
G
lo
ss
ar
y 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Glossary of Terms 

English / Karen

Translation of ELA Terms 
Based on Coursework for 

ELA Grades 3 to 8 

Last Updated: March 2016

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 



NYS LANGUAGE RBE-RN AT NYU PAGE 1 2012 

GLOSSARY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS ENGLISH - SPANISH 

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 

P-16 
Office of Elementary, Middle, Secondary and Continuing Education and Office of Higher Education 

Office of Bilingual Education and Foreign Language Studies 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/biling/ 

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
Regents of the University 

MERRYL H. TISCH, Chancellor, B.A., M.A., Ed.D. ...........................................  New York 
ANTHONY S. BOTTAR, Vice Chancellor, B.A., J.D. ………………...........................  Syracuse 
NAN EILEEN MEAD,  B.A. …………......................................................................  Manhattan 
JOSEPHINE VICTORIA FINN, B.A., J.D. ……………………........................................  Albany 
BEVERLY L. OUDERKIRK, B.S., M.S. …..............................................................  Saratoga 
T. ANDREW BROWN, B.A., J.D. …………….....................................................  Mid-State 
CATHERINE COLLINS, B.S., M.S., Ph.D. ...........................................................  West New York 
JAMES R. TALLON, JR., B.A., M.A.  ...................................................................  Binghamton 
ROGER TILLES, B.A., J.D.....................................................................................  Great Neck 
JUDITH JOHNSON, B.A., M.A., Ed.D. ...............................................................  Mid-Hudson 
BETTY A. ROSA, B.A., M.S. in Ed., M.S. in Ed., M.Ed., Ed.D. .......................  Bronx 
LESTER W. YOUNG, JR., B.S., M.S., Ed. D. .........................................................  Oakland Gardens 
CHRISTINE D. CEA, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. ..............................................................  Staten Island 
WADE S. NORWOOD, B.A. .................................................................................  Rochester 
JUDITH  CHIN, B.S., M.S.,  ...................................................................................  Queens 
KATHLEEN M. CASHIN, B.S., M.S., Ed.D..........................................................  Brooklyn 
JAMES E. COTTRELL, B.S., M.D...........................................................................  New York 

Commissioner of Education 
President of The University of the State of New York 
MARYELLEN ELIA 

Executive Deputy Commissioner 
ELIZABETH BERLIN 

The State Education Department does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, religion, creed, disability, marital 
status, veteran status, national origin, race, gender, genetic predisposition or carrier status, or sexual orientation in its 
educational programs, services and activities. Portions of this publication can be made available in a variety of formats, 
including Braille, large print or audio tape, upon request. Inquiries concerning this policy of nondiscrimination should 
be directed to the Department’s Office for Diversity, Ethics, and Access, Room 530, Education Building, Albany, NY 
12234. Requests for additional copies of this publication may be made by contacting the Publications Sales Desk, Room 
319, Education Building, Albany, NY 12234. 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/biling/


ENGLISH KAREN

A
1 action 1 w>[l;w>*JR<Aw>zH;w>rR 

2 active voice 2 ySRcD.xH;w*RAtd.vXySRrRw>tvD>

3 according to the information 3 'fw>*h>w>usdRtd.ymtod;

4 adjective 4 rHRu,X<AeD>u,X

5 alliteration 5 w>pl;ugvHmrJmzsX.tgzsX.vXAtcD.xH;wzsX.vDR*mvdmo;

6 allusion 6 w>uGJ;b.xGJw><A w> uwdR b. xGJw> 

7 alternate claim 7 w>qSd;xD.w>*h>vXusJt*Rwbd

8 analogy 8
w>vDRysdmvdmo;<Aw> vDR *m vdm to; vXw> w> rHR rHR 

xJwpJ; {dR 

9 analyze 9 yJmxHeDRz;w> 

10 anecdote 10 w> CJR tzk. vXw> wrHR rR o; t*h>

11 another 11 t*Rw=<AtoDw=<Au'D;w=

12 answer 12 pH;qX 

13 argument 13 w>*h>vdmbSSDvdm<A w> th. vdm qd; uh

14 article 14 w>uGJ;zk. 

15 arrange 15 uwJmuwDR<A&J.usJR<ArRb.vdmzd;'h

16 audience 16 ursX>vXt'due>w><A rl; ursX> 

17 author 17 ySRuGJ;vHm 

18 author's purpose 18 ySRuGJ;vHmtw>ynd. 

