
 
Summer Reading Booklist 

The following titles have been painstakingly reviewed by our very own WOIS 9​th​ graders – they are in order 
from No. 1 to a tie for No. 10. You can’t go wrong with these titles, we promise, you will rush to the library to 
get the next title after you finish the first one! But good news, as much as we would like you to plow through 
every book on this list, you just need to read one for your summer assignment. So get your book, and find a 
shady tree to get lost in your book. Oh – and make sure you find 15 tight passages to for your journal entries. 
See you in September! 

 
Title/Author 
Genre/Pages 

Summary  

The Hate U Give​,  
Angie Thomas  
Fiction 
444 pages 

 ​Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and 

the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered 
when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police 
officer. Khalil was unarmed. 
 
Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer 
and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and the local drug 

lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the 
only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does or does not say could upend her community. It could 
also endanger her life 

How it Went Down​,  
Kekla Magoon  
Fiction 
336 pages 

 ​When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from two gunshot wounds, his community is thrown into an 

uproar. Tariq was black. The shooter, Jack Franklin, is white. 
 
In the aftermath of Tariq's death, everyone has something to say, but no two accounts of the events line 
up. Day by day, new twists further obscure the truth. 
Tariq's friends, family, and community struggle to make sense of the tragedy, and to cope with the hole 

left behind when a life is cut short. In their own words, they grapple for a way to say with certainty: This is how it went 
down 

Picking Cotton​,  
Jennifer 
Thompson-Cannino, 
Ronald Cotton, Erin 
Torneo –  
Non-Fiction 
304 pages 

 ​Jennifer Thompson was raped at knifepoint by a man who broke into her apartment while she slept. She 

was able to escape, and eventually positively identified Ronald Cotton as her attacker. Ronald insisted 
that she was mistaken-- but Jennifer's positive identification was the compelling evidence that put him 
behind bars. After eleven years, Ronald was allowed to take a DNA test that proved his innocence. He was 
released, after serving more than a decade in prison for a crime he never committed. Two years later, 
Jennifer and Ronald met face to face-- and forged an unlikely friendship that changed both of their lives. 

 
In their own words, Jennifer and Ronald unfold the harrowing details of their tragedy, and challenge our ideas of memory 

and judgment while demonstrating the profound nature of human grace and the healing power of forgiveness.  

American Born 
Chinese 
Gene Luen Yang 
Graphic Novel 
240 pages 

 ​All Jin Wang wants is to fit in. When his family moves to a new neighborhood, he suddenly finds that 

he's the only Chinese American student at his school. Jocks and bullies pick on him constantly, and he 
has hardly any friends. Then, to make matters worse, he falls in love with an all-American girl... 
 
Born to rule over all the monkeys in the world, the story of the Monkey King is one of the oldest and 
greatest Chinese fables. Adored by his subjects, master of the arts of kung-fu, he is the most powerful 
monkey on earth. But the Monkey King doesn't want to be a monkey. He wants to be hailed as a god... 
 

Chin-Kee is the ultimate negative Chinese stereotype, and he's ruining his cousin Danny's life. Danny's a popular kid at 
school, but every year Chin-Kee comes to visit, and every year Danny has to transfer to a new school to escape the shame. 
This year, though, things quickly go from bad to worse... 

Out of Darkness  
by Ashley Hope Pérez  
Fiction 
402 pages 

 ​“This is East Texas, and there’s lines. Lines you cross, lines you don’t cross. That clear?” New London, 

Texas. 1937. Naomi Vargas and Wash Fuller know about the lines in East Texas as well as anyone. They 
know the signs that mark them. “No Negroes, Mexicans, or dogs.” They know the people who enforce 
them. “They all decided they’d ride out in their sheets and pay Blue a visit. 
But sometimes the attraction between two people is so powerful it breaks through even the most 
entrenched color lines. And the consequences can be explosive. 
 

“More than grief, more than anger, there is a need. Someone to blame. Someone to make pay.” 
Ashley Hope Pérez takes the facts of the 1937 New London school explosion—the worst school disaster in American 
history—as a backdrop for a riveting novel about segregation, love, family, and the forces that destroy people. 
 

