos
buscando libertad. Como desearia que esa casa siguiera aqui, pero se quemd. En esta época no habia un
parque formal, un hospital ni automdviles, pero todavia habia nieve. Esta no era nuestra primera casa en
Rochester, asi que teniamos amigos que venian a visitarnos. Frederick viajaba con frecuencia, lo invitaban a
dar discursos y trabajaba por la abolicién. Aqui en Rochester, trabajé muy duro para asegurarse de que los
ninos negros pudieran asistir a la escuela publica. Cada vez que invitaba a alguien, yo encargaba de que
todo saliera bien, y cuando él se iba (que era mucho), tenia que asegurarme de que todo saliera bien
también. jEso fue trabajo!

jGuau! ;Por qué no sabemos mas sobre usted? Estaba bastante callado y esta
entrevista es realmente mucho para mi. Ya sabes, Frederick fue bastante
sorprendente, aprendio a leer a pesar de que no se lo permitian, y escribid
libros sobre su vida, que es una de las razones por las que sabemos tanto
sobre él. Nunca aprendi a leer, lo que significa que la mayor parte de lo que la
gente sabe sobre mi proviene de unos pocos documentos o cuando él me
menciond en sus escritos. Yo sabia que la educacién eran importante, por eso
me aseguré de que nuestros hijos también recibieran capacitacién para
ayudarlo con su periddico, pero desde muy joven trabajé duro para llegar a
fin de mes. Es algo que hice para ayudar a Frederick a comenzar su carrera
también.

Es un honor de que nuestra escuela lleve su nombre. ; Qué le gustaria que la
gente pensara cuando piensen en usted? He oido que hay un nuevo retrato
mio en técnica mixta en su escuela que pinté Lashonda Davis. Cuando la gente vea eso, quiero que sepan
que cada uno tendra su propia manera especial de contribuir, y cuando perseveran, cuando trabajan juntos
y por algo que les importa, pueden lograr grandes cosas.
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DiBella’s Subs
Dine s Dondle Online

Support a great cause while enjoying Rochester's favorite subs!

Place an order online or in store from March 4 - March 6

& 20% of your check will be donated to:
School 12 Anna Murray Douglass Academy PTA

Using code: ANNA20
In store Online
1. When checking out, mention the 1. Order online at order.dibellas.com
fundraiser’s code to have 20% of your 2. Select your store and items you'd like to

order
3. Click “checkout”
4. Enter code ANNA20 in the

“Dine to Donate” box under the payment

subtotal donated to the organization

method

Valid for orders in store and online placed at DiBellas.com or via the DiBella’s mobile app only. Not valid on 3rd party or catering orders.

Order online or visit us in store at:

1876 East Avenue 390 E. Henrietta Rd
Rochester, NY 14610 Rochester, NY 14620

DINE-IN » TAKEOUT » DELIVERY » CURBSIDE | Order at DiBellas.com