B
1 because 1 tCd<A rh>vX==tCd

2 before 2 vXng<AvXtrJmng<Aqd<AympXR<AwcsK;

3 beginning 3 w>p;xD.w><Aw>rRoDw>

4 bibliography 4 vHm vXySR uGJ; vHm ol0Jwz. 

5 biography 5 w>uGJ;ySRw*Rto;orlt*h>tusdR

6 both 6 cHrHRvXm<AcHcgvXm<AcH=vXm

C
1 capitalization 1 w>rRuJxD.vHmrJmzsX.t'd.
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2 cause 2 'k;uJxD.<A'k;td.xD.<Aw>t*h>tusdR

3 cause/effect 3 'k;uJxD.<A'k;td.xD. <Aw>'db.

4 chapter 4 tqX'd.<Atcd.

5 character 5

1IAw>ouJmy0;IA w> tMqX. A2IA ySR vXw> CJR t*h> 

vXw> uGJ;tylR A

3 IA vHm rJm zsX.

6 characteristics 6 w>t&l>toJ;<A w> w rHR rHR vX t vDR qD M> ySR *R

7 chart 7 vHmwdRzsg 

8 check 8 1IA orHord; A2IA wdR eD. 

9 choose 9 CkxXxD.<A &h xX xD.

10 circle 10 wdRu0DRw><Atd.u0DR(w>)<A0DRCmw><AvJR0;w&H;w>

11 citation 11 w>,XRxD.A (ySR uGJ; vHm < AvHm )A trHR 

12 cite 12 ,XRxD. (ySR uGJ; vHm< AvHm ) AtrHR 

13 claim 13 Chw>

14 classification 14 w> t u vkm vX w> eDR z; vDR tDR

15 clause 15 vHmusdRulm 

16 collaborative discussion 16 w>uwdRoud;w> wylRCD

17 comma (,) 17 eD.w0H;A(<)

18 compare 18 xd.o}wDR<AuG>o}wDR 

19
compare and contrast (in 

writing)
19 xd.o}wDR'D;eJ.zsgw>vDRqDA(vXw>uGJ;vHmtylR)

20 complex sentence 20 vHmySJRusdRvXtbHblCgCkmvdmo;

21 compound sentence 21 vHmySJRusdRvXtymzSd.xD.to;

22 compound-complex sentence 22 vHmySJRusdRvXtymzSd.=bHblCgCkmvdmo;

23 concluding statement/section 23 w>usX>wH>tw>ymzsg§tulm

24 concrete detail 24 w>*h>vDRwH>vDRqJ;

25 conflict 25 b.*Hm*kmvdmo;< xD'g vdm to; 

26 contrast 26 xd.o}wDRw>vDRqDvdmo; 

27 connotation 27
1IAw>ymzsgxD.w>tcDynDvXwtd.zsgvdRvdRb. 2I Aw> 

zsg b. ySR vDR *m
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28 context 28

w>uJxD.o;wrHRtw>td.o;t*h>vXtrRpXRySR'fod;yue>

yX>

w>t*h><Aw>uwdRvXcHvXng

29 conventions 29 c0h%SX.<Aw>td.zSd.z;'d.wuvkmwz.

30 credible source 30 w>*h>t*H>xH;vXw>emM>tDRoh

D
1 definition 1 w>ymzsgxD.w> tcDynD 

2 demonstrate 2 'k;eJ.w><Aymzsgw>b.o;

3 describe 3 rRzsg<AwJzsgxD.<AuGJ;zsgxD.

4 description 4 w>wJzsgxD.<Aw>ymzsgxD.<Aw>uGJ;zsgxD.w>

5 detail 5 wJzsgymzsgxD.w>*h>vDRwH>vDRqJ;<A[h.vDRrl'gvDRqD

6 dialogue 6 w>wJoud;w>

7 dictionary 7 vHmcD,hR

8 digital source 8 w>*h>[JvX’H

9 directions 9 w>tusdRvdR<Aw>eJ.usJ

10 distinguish 10 rReD.vDRqDw>

11 drama 11 w>*JRyl<AylvXw>uGJ;vDRtDRvXw>*JR'd'k;eJ.t*D>

12 draw conclusions 12 wJvXtzk.

