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Reinforcing Literature Through Music and Movement
M’Lou M. Speranza, Presenter 

E-mail:  M’Lou.Speranza@rcsdk12.org
Music Building Blocks Program, Rochester City School District

Website:  http://www.rcsdk12.org/prek/blocks
Music and movement provide sensory stimulation and multi-sensory learning and can easily be used to help children recall characters and events in literature in a fun, playful way!  In this workshop, you will be encouraged to actively participate in several activities to achieve this goal.

Warm-up!

“Let’s Clap to Say Hello” – by M. Speranza 

Active Learning – Do a conscious movement to help you remember things!  Try “480 East.”

“We’re On Our Way To Have Some Fun” – by M. Speranza

Books (see website for lists of other suggested books)
Charlie Parker played be bop – by Chris Raschka


Use a real recording of Charlie Parker playing his saxophone to help children get the flavor of his music.  (Check local library or iTunes Store.)  First I have children move freely and play their ‘saxophones’ to his piece “A Night in Tunisia,” then I read text to the music.

From Head to Toe – by Eric Carle


After dramatizing the book, have each child create his/her own movement, using the similar words, i.e. “I am Marilyn and I can pat my legs.  Can you do it?”  Class answers, “We can do it,” as they copy Marilyn’s movement.  You may want to take pictures of your children doing the movements.  Then label the movements on the pictures and put them up in your music/drama center to encourage creative movement and to reinforce movement vocabulary.

Good Night, Gorilla – by Peggy Rathmann


Playing background music in a minor key as you read will add to the mood of the story, as the gorilla is really mischievous!  An extension for this book would be to use music by Debbie Carroll,“I Shut the Door.”  See: http://www.merriweather.ca/albums.aspx?ID=35; Complete activity is listed on our website under “Music and Literature Connection.” 

Hush! A Thai Lullaby – by Minfong Ho


Use authentic music from Thailand as background for reading book and for movement.

Nursery Rhymes - see song cards on website

“Humpty Dumpty”  

“Little Miss Muffet” 

“Three Pigs” (This can also be done without instruments along with CD.)
Stretch!

“Everybody Stand Up” – M. Speranza; additional movements from C. Birthwright and M.Speranza; This activity can set the stage for animal characters in a book, such as There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly  - by Simms Taback

More Books

Seals on the Bus – by Lenny Hort – Children dramatize while you read, then they give suggestions for other animals that could be on the bus.

Who Took the Cookies from the Cookie Jar - by Bonnie Lass & Sturges


See our website for visual cues for the game based on this book.

Mary Wore Her Red Dress and Henry Wore His Green Sneakers – by Merle Peek

See website for song cards for “Mary Wore Her Red Dress” and “Shawn Wore His Red Shirt.”  Sing about children’s clothing as a transition activity.
The Very Hungry Caterpillar – by Eric Carle


Use “A Fuzzy Caterpillar” or “Beautiful Butterfly” as extension – see website for cards

Transition

“Alphabet March” - by M. Speranza
Goodbye!

Questions/Comments – and “Oh, It’s Time To Say Good-bye” - Unknown
Please view our website for more ideas under “Music and Literature Connection,” including:  
Rainbow Fish – by Marcus Pfister  
Little Cloud - by Eric Carle  Play the instrumental piece,“ Aire in G” by Bach as background 


music and for free movement before or after reading
Somewhere in the Ocean - by Jennifer Ward and TJ Marsh - See song card on 

website,“We’re Floating in the Ocean” as extension.
Who Will Tuck Me In Tonight? – by Carol Roth See our website for animal cutouts and 


musical ideas for this wonderful book!
Song Lyrics for NYSAEYC workshop

(for additional song lyrics, see website)

“Alphabet March” by M. Speranza 
(Tune – “When Johnny Comes Marching Home” – also “The Ants Go Marching”)



We march around the alphabet, hurrah, hurrah, 



We march around the alphabet, hurrah, hurrah



We’ll find the letter(s) of our name ‘cause that’s the way we play the game,



And we’ll march until the teacher says to stop!

“Beautiful Butterfly” – Unknown

(Tune – “Up on the Housetop”)


First comes a butterfly that lays an egg, out comes a caterpillar with many legs,


See the caterpillar spin and spin, a little chrysalis to sleep in.


Oh, oh, oh, look and see, oh, oh, oh, look and see,


Out of the chrysalis, my oh my, out comes a beautiful butterly!

 “Everybody Stand Up” 

(Tune – “Shortening Bread”)


Everybody stand up, stand up, stand up,


Everybody stand up on your feet.


Stretch to the ceiling, stretch to the floor,


Stretch to the ceiling, now do it once more.


(repeat song, changing last line to:)


Stretch to the ceiling, now clap to four – 1,2,3,4!


Above activity with animal movements:


Change last two lines, using a phrase that rhymes at the end with animal, i.e.


Not on a tree, not on a log,


Everybody move around like a frog!

“Fuzzy Caterpillar” – Unknown 

(Tune – “Down by the Station”)


A fuzzy caterpillar curled up on a leaf, 


Spun her little chrysalis and fell fast asleep,


While she was sleeping, she dreamed that she could fly,


And later when she woke up, she was a butterfly!


“Let’s Clap to Say Hello” – M. Speranza


Let’s clap to say hello, let’s clap to say hello, 


Let’s clap x x let’s clap x x let’s clap to say hello.


(Repeat with other movements, adding children’s ideas)

Add chant (optional) – Hello to Tameka and Ashley, too!


    

    Hello to Paris, let’s cheer, woo hoo!  (or “how are you?” if small group)




     (continue until all children have been greeted by name; can also change 

   “let’s cheer” to “have a seat”)

“Oh, It’s Time to Say Good-bye For Today” – Unknown – original tune


Oh, it’s time to say good-bye for today, (2x)


Can you wave your hand like this, can you blow a little kiss?


Oh, it’s time to say good-bye for today.


(continue by singing children’s names to tune “Good Night Ladies” –


Good-bye Erin, good-bye Thomas, good-bye Elana, we’ll see you tomorrow)

“Three Pigs” 

(Tune for part one – “Farmer in the Dell”


I’m building with (straw), I’m building with (straw)


To make a house where I can live, I’m building with (straw).


(repeat with “sticks” and “bricks”)

(Tune for part two – original)

“We’re On Our Way To Have Some Fun” – M. Speranza

(Tune – Oh, When The Saints Go Marching In)

We’re on our way to have some fun, we’re on our way to have some fun,


And we’ll go marching one by one, we’re on our way to have some fun!


(Repeat, with children’s ideas for movement besides marching.)
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