
ELA RAMP UP MAJOR PROJECT (30%) 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 

Fusco, 2016 

 

 

OVERVIEW: YOU WILL BE GIVEN MINI DEADLINES TO COMPLETE A CERTAIN NUMBER OF 

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS PROJECT.  Each activity must be typed (12 point font). Put 

your name & box # at the top of each activity. EACH ACTIVITY GOES ON A SEPARATE 

PAGE. SAVE YOUR WORK AS A GOOGLE DOC. Focus on the book, not movie version. 

 

Week of 3/7: chromebooks in classroom     

WEEK OF 3/14: LIBRARY COMPuter LAB (REPORT THERE – BE ON TIME!) 

Evaluation: 5 points for each activity! (SEE grading rubric on the back) 

BOX 1 FAV CHARACTER: 

In a TREE paragraph (At least 7-10 

sentences) answer and explain the 

following question: 

 

Who is your favorite character in 

the book? Explain! 
 

Be sure to explain with specific 

quotes/evidence and page #s from 

the book. 

 

Topic Sentence 

Reason 

Evidence (Quote with page #) 

Explain 

BOX 2 RESEARCH: 

Research all about both of these 

areas: Flint, Michigan and 

Birmingham, Alabama.  

 

In a paragraph  (At least 7-10 

sentences) SEPARATE from 

your research, include what you 

learned about BOTH places: 

o Where is it located?  

o What is the population? 

o Weather?  

o Culture & History? 

 

Be sure to cite your sources: 
Include website addresses where 

you found your info! 

BOX 3 FILM REVIEW: 

In a paragraph (At least 7-10 sentences), 

write a review of the film version of the 

book.  

 

Some things to include & explain: 

 Overall plot of the film 

 Acting 

 Favorite Scenes 

 Similarities/Differences 

between the book and the 

film. 

 Give it rating out of 5 stars! 

 Anything else you would like 

to add. 

BOX 4 A NEW CHAPTER: 

Add a chapter 16 to the book as if 

you are the author! (At least 7-10 

sentences). Write like the author, 

Christopher Paul Curtis would write! 

Be realistic and stay true to the 

characters/events from the book. 

 

Include a clever title for Chapter 16. 

(Re-read the titles & last chapter) 

 

BOX 5 INTERVIEW: 

Interview someone who was alive 

during The Civil Rights Movement 

(1950s & 1960s). 

 

Write down and ask 10 questions that 

you would like to ask about The Civil 

Rights Movement. 

 

Be sure to include: The name of the 

person interviewed, your questions and 

his/her answers. 

BOX 6 CIVIL RIGHTS: 

In a detailed paragraph (At least 7-10 

sentences) answer and explain the 

following question: 

 

What are some examples of the 

Civil Rights Movement in the 

book? Pick at least 2 from the book. 

 

Be sure to use quotes/textual 

evidence and page #s from the book. 

BOX 7 NEW COVER: 

Design a new cover for the book. 

Include the author! Write a 

detailed paragraph (At least 5-8 

sentences) about your new cover!  

 

Some questions to answer: 

o What’s the original 

cover like?  

o How is yours different?  

o Any events/symbols 

from the book? 

BOX 8 4 LITTLE GIRLS EVENT: 

Look at the names of the 4 girls at the 

beginning of the book (Before Ch. 1): 

1. Addie Mae Collins 

2. Denise McNair 

3. Carole Robertson 

4. Cynthia Wesley 
Research these 4 girls and the horrible 

event that happened on 9/15/1963. In a 

paragraph (At least 7-10 sentences) in 

your own words, write what happened 

and what you learned. Don’t copy/paste. 
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RUBRIC:  

How you will be evaluated for this major project!  

Strive for 5!  

 

   

Evaluation: 

5 = Exemplary (Polished & Excellent work! 7-10 sentence Detailed paragraph) 

 

4 = Good (Nice job, good work! 7-10 sentence paragraph, but some errors) 

 

3 = Developing (Developing work. PARAGRAPH TOO SHORT. Rushed, many errors) 

 

2 = Lacking (NEEDS WORK, paragraph way too short. Very rushed, MANY ERRORS) 

 

1 = Beginning (Missing a lot of the requirements! DID YOU READ THEM?) 

 

0 = Nothing (NOTHING TURNED IN ) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/watsons-go-to-birmingham-1963-christopher-paul-curtis/1100291117?ean%3D9780385382946&ei=vKgQVayNAoz7gwTu6IL4Cg&bvm=bv.89184060,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNFsfxAH7NxoJBXN1Vqr9UyeRUALzA&ust=1427241527945252