E
1 edit 1 yJmxHvHm 

2 elaborate 2 vXt*JRvdmrRw>vDRwH>vDRqJ; 

3 end / the end 3 rRuwX><AuwX>uGHm§tuwX><AuwX>vH

4 enough 4 w>td.vXtd.ySJR

5 essay 5 vHmqD&J. 

6 events 6 w>rRto;<Arl;

7 event sequence 7 w>rRto;vXtydmxGJxD.o;wcgb.wcg

8 everyday speech 8 w>uwdRrk>qh.rk>*DR<Aw>uwdRud;eHR'J;
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9 evidence 9 w>tk.o;

10 explain 10 wJe>yX> 

11 explicit 11 zsgzsg<AvDRwH>vDRqJ;

F
1 fable 1 w>wJ'd<Aw>CJRyl

2 fact 2 w>*h>vXtrh>twD<Aw>*h>vXtrRto;eD>eD>

3 false 3 vXtur.<AvXtwb. 

4 fantasy story 4 w>qdurd.rSHtyl

5 fiction 5 w>uGJ;w,;w>vXo;trJm<Aw>CJRrkme>

6 figurative language 6 w>rRvdusdmcDzsdw>'k;eJ.w>t'dtwJm

7 figure of speech 7 w>uwdR'dwJmvXt'k;b.xGJ'D;w>t*R

8 find the main idea 8 Ckoh.ngw>qdurd.tcd.oh.

9 folktale 9 w>wJ

10 format 10 uwJmuwDR&J.usJRvXutd.'D;tuh>t*DR 

11 furthermore 11 vXM.trJmng<AtgM>tM.

G
1 genre 1 'GJvRw>ohw>b.tuvkm

2 glossary 2 0D>}oJwz. 

3 go on 3  qJ;uJxD.o; 

H
1 happen 1 uJxD.<ArRto;<Ab.M>twDR

2 heading 2 w>tcd.wD 

3 help 3 rRpXR<ArRbsg<ArR*hRxD.w>

4 historical novel/account 4 w>uGJ;zk.§w>*h>AvXtb.xGJ'D;w>pH.pdwJpd

5 how 5 'fvJ.<AqH;tgvJ.<AqH;'d.vJ.

6 however 6 oemuh<Arh>oemuh<Arh>'fvJ.*hR'fvJ.*hR

I
1 identify 1 'k;eJ.zsgxD.< Aoh.ngymyeD.
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2 if … then 2 rhrh>'fM.'D;

3 illustrate 3 whw>*DR<ArRzsgxD.

4 inference 4 w>qdurd.'k;b.xGJuhRw>

5 informative/explanatory text 5

vXt[h.w>upD.vXtuJbsK;§vXtwJe>yX>w><AvXtwJzsg

xD.

w>uGJ;

6 initially 6 vXtuJxD.to;tqduwX><AvXtuJxD.o;tcD.xH;

7 inquiry 7 w>oHuG>oH'd;<Aw>Ckoh.ng

8 interpret 8 wJusd;uhR<A wJzsgxD.w>wrHRrHRtcDynD

9 introduction 9 w>uwdRvXng<Aw>uwdRqSXEkm

10 irony 10 w>wJw>tcDynD'Xuh.<Aw>uwdRqJ;tJ;

11 issue 11 [h.vDRw>< Aw>*h>w>usdR 

J
1 judgment 1 w>pH.nD.wJmw>A

2 journal 2 uFXeX.

3 justify 3 rRb.vdmuhRtDR

K
1 key event 1 w>*h>rd>yS>v>tuJxD.o;

2 key detail/idea 2 w>*h>§w>qdurd.vDRwH>vDRqJ;

3 know 3 oh.ng

4 knowledge 4 w>oh.ngA

L
1 list 1 p&D <AuGJ; &J. vDR 

2 literary nonfiction 2 w>uGJ;b.C;w>*h>eD>uD>

3 literary text 3 vHmvJ>tw>uGJ;

4 listen 4 ue.<A'due.

5 listening 5 w>'due.

6 long time ago 6 vXysXRysXRM.<A,Hmwh>vH
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M
1 main 1 vXtrh>w>tug'd.<AvXtrh>w>trd>yS>

2 main character 2 ySR*JR'dw>vXw>uGJ;ylRtcd.oh.

