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The Karen

“The first generation
plants the seeds.

The second generation
gets the shade.

The third generation

gets the fruit.”
—Karen proverb

Jan 6-10:33 AM

(Myanmar).
refugee camps in Thailand

Syracuse, Buffalo, and Utica

« Originally from Karen State in Burma
« Karen people in U.S. are refugees via

e In NY, concentrated in Rochester,

Jan 6-10:35 AM
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Why Refugees?

« Myanmar govt supports Burman majority, in a
country of over 135 ethnic groups.

« Karen State wants independence. 1949 Karen
National Liberation Army was the main force.
Now there is also DKBA and other brigades.

« Harassment and violence by the Burmese army
caused many Karen people to flee to Thailand.

Jan 23-8:05 AM

Karen state is along the
border of Thailand.

Jan 31-8:04 PM
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Types of Students fr%

 older, may have lived in Burma when they
were very young. More aware of politics.

e born and grew up refugee camp. "From
Thailand"

« bornin U.S., second generation
« dual identity

» Variety of prior schooling

Jan 23-8:11 AM

Food

-rice
-fish

-bamboo

-rice noodle
soup: kaw nah

- spicy!
-no huge dietary restrictions, although some
vegetarians. Newcomers may not have had dairy before.

Jan 6-10:42 AM
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Clothing

« women's skirt is folded
« men's skirt is tied in front [
e unisex bags

Jan 6-11:46 AM

__Christia_n__ Buddhist

FKingdom Hal?

of
Jehovah's Witnesses
e _

Jan 6-11:51 AM
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Major Holidays
Karen New Year Karen Wrist Tying

January August

Jan 22-6:03 PM

Education

o Parent education - mix of Burmese, Karen or
illiterate - make no assumptions

« school in refugee camps is in Karen & English

« Parents value education but may not know
how to support/ be involved.

Jan 23-8:03 AM
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Lanquage ;

« Karen is tonal ;

« Thank you - Tablu 3

« Good Morning - Gwalagay

« Good Job - Gay Doh Ma

« Bad - Teh Gay Bah

« Yes - Mey

« No - Tha Mey Ba

« Bathroom - Da Ha Lo
« Water - Tee

Jan 23-10:59 AM

po thee da

Jan 6-11:53 AM



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7

