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To Kill a Mockingbird ~ Structured Notes ~ Chapters 16 and 17

What is the gist of what you read in Chapters 16 and 17?

Focus Question: On pages 217-218, Scout learns that her father was appointed to defend Tom
Robinson. She observes, “The court appointed Atticus to defend him. Atticus aimed to defend
him. That’s what they didn’t like about it. It was confusing.” What does the reader
understand about why the townspeople are upset that Scout doesn’t? Use the strongest
evidence from the novel in your answer.



Name:

Period:

Vocabulary
Word Definition

Formidable (213)

Amiably (226)

Acrimonious (229)

Benignly (230)

Genially (234)

Date:

Teacher:

Context clues: How did
you figure out this
word?