3 main idea 3 w>qdurd.rd>yS>

4 main purpose 4 w>wdmymrd>yS>

5 make believe 5 rRvDRem

6 memoir 6 eD>up>tw>uGJ;eD.uGJ;Cg

7 mood 7 w>ymol.ymo;< Aw>ol.[l;o;*JR

8 most important 8 w>vXt&h'd.uwX>

9 most likely 9 zsg'd.vX

10 motive 10 vXtxd.*JRxD.ySRto;<Aw>*h>w>usdR

11 multimedia 11 vXtpl;ugw>&RvDRw>upD.tusJtgbd

12 myth 12 w> CJR rkm e>

N
1 narrated experience/event 1 w>wJb.uhRAw>vJRcDzsd§w>uJxD.o;

2 narrative 2 vXw>wJu'guhRtDR

3 narrator 3 ySRz;zsgxD.w>*h><AySRpH.CJRw>

4 nonfiction 4 vXwrh>w>CJRrkme>

5 noun 5 eD><ArHR

O
1 objective summary 1 w>ynd.tw>*h>zk.udm

2 obstacle 2 w>ed;w>bs;<Aw>}wDrRwHmwm 

3 often 3 cJtHRcJtHR<AtgbsD< AnDEk>

4 on the other hand 4 vXt*RwrHRM.

5 opinion 5 w>qdurd.ur;<Aw>xH.

6 opposing claim 6 w>qSd;xD.w>*h>vXtxD'gw>

7 otherwise 7 rhwrh>b.M.<Arhwrh>oXysXR

8 outcome 8
w>tpX<Aw>uJxD.ydmxGJxD.w>*RtcH<Aw>uJxD.o;vXcHu

wX>
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9 outline 9

w>*h>twuGD.<Aw>t*h>rd>yS>vXtb.w>ymzsgxD.<A&J.vDR

usJR

vDRw>*h>wrHRb.wrHR

P
1 paragraph 1 vHmtqX

2 paraphrase 2 w>uGJ;zk.'D;wJzsgxD.tcDynD

3 parentheses ( … ) 3 wdRuGDR

4 passage 4 vHmusdRzk.vXyxk;xD.M>tDRvXvHm'D;xgwz.tylR

5 person 5 ySRw*R<AySR

6 phrase 6 vHmusdRulm<A0D>ulm

7 plagiarism 7

w>uGJ;'dySR*R tw> qdurd. 'ftw> tod; < A w> uGJ; 'drR 

'dwJ'dySR *R t

w> 'D; wJvXtw>

8 plan 8 w>&J.w>usJR<Aw>ul.xD.z;vDR

9 plot 9 yl'D;w>CJRt*h>rd>yS>

10 poem/poetry 10 xg<AxgtzsX.§w>uGJ;xg<AxgymzSd.<AxgtqX

11 point of view/perspective 11 w>xH.

12 preceding 12 w>rRqdo;<Aw>uJxD.qd

13 predict 13 w>xH.qdympXR<Az;ympXRw><Aw,mqdymw>

14 print source 14 w>*h>*H>xH;vXAw>pJusH;tDR

15 probably 15 b.wb.<Ab.oh.oh. 

16 problem 16 w>*h>uD

17 publish 17 pJusH;xk;xD.&RvDR 

18 pun 18 (w>uwdR) uVR qO< A w> uwdR vXttd. 'D; tcDynDcHrHR

19 punctuation 19 vHmyeD.<Aw>yeD.vXyoltDRvXw>uGJ;vHmt'd

20 purpose 20 w>ynd.<Aw>ymvDRo;

Q
1 question 1 w>oHuG> 
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2 quotation 2 w>wJ'd;ySRt*Rtw>uGJ;<A 'k;eJ.zsgxD.w>uGJ;to;

R
1 read 1 z; 

2 reader 2 ySRz;vHm 

3 read aloud 3 z;oD.tzsX.

