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Period 5: Today, You Will Need:
>Do-Now, Pen, copy of "The Chaser"

  >Composition Book and Folder
  >Sit Down Quietly and Get to Work!

Today is: Monday, Nov. 23, 2015 

Today's Agenda

Bday

• Do-Now
• Story: "The Chaser"
• Graphic Organizer

Ms. David

11/20     Friday's Do-Now ¶ 
Rewrite the sentence below, and fix the mistakes. They include: 
period (abbreviation), commas (nonrestrictive clause and 
numbers), spelling. 

The Minoan civilization, which lasted for 2,000 years on the

island of Crete, developed a rich and prosperous culture

beginning around 6000 B.C.
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English 1 Common Assessment 1
Write your name on the cover page.

Take your time. Read the informational text carefully, 

and answer the five (5) multiple choice questions.

Then, write a paragraph response to Question 6.

When you are finished, please turn in your paper,

and finish "The Chaser" paragraph written response.

Short Story: "The Chaser," by John Collier
Next: To examine the author's craft: 

How were different techniques used to create the essential 

elements of the story? Complete the graphic organizer.

Finally, you will have an Exit Ticket to complete about the 

story. This will show what you have learned.
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Why do you think the title of this 
story is "The Chaser"?

Chaser (noun): a mild drink taken after drinking hard 
liquor. (supposedly to make the hard drink easier to take.) 
A chaser is the second drink taken.

What is ironic about "The Chaser"?
(The opposite of what's expected)

Alan Old Man
wants a love potion

he wants Diana to love him.

sells potions
love potion $1.00
"life cleaner" (poison) $5,000.

buys love potion "Au revoir."
("See you later")
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How does the author use dialogue 
between Alan and the old man in 

"The Chaser"?
The two meet and talk

Dialogue is used to:

1) create characters

2) develop the plot

3) create the ironic twist

In literature, the elements are the essential partsof a 
story. For example: characters, setting, conflict, 
plot.

Literary techniques are the ways the author develops 
the elements. For example: An author might develop 
characters by using imagery or metaphors to describe 
them.  

What techniques does John Collier use to develop"The 
Chaser"? Irony (situational) and dialogue
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Dialogue Irony

"dark & creaky stairs''
tiny room
"dirty buff-colored walls"
plain kitchen table
rocking chair plain chair

Description
not many details; 
basic information

Alan "as nervous as a cat."

simile

"Au revoir"

irony

"It is... imperceptible to any 
known method of autopsy"
"She will actually be jealous?" 
cried Alan.

Dialogue--learn about 
characters through what 
they say

Alan wants to make Diana love 
him, so he wants to buy a love 
potion. The old man knows that 
her total, needy love will finally 
make him want to kill her, so 
he'll be back for the poison.

Irony: situational, where
the outcome of the situation 
is the opposite of what you'd 
expect.
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peered = looked

unclearly

buff = light tan

?

he has not been 
here before, but 
someone told him 
about it.

Happy to know you.

Why is he there??

-ordinary medications

everything he sells is extraordinary
(unusual, very special)

after death?
you can't see, smell
or taste it

im = not
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in = not
?

-enough

  nervously

not often

* people with money 
don't need help finding love.

make happy

trusting

do as someone asks 
in order to please 
them

?

1. To a great amount
2. Repeatedly

unplanned or spontaneous 
action 

  Forever
rational & unemotional

The effects of the love potions

mere = minimal

1. 2.
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can't be tasted, seen, 
or smelled

2

1. uncaring  
2. intense love
3.
4.worship

disgust  

-silly
happy

She will only want to 
be alone with you.

great emotion

he loves a girl who 
doesn't love him back.*

* After the potion, he will be 
her only interest in  life.

1
43

there will always be
sexy women, and if
you cheat, you don't 
have to worry.

draft

seductive woman
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passionately

to indulge in = to make 
use of, to partake of

tiny glass container;
also spelled: "vial"
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Closing Ritual
Return materials to their proper places

• Books go back NEATLY on the book shelves. 

• Composition Books/Folders go in the correct crates.

• Be sure your first AND last names are on work you turn in!

• Clean up around your area. Straighten out desks.

See you tomorrow!
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