Q3 - Independent Reading Assignment

AP English: Language and Composition


Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan 

Rationale:

One observation from AP readers is that students are not able to wrestle with complex texts on their own. I am not so sure that the ability is lacking. Rather, I think it is the desire or the willingness to read complex texts and think deeply about them that is sometimes missing. It does require discipline to train yourself to read complex texts, but so worth it, not only for the AP tests, but also for college and beyond. Lazy thinking gives you mud for brains. Use these assignments as exercises in compressing your brain mud into diamonds. In addition to giving your brain an added workout, having read and studied these books may be a huge help to you on question #3 on the exam.

1. Chapter Analysis








100pts

Due: Weekly

Create a Dialogue Journal in your Composition Book to capture the VOICE of the characters. Use your “VOICE LESSON” notes to respond to the rhetorical strategies Tan uses to demonstrate her stylistic choices (Diction, Irony, Syntax, Symbols, Figurative Language, etc.)

Create a two column organizer in your composition book: on one side write the passage you are analyzing – include page number. On the second side, label the rhetorical strategy you are analyzing and then comment on the author’s use of this strategy. Your comment should be thoughtful and thorough- one sentence responses won’t cut it, unless it is a cumulative or periodic sentence.
2. Overall Analysis   








100 pts
 

Due: Monday, March 30 

Answer the following questions (200-250 words per question) taking the entire book into account.  

1) What is the claim and important conclusion of the book?  (10 pts)
2) Do you agree with the author's arguments and conclusions? (use They Say/I Say format) (20 pts)
3) What is the author’s purpose and is it achieved? (use a Rhetorical Precis format) (20 pts)
4) Is the writing effective, powerful, difficult, beautiful? Provide direct textual references and/or quotes to illustrate your analysis. (utilize a Dialectical Journal to help with this response) (20 pts)
5) What are the author's qualifications to write about the subject? (you will have to complete some research) (10 pts)
3. Presentation – Visual 








  50pts

Due: Monday, April 7 

Create a visual representation of the book – prezi, powerpoint, GAME, Scrapbook, etc.  You may work with a PARTNER. – more to come.