4 reading 4 w>z;vHm 

5 ready 5 td.uwDRo;

6 real 6 eD>eD><AeD>uD>

7 reason 7 w>*h>w>yD>

8 reflection 8 w>qdurd.xHu'guhRw>

9 research 9 Cke>yX><ACkoh.ngrRvd<Aw>CkxH.oh.ng

10 resolution 10 w>pH.nD.wJm<Aw>tX.vDRymvDRo;

11 respond 11 pH;qX<AuGJ;qX

12 response 12 w>pH;qX<Aw>uGJ;qX

13 rhyme 13 oD.oCJR<Axgzk.zd

14 revise 14 uG>u'guhR<AuG>bSDuhRw>

15 role 15 w>zH;w>rRvXtvDRb.ySR<Arl'g

S
1 scene 1 w>*JR'dtqX

2 sensory language 2 w>rRvdusdmcDzsdw>qdurd.rSHph.

3 sentence 3 vHmusdRySJR

4 sequence 4 &J.vDRusJRvDRw>wqDb.wqD<ArRto;wrHR0HRwrHR

5 setting 5 w>vD>w>usJ<Aw>qDvDRymvDR

6 show 6 w>'k;eJ.zsgxD.<Aw>*JR'd

7 significance 7 w>ymzsgxD.w>tcDynD

8 soliloquy 8 w>wJw>xJw*R{dR<Aw>*JR'duwdRvDRw>xJw*R{dR

9 solution 9 w>tpX<Aw>pH;qX

10 sonnet 10 xg
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11 source 11 w>*h>tcD.xH;

12 stanza 12 xgtqX<AxgtqXzd

13 statement 13 vHmymzsg<Aw>ymzsg

14 story 14 w>CJRyl<Aw>wJrk>e>

15 summary 15 vXtrRzk.vDRw><AusX>wH>uhRw><Aw>*h>usX>wH>

16 support 16 w>qD.xGJrRpXR<Aw>wdpXRrRpXR

T
1 technology 1 pJ;zDu[.yDng

2 tell 2 wJw><AwJzsg

3 text 3 vHmw>*h>rd>yS><Aw>uGJ;

4 textual evidence 4 w>uGJ;tw>tk.o; 

5 then 5 0HR'D;<AtcgzJM.<AwkREkRwpk<Arhrh>'fM.'D;

6 therefore 6 tCdM.<AvXw>M.tCd

7 theme/central idea 7 w>*h>rd>yS><Aw>*h>cd.wD

8 thesaurus 8 vHmoH;pD%l; A

9 through 9 zsd<AcD*m<AcDzsd

10 title 10 vHmtrHR<Aw>*h>cd.wD

11 tone 11 w>uvk>toD.

12 topic 12 w>*h><Aw>*h>cd.wD

13 traditional stories 13 vk>v>xloEltw>CJRylRwz.

14 transition 14 w>vJvdmtuwD><Aw>qDwvJtuwD>

15 true 15 w>rh>w>wD

16 turn 16 w>tuh.tul<AC.w&H;

U
1 underline 1 wdRvm<AwdRM>vHmzsX.

2 understanding 2 vXtohoh.nge>yX>w><Aw>oh.nge>yX>

3 unfortunately 3 vXw>bl.wD>w*hRtylR<AvXw>0Hw*hRuvRw*hRtylR

4 unless 4 rhwrh>b.vX

5 up to now 5 wkRvXqXuwD>cJtHR

6 use 6 ol<Apl;ug
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7 use evidence 7 pl;ug'fw>tk.o;tod;

W
1 watch out 1 cd;uG>w>vXw>o;o'h.tylR

2 we 2 y<Ay0J<Ay0Jud;*R

3 what 3 w>vX<ArEkRvJ.

4 when 4 tcgzJvJ.<AwkR<AtcgzJ<AzJ

5 whenever 5 wbsDv>v><AtcgzJvJ.

6 where 6 zJvJ.

7 whereas 7 oemuh<Ab.q.eD>eD>wcDM.<Arh>vXw>M.tCd

8 whereby 8 vXusJtHR<AvXw>M.tCd

9 wherein 9 td.zJvJ.<A'fvJ.<AvXusJ'fvJ.

10 which 10 zJvJ.wA(rHR=*R=cg)

11 who 11 rwRvJ.

12 who is speaking 12 rwRuwdRw>vJ.

13 why 13 b.rEkRvJ.<AvXrEkRtCdvJ. 

14 wide open 14 td;xD.to;vJ>vJ>

15 with 15 'D;<ACkm'D;

16 without 16 wtd.'D;<Awy.Ckm'D;

17 word 17 w>uwdR<AvHmrJmzsX. 
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