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ARTS EDUCATION

The Board of Education affirms that all children can learn and reaffirms its
collective responsibility to help each child achieve success. Because of its role in the
development of the “whole child”, the Board believes that learning standards for Arts
Education are essential in carrying out this mission.

The Board believes that arts education builds self-esteem, fosters imagination
and creativity, allows for the expression of talent and feelings, develops aesthetic
awareness and brings success and joy to a student’s school day. The arts provide
students with a means to observe and perceive, as well as an outlet to describe,
analyze, and communicate their observations, thoughts, and feelings.

~ The arts also provide the ideal environment for the development of critical
thinking, decision-making, and team-building skills. The study of the arts enhances
success in mastering academics of all subject areas.

The Board recognizes that the arts accommodate a variety of learning styles
aligning with each of the district’s five Design Tasks: Standards and Assessment,
Learning Environment, Community Services and Support, High Performance
Organization and Public Engagement and Communications. The arts also support
the Academic Standards and Assessment Policy, the related Performance
Benchmarks and the Values Policy.

The Board also recognizes and adopts the four learning standards for arts
education set forth by the New York State Education Department:

1. Creating, Performing and Participation in the Arts,

2 Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources,

3. Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art,

4 Understanding the Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts

The Board promotes the establishment of equitable arts programming based
on minimum standards for all students established by the district. The Board,
therefore, sets forth a framework to provide our schools with the direction and basic
structure for the development of curricula that will address the needs of students at
the elementary, middle and high school level and endorse the following values for
the delivery of arts education:

e The arts are considered a basic component of the core of learning for all
elementary, middle and high school students.

e The arts shall be recognized as curricular preK-12 and shall align with
the learning standards set forth by the New York State Education
Department as well as national standards and will be assessed by
authentic measures including, but not limited to, projects, portfolios and
performance.

e Minimum standards will be established for all students and implemented
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for a continuum of study from Pre-K to 12.

e Equitable resources will be available for all elementary, middle and high
school students to create and develop content knowledge, skills and
proficiencies and aesthetic appreciation of the arts in accordance with the
State standards.

e The district will continue with the current partnerships, seek others and
make every effort to maintain these partnerships to ensure that students
and teachers interact with artists and representatives of arts organizations
and higher education through a range of arts in education forums, such as
residencies, workshops, lecture/demonstrations, performances, and visits
to cultural organizations.

e Arts curricular leadership is recognized as important to program
improvement and coordination.

e The study of arts will provide students with extended opportunities to
explore related careers.

The Board and the Superintendent will establish a benchmark for arts
education for students at all levels.

The Board will continue to serve as advocates for comprehensive programs
and community partnerships that enable all students to meet high standards of
achievement in the arts.

Note: Prior policy, Policy Manual, Fine Arts In Education (May 18, 1995), Arts
Education (December 18, 1997)
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