GO TO NEXT PAGE 



 
Nilda 
Nicholasa Mohr 
Fiction 
248 pages 

 ​NILDA recounts the life of a Puerto Rican family in the Bronx from 1941 through 1945, as seen 

through the central consciousness viewpoint of the only daughter in the family and the youngest 
child, Nilda. Her family is poor, large, and as diverse in personality and outlook as her neighborhood. 
But these nine people, with their varying degrees of dysfunction and tension, are the source of 
stability and love that enable Nilda to navigate her childhood intact. She, as well as other Puerto 
Ricans, regularly encounters naked racism and marginalization, often at the hands of authority figures 
who should, paradoxically, be protecting and nurturing her: neighborhood policemen, nuns and 
priests at a Catholic summer camp, her teachers at school, and social service workers allegedly 

providing economic assistance for struggling families like hers. 
When I Was Puerto 
Rican 
Esmeralda Santiago 
Autobiography 
274 pages 

 ​Esmeralda Santiago's story begins in rural Puerto Rico, where her childhood was full of both 

tenderness and domestic strife, tropical sounds and sights as well as poverty. Growing up, she 
learned the proper way to eat a guava, the sound of tree frogs in the mango groves at night, the 
taste of the delectable sausage called morcilla, and the formula for ushering a dead baby's soul to 
heaven. As she enters school we see the clash, both hilarious and fierce, of Puerto Rican and 
Yankee culture. When her mother, Mami, a force of nature, takes off to New York with her seven, 
soon to be eleven children, Esmeralda, the oldest, must learn new rules, a new language, and 
eventually take on a new identity. In this first volume of her much-praised, bestselling trilogy, 
Santiago brilliantly recreates the idyllic landscape and tumultuous family life of her earliest years 
and her tremendous journey from the barrio to Brooklyn, from translating for her mother at the 

welfare office to high honors at Harvard. 

When I Was the 
Greatest 
Jason Reynolds 
Fiction 
240 pages 

 In Bed Stuy, New York, a small misunderstanding can escalate into having a price on your 
head—even if you’re totally clean. This gritty, triumphant debut captures the heart and the 
hardship of life for an urban teen. A lot of the stuff that gives my neighborhood a bad name, I don’t 
really mess with. The guns and drugs and all that, not really my thing. Nah, not his thing. Ali’s got 
enough going on, between school and boxing and helping out at home. His best friend Noodles, 
though. Now there’s a dude looking for trouble—and, somehow, it’s always Ali around to pick up 
the pieces. But, hey, a guy’s gotta look out for his boys, right? Besides, it’s all small potatoes; it’s 
not like anyone’s getting hurt. 
 
And then there’s Needles. Needles is Noodles’s brother. He’s got a syndrome, and gets these ticks 

and blurts out the wildest, craziest things. It’s cool, though: everyone on their street knows he doesn’t mean anything by it. 
Yeah, it’s cool…until Ali and Noodles and Needles find themselves somewhere they never expected to be…somewhere 
they never should've been—where the people aren't so friendly, and even less forgiving. 

The Sun is Also a Star 
Nicola Yoon 
Fiction 
348 pages 

 ​Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will 

never come true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York 
City street and falls in love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported 
to Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be my story. 
 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high expectations. 
Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about 
Natasha makes me think that fate has something much more extraordinary in store—for both of us. 
 

The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one 
will come true? 

The Other Wes Moore 
Wes Moore 
Non-Fiction 
233 pages 

 Two kids with the same name lived in the same decaying city. One went 
on to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated combat veteran, White House 
Fellow, and business leader. The other is serving a life sentence in 
prison. Here is the story of two boys and the journey of a generation. 

Three Little Words 
Ashley Rhodes Courter 
Memoir 
320 pages 
 

 ​"Sunshine, you're my baby and I'm your only mother. You must mind the one taking care of you, 

but she's not your mama." Ashley Rhodes-Courter spent nine years of her life in fourteen different 
foster homes, living by those words. As her mother spirals out of control, Ashley is left clinging to 
an unpredictable, dissolving relationship, all the while getting pulled deeper and deeper into the 
foster care system.  
 
 Painful memories of being taken away from her home quickly become consumed by real-life 
horrors, where Ashley is juggled between caseworkers, shuffled from school to school, and forced 
to endure manipulative,humiliating treatment from a very abusive foster family. In this inspiring, 
unforgettable memoir, Ashley finds the courage to succeed - and in doing so, discovers the power 

of her own voice. 
 

 
 